
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Twenty-first Sunday After Trinity 

For the Week of October 21 through October 27, 2018 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  John 4:46–54  [Jesus] came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at 

Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to 

Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. So 

Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” The official said to him, “Sir, 

come down before my child dies.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that 

Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his 

son was recovering. So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday 

at the seventh hour the fever left him.” The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your 

son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household. This was now the second sign that Jesus did 

when he had come from Judea to Galilee. 
 

Monday:  Ephesians 6:10–17  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this pre-

sent darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, 

having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your 

feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, 

with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 

Tuesday (St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of Jesus and Martyr):  Matthew 13:54–58  Coming to his 

hometown [Jesus] taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man 

get this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And 

are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? Where then 

did this man get all these things?” And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 

without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” And he did not do many mighty works 

there, because of their unbelief. 
 

Wednesday:  Genesis 1:1—2:3  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was with-

out form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 

face of the waters.  And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was 

good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 

Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  And God said, “Let there be an expanse in 

the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” And God made the expanse and sepa-

rated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. And 

God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.  And God 

said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And 

it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God 

saw that it was good.  And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees 

bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. The earth brought 

forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their 

seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morn-

ing, the third day.  And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from 

the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them be lights in the ex-

panse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. And God made the two great lights—the 

greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. And God set them in the ex-

panse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 



from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth 

day.  And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 

across the expanse of the heavens.” So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that 

moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. 

And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters 

in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.  

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping 

things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth 

according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground 

according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.  Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after 

our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 

the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  So God created 

man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  And God 

blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have do-

minion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on 

the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the 

earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and 

to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, 

I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and be-

hold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  Thus the heavens and 

the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had 

done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day 

and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 
 

Thursday:  Psalm 8  O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory 

above the heavens. Out of the mouth of babes and infants, you have established strength because of your 

foes, to still the enemy and the avenger. When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon 

and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that 

you care for him? Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glo-

ry and honor. You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under his 

feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 

whatever passes along the paths of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 

Friday:  James 1:1–12  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the 

Dispersion:  Greetings.  Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know 

that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may 

be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives gener-

ously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one 

who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose 

that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  Let the 

lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he 

will pass away. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty 

perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.  Blessed is the man who remains 

steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has prom-

ised to those who love him. 

 

Saturday:  Psalm 133  Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! It is like the pre-

cious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his 

robes! It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! For there the Lord has command-

ed the blessing, life forevermore.  



F. Catechism Reading for the Week  The Ninth and Tenth Commandment   

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we 

do not scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way which only appears right, but help 

and be of service to him in keeping it. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or any-

thing that belongs to your neighbor.  What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not 

entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge them to stay 

and do their duty. 
 

G. Verse for the Week:  Psalm 8:9 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for The Twentieth Sunday After Trinity 
O Lord, grant to Your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be cleansed from all their sins and serve 

You with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the unem-

ployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for 

good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our com-

munities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J. Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week  “From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee” LSB #607 

1 From depths of woe I cry to Thee, In trial and tribulation; Bend down Thy gracious ear to me, 

Lord, hear my supplication. If Thou rememb'rest ev'ry sin, Who then could heaven ever win 

Or stand before Thy presence? 

2 Thy love and grace alone avail To blot out my transgression; The best and holiest deeds must fail 

To break sin's dread oppression. Before Thee none can boasting stand, But all must fear Thy strict demand  

And live alone by mercy. 


