
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Festival of the Reformation 
For the Week of October 27, 2019 through November 2, 2019 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 
third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 
evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 
me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-
ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday (Festival of the Reformation):  Romans 3:19-28 Now we know that whatever  the law says it speaks 
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accounta-



ble to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 
comes knowledge of sin.  21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, alt-
hough the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and 
are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he 
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is 
excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justi-
fied by faith apart from works of the law.  
 

Monday: John 8:31-36 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, " If you abide in my word, you 
are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 33They answered him, 
"We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will be-
come free'?"  34Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you 
will be free indeed .  
 

Tuesday:  Revelation 14:6–7 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to pro-
claim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud 
voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made 
heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
 

Wednesday: Psalm 46  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  [2] Therefore we will 
not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, [3] though its 
waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.  [4] There is a river whose streams make 
glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.  [5] God is in the midst of her; she shall not be 
moved; God will help her when morning dawns.  [6] The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, 
the earth melts.  [7] The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  [8] Come, behold the 
works of the LORD, how he has brought desolations on the earth.  [9] He makes wars cease to the end of the 
earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire.  [10] “Be still, and know that I 
am God.  I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”  [11] The LORD of hosts is with 
us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
 

Thursday (Reformation Day):  Matthew 11:12-19 From the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the 
Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear.  16“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 17“ ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 
sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’  18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ 19The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, 
a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 
 

Friday (All Saints’ Day):  Revelation 7:9-17 After  this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no 
one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud 
voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 11And all the angels were 
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen."  13Then one of the elders addressed 
me, saying, "Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?" 14I said to him, "Sir, 
you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  
 

Saturday: Jeremiah 31:31-34  “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, [32] not like the covenant that I made with their 
fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that 



they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. [33] For this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. [34] And no longer shall each one teach his 
neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”   
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Second Article 
Redemption 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 
third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

What does this mean?  I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 
also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, 
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, 
and from the power of the devil;  not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with 
His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve 
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives 
and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true. 
 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Ephesians 2:8–9  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it 
is the gift of God, [9] not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 
Collect for The Festival of the Reformation: 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in 
Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and 
grant to Your Church Your saving peace;  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the unem-
ployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for 
good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured and 
oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 
harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our commu-
nities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church work-
ers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed 
sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 
knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dying. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have fall-



en away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 
people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“A Might Fortress Is Our God”                LSB #656  
1 A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev'ry need That hath us now o'ertaken. 
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 
 
2 With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the Valiant One, Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is. 
Of Sabaoth Lord, And there's none other God; 
He holds the field forever.  
 
3 Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us. 
We tremble not, we fear no ill, They shall not overpow'r us. 
This world's prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, 
He can harm us none, He's judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 
 
4 The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it; 
He's by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
Let these all be gone, Our vict'ry has been won; 
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
 
 


