
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Last Sunday of the Church Year 

For the Week of November 26 through December 2, 2017 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 25:31-46  [Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 

him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  32Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate 

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his 

right, but the goats on the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by 

my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and 

you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will 

answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And 

when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick 

or in prison and visit you?’ 40And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 

least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’  41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you 

cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me no food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 

clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did 

we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then 

he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do 

it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

Monday: Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24  “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 

sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been 

scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on 

a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 

countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ra-

vines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain 

heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture 

they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make 

them lie down, declares the Lord GOD.  16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind 

up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in jus-

tice.”  20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and 

the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you 

have scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between 

sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he 

shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 

prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken. 
 

Tuesday:  1 Corinthians 15:20-28  But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 

who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the 

firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom 

to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has 

put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27For “God has put all things in 

subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who 

put all things in subjection under him. 28When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be 

subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 
  

Wednesday:  Psalm 95:1-7a  Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation! 2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 

praise! 3 For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 4 In his hand are the depths of the 

earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. 5 The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry 



land. 6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 7 For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
 

Thursday (St. Andrew):  John 1:35-42  The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 

and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" 37 The two disciples heard him 

say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, "What are you 

seeking?" And they said to him, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 39 He said to 

them, "Come and you will see." So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that 

day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was An-

drew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the 

Messiah" (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "So you are Simon 

the son of John? You shall be called Cephas" (which means Peter) . 
  

Friday:  Revelation 22:1-14 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flow-

ing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side 

of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree 

were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of 

the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on 

their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be 

their light, and they will reign forever and ever.  6 And he said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. 

And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon 

take place." 7 "And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this 

book." 8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to 

worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am a 

fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. 

Worship God." 10 And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 

near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy 

still be holy." 12 "Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what 

he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." 14 Blessed 

are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the 

city by the gates. 
 

Saturday: Philippians 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Je-

sus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 

even to subject all things to himself. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Second Article: Redemption 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Al-

mighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, pur-

chased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but 

with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live 

under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as 

He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

Revelation 22:20  He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord 

Jesus!  

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Last Sunday of the Church Year: 

Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the living and the dead. 

Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your 

own from the foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns”                             LSB #532 

1 The Head that once was crowned with thorns Is crowned with glory now; 

A royal diadem adorns The mighty Victor's brow. 
 

2 The highest place that heav'n affords Is His, is His by right, 

The King of kings and Lord of lords, And heav'n's eternal Light; 
 

3 The Joy of all who dwell above, The Joy of all below 

To whom He manifests His love And grants His name to know. 
 

4 To them the cross, with all its shame, With all its grace, is giv'n; 

Their name an everlasting name, Their joy the joy of heaven. 
 

5 They suffer with their Lord below, They reign with Him above, 

Their profit and their joy to know The myst'ry of His love. 
 

6 The cross He bore is life and health, Though shame and death to Him: 

His people's hope, His people's wealth, Their everlasting theme. 


