
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 
For the Week of August 19 2016 through August 17, 2019 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 
third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 
evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 
me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-
ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

E.  Daily Bible Reading 



Sunday:  Luke 12:22-34 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, 
what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23For life is more than food, and the body more 
than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet 
God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25And which of you by being anxious can 
add a single hour to his span of life? 26If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anx-
ious about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solo-
mon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the 
field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 
29And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30For all the nations of the 
world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, seek his kingdom, and 
these things will be added to you.  32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow 
old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
 

Monday: Genesis 15:1-6 After  these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, 
“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4And behold, the 
word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5And 
he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as 
righteousness. 
 

Tuesday:  Hebrews 11:1-16 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for , the conviction of things not 
seen. 2For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was 
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.  4By faith Abel 
offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God 
commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5By faith Enoch 
was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he 
was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7By faith 
Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving 
of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. 
And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he was looking 
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received 
power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 
12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and 
as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.  13These all died in faith, not having received the 
things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
15If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 33:12-22  Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen 
as his heritage!  [13] The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man; [14] from where he 
sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth, [15] he who fashions the hearts of them all and 
observes all their deeds.  [16] The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great 
strength.  [17] The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great might it cannot rescue.  [18] Behold, 
the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love, [19] that he may deliver 
their soul from death and keep them alive in famine.  [20] Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our 
shield.  [21] For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name.  [22] Let your steadfast love, O 
LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 



 

Thursday (St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord):  Luke 1:39–55  In those days Mary arose and went with haste 
into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For 
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”  
46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has 
looked on the humble estate of his servant.  For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me,  and holy is his name.  50And his mercy is for those who 
fear him from generation to generation.  51He has shown strength with his arm;  he has scattered the proud in 
the thoughts of their hearts; 52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble 
estate; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away.  54He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring 
forever.” 
 

Friday:  Matthew 6:25-34  “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? [26] Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heav-
enly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? [27] And which of you by being anxious can 
add a single hour to his span of life? [28] And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, [29] yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not ar-
rayed like one of these. [30] But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? [31] Therefore do not be anx-
ious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ [32] For the Gentiles 
seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. [33] But seek first the king-
dom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  [34] “Therefore do not be anx-
ious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.  
 

Saturday: Exodus 14:26-15:4  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the 
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” [27] So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And 
as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. [28] The waters returned 
and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not 
one of them remained. [29] But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a 
wall to them on their right hand and on their left.  [30] Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of 
the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. [31] Israel saw the great power that the 
LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his 
servant Moses…….[15:1] Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, “I will 
sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.  [2] The 
LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, 
my father's God, and I will exalt him.  [3] The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his name.  [4] “Pharaoh's 
chariots and his host he cast into the sea, and his chosen officers were sunk in the Red Sea. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
To Parents 
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the 
Lord. Eph. 6:4 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Matthew 6:33  But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. 

 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 
Collect for The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost: 

Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer acceptable 
service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-
employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 
for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 
and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in or-
dered harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for 
our communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 
workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 
blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 
knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-
ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 
fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 
people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe”                                        LSB #666 
O little flock, fear not the foe Who madly seeks your overthrow; 
Dread not his rage and pow'r.  And though your courage sometimes faints, 
His seeming triumph o'er God's saints Lasts but a little hour. 
 

Be of good cheer; your cause belongs To Him who can avenge your wrongs; 
Leave it to Him, our Lord.  Though hidden yet from mortal eyes, 
His Gideon shall for you arise, Uphold you and His Word. 
 

As true as God's own Word is true, Not earth nor hell's satanic crew 
Against us shall prevail.  Their might? A joke, a mere facade! 
God is with us and we with God--Our vict'ry cannot fail. 
 

4 Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer; Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare, 
Fight for us once again! So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise 
A mighty chorus to Thy praise Forevermore. Amen.  
 
 

 


