
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Sevent Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of July 23, 2017 through July 29, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may 

be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 

weeds appeared also. 27And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, 'Master, did you not 

sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?' 28He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' So 

the servants said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' 29But he said, 'No, lest in gathering the 

weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I 

will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my 

barn.'"…36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, "Explain to 

us the parable of the weeds of the field." 37He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 

38The field is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil 

one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are an-

gels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of 

Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and 

throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the right-

eous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 
 

Monday: Isaiah 44:6-8 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:  "I am the 

first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.  7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.  Let him declare and 

set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people.  Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.  

8Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it?  And you are my witnesses!  Is there a 

God besides me?  There is no Rock; I know not any." 
 

Tuesday (St. James the Elder):  Mark 10:35-45  And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him 

and said to him, "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." 36 And he said to them, "What 

do you want me to do for you?" 37 And they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at 

your left, in your glory." 38 Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 

the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" 39 And they said to him, 

"We are able." And Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I 

am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for 

those for whom it has been prepared." 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and 

John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and said to them, "You know that those who are considered rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among 

you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you 

must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many."  
 

Wednesday: Romans 8:18-27 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 

sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 

hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of 

the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of child-

birth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan in-

wardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were 

saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do 

not see, we wait for it with patience.  26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what 

to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27And he 

who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 

to the will of God. 
  



Thursday:  Psalm 119:57-64  The LORD is my portion; I promise to keep your words. 58 I entreat your fa-

vor with all my heart; be gracious to me according to your promise. 59 When I think on my ways, I turn my 

feet to your testimonies; 60 I hasten and do not delay to keep your commandments. 61 Though the cords of 

the wicked ensnare me, I do not forget your law. 62 At midnight I rise to praise you, because of your right-

eous rules. 63 I am a companion of all who fear you, of those who keep your precepts. 64 The earth, O 

LORD, is full of your steadfast love; teach me your statutes! 
  

Friday:  Revelation 7:9-17  After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, "Salvation 

belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 11 And all the angels were standing around the 

throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 

worshiped God, 12 saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power 

and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are 

these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?" 14 I said to him, "Sir, you know." And he 

said to me, "These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 "Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and 

night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger no 

more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the 

midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes." 
 

Saturday: Revelation 22:12-22 (The last words of the Bible) "Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my rec-

ompense with me, to repay everyone for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 

last, the beginning and the end." 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to 

the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the 

sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16 "I, Jesus, 

have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of 

David, the bright morning star." 17 The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, 

"Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 18 I 

warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to 

him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this proph-

ecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 20 

He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of 

the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

To Workers of All Kinds 
Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey 

Christ. Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the 

will of God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you 

know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free. Eph. 6:5–8 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Romans 10:18  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory that is to be revealed to us.  

 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost: 

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your 

final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy 

hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Come Ye Thankful People Come”        LSB 892  

1 Come, ye thankful people, come; Raise the song of harvest home. 

All be safely gathered in Ere the winter storms begin; 

God, our Maker, doth provide For our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God's own temple, come; Raise the song of harvest home. 
 

2 All the world is God's own field, Fruit unto His praise to yield; 

Wheat and tares together sown, Unto joy or sorrow grown. 

First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall appear. 

Lord of harvest, grant that we Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 

3 For the Lord, our God, shall come And shall take His harvest home, 

From His field shall in that day All offences purge away, 

Give His angels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast, 

But the fruitful ears to store In His garner evermore. 
 

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come To Thy final harvest home; 

Gather Thou Thy people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin, 

There, forever purified, In Thy garner to abide. 

Come with all Thine angels, come; Raise the glorious harvest home.. 


