
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 
For the Week of July 21, 2016 through July 28, 2019 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 
third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 
evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 
me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-
ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 10:38-42  Now as they went on their  way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named 
Martha welcomed him into her house. 39And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and lis-
tened to his teaching. 40But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, 
“Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord 
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, 42but one thing is neces-
sary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”  
 

Monday:  (St. Mary Magdalene):  John 20:1-2; 10-18 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 
[2] So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”….[10] Then the 
disciples went back to their homes.  [11] But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she 
stooped to look into the tomb. [12] And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, 
one at the head and one at the feet. [13] They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” [14] Having said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. [15] Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if 
you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” [16] Jesus said to 
her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). [17] Jesus said to 
her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I 
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” [18] Mary Magdalene went and an-
nounced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.  

Tuesday:  Colossians 1:21-29 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
22he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and 
above reproach before him, 23if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the 
hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, 
Paul, became a minister. 24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what 
is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25of which I became a minister 
according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 
26the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27To them God chose to make 
known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory. 28Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may 
present everyone mature in Christ. 29For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works 
within me. 
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 27 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The LORD is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  [2] When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adver-
saries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall.  [3] Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not 
fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be confident.  [4] One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I 
seek after:  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and to inquire in his temple.  [5] For he will hide me in his shelter  in the day of trouble; he will 
conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.  [6] And now my head shall be lifted 
up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and 
make melody to the LORD.  [7] Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me!  
[8] You have said, “Seek my face.”  My heart says to you, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” [9] Hide not your 
face from me.  Turn not your servant away in anger, O you who have been my help.  Cast me not off; forsake 
me not, O God of my salvation!  [10] For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the LORD will 
take me in.  [11] Teach me your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies.  
[12] Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me, and they breathe 
out violence.  [13] I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living!  
[14] Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 
 

Thursday:  (St. James the Elder, Apostle and Brother of John):  Luke 9:28-36  Now about eight days 



after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. [29] And as 
he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. [30] And behold, 
two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, [31] who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which 
he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. [32] Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, 
but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. [33] And as the men 
were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for 
you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. [34] As he was saying these things, a 
cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. [35] And a voice came out 
of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” [36] And when the voice had spoken, Je-
sus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen. 
 

Friday:  Genesis 18:1-10a  And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door  of 
his tent in the heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of 
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and said, “O 
Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash 
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, 
and after that you may pass on— since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 
6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and 
make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who 
prepared it quickly. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And 
he stood by them under the tree while they ate.  9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, 
“She is in the tent.” 10The LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife 
shall have a son.” 
 

Saturday: Mark 7:24-30  And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he 
entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. [25] But immediately a woman 
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. [26] Now the 
woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
[27] And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children's bread and throw it 
to the dogs.” [28] But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's 
crumbs.” [29] And he said to her, “For this statement you may go your way; the demon has left your daugh-
ter.” [30] And she went home and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

Of Citizens 
Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. Matt. 22:21 
It is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of con-
science. This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to 
governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if re-
spect, then respect; if honor, then honor. Rom. 13:5–7 
I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for 
kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This 
is good, and pleases God our Savior. 1 Tim. 2:1–3 
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good. 
Titus 3:1 
Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the 
supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend 
those who do right. 1 Peter 2:13–14 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

John 11:25-26  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though 
he die, yet shall he live, [26] and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.  



 
H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 
Collect for The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost: 

O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and know the one thing needful that by Your Word 
and Spirit we may live according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-
employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 
for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 
and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in or-
dered harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for 
our communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 
workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 
blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 
knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-
ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 
fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 
people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“One Thing’s Needful”                                  LSB #536  
One thing’s needful; Lord, this treasure Teach me highly to regard. 
All else, though it first give pleasure, Is a yoke that presses hard! 
Beneath it the heart is still fretting and striving, No true, lasting happiness ever deriving. 
This one thing is needful; all others are vain-- I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain! 
 

How were Mary’s thoughts devoted Her eternal joy to find 
As intent each word she noted  At her Savior’s feet reclined! 
How kindled her heart, how devout was its feeling While hearing the lessons that Christ was revealing! 
All earthly concerns she forgot for her Lord And found her contentment in hearing His Word. 
 

Therefore You alone, my Savior, Shall be all in all to me; 
Search my heart and my behavior, Root out all hypocrisy. 
Through all my life’s pilgrimage, guard and uphold me, In loving forgiveness, O Jesus, enfold me. 
This one thing is needful; all others are vain-- I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain! 


