
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The twenty-sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

For the Week of November 13, 2016 through November 19, 2016 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 21:5-28  And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones 

and offerings, he said, [6] “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here 

one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” [7] And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these 

things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” [8] And he said, “See that you 

are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go 

after them. [9] And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, 

but the end will not be at once.”  [10] Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom. [11] There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there 

will be terrors and great signs from heaven. [12] But before all this they will lay their hands on you and perse-

cute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 

for my name's sake. [13] This will be your opportunity to bear witness. [14] Settle it therefore in your minds not 

to meditate beforehand how to answer, [15] for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adver-

saries will be able to withstand or contradict. [16] You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and 

relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. [17] You will be hated by all for my name's sake. 

[18] But not a hair of your head will perish. [19] By your endurance you will gain your lives.  [20] “But when 

you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. [21] Then let those who 

are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not those who are out in 

the country enter it, [22] for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. [23] Alas for women who 

are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth 

and wrath against this people. [24] They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations, 

and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  

[25] “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity be-

cause of the roaring of the sea and the waves, [26] people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is com-

ing on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. [27] And then they will see the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud with power and great glory. [28] Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up 

and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 

Monday: Malachi 4:1-6 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 

evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will 

leave them neither root nor branch. [2] But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with 

healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. [3] And you shall tread down the wick-

ed, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.  

[4] “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Isra-

el.  [5] “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 

[6] And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come 

and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”  
 

Tuesday :  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you re-

ceived from us. [7] For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we 

were with you, [8] nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night 

and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. [9] It was not because we do not have that right, but to 

give you in ourselves an example to imitate. [10] For even when we were with you, we would give you this 

command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. [11] For we hear that some among you walk in idle-

ness, not busy at work, but busybodies. [12] Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus 

Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.  [13] As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in 

doing good. 
 

Wednesday: Psalm 98  Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!  His right hand 



and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.  [2] The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed 

his righteousness in the sight of the nations.  [3] He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the 

house of Israel.  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  [4] Make a joyful noise to the 

LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises!  [5] Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

with the lyre and the sound of melody!  [6] With trumpets and the sound of the horn  make a joyful noise 

before the King, the LORD!  [7] Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it!  [8] Let 

the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together [9] before the LORD, for he comes to judge the 

earth.  He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.  
 

Thursday:  John 15:1-11 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. [2] Every branch in me that 

does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 

[3] Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. [4] Abide in me, and I in you. As the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. [5] I am 

the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 

me you can do nothing. [6] If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and 

the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. [7] If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. [8] By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 

and so prove to be my disciples. [9] As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. [10] If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and 

abide in his love. [11] These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

full.” 
 

Friday: Psalm 121  I lift up my eyes to the hills.  From where does my help come?  [2] My help comes from 

the LORD, who made heaven and earth.  [3] He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not 

slumber.  [4] Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  [5] The LORD is your keeper; the 

LORD is your shade on your right hand.  [6] The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.  

[7] The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.  [8] The LORD will keep your going out and 

your coming in from this time forth and forevermore.   
 

Saturday: Romans 13  Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority ex-

cept from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. [2] Therefore whoever resists the authorities 

resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. [3] For rulers are not a terror to 

good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and 

you will receive his approval, [4] for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 

does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the 

wrongdoer. [5] Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of 

conscience. [6] For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to 

this very thing. [7] Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue 

is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.  [8] Owe no one anything, except to 

love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.   
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Lord’s Prayer:  The Introduction 

Our Father who art in heaven. 
 

What does this Mean?  With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father 

and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear 

children ask their dear father. 
 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Matthew 11:28  Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for The Twenty-sixth Sunday After Pentecost: 

O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises to 

those who trust in You. Rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may 

live and abide forever in Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”               LSB 508  

1 The day is surely drawing near When Jesus, God's anointed, 

In all His power shall appear As judge whom God appointed.  

Then fright shall banish idle mirth, And flames on flames shall ravage earth 

As Scripture long has warned us. 
 

2 The final trumpet then shall sound And all the earth be shaken. 

And all who rest beneath the ground Shall from their sleep awaken. 

But all who live will in that hour, By God's almighty, boundless pow'r 

Be changed at His commanding. 
 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way In fear and tribulation. 

O hear and grant our fervent plea; Come, mighty judge, and make us free 

From death and ev'ry evil. 

 


