
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of November 19 through November 25, 2017 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 25:14-30  "For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and en-

trusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to 

his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and 

he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had 

received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time the 

master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents 

came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made 

five talents more.' 21 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant.You have been faithful over 

a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.' 22 And he also who had the two talents 

came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.' 23 His 

master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 

over much. Enter into the joy of your master.' 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, say-

ing, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered 

no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' 26 But 

his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and 

gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my 

coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to 

him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. 

But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the 

outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 
 

Monday: Zephaniah 1:7-16  Be silent before the Lord GOD!  For the day of the LORD is near; the LORD has 

prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests.  8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice “I will punish the 

officials and the king’s sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire.  9On that day I will punish everyone 

who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud.  10“On that 

day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash 

from the hills. 11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; all who weigh out silver are 

cut off. 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men who are complacent, those 

who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.’  13Their goods shall be plundered, 

and their houses laid waste.  Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vine-

yards, they shall not drink wine from them.”  14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the 

sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. 15A day of wrath is that day, a day of 

distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick 

darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 
 

Tuesday:  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to 

have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a 

thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come 

upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, 

brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are 

not of the night or of the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 

7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the 

day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For 

God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so 

that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build one 

another up, just as you are doing. 
  

Wednesday:  Psalm 90:1-12  Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 2 Before the moun-

tains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you 



are God. 3 You return man to dust and say, "Return, O children of man!" 4 For a thousand years in your sight 

are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night. 5 You sweep them away as with a flood; they are 

like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning: 6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the 

evening it fades and withers. 7 For we are brought to an end by your anger; by your wrath we are dismayed. 8 

You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence. 9 For all our days pass away 

under your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 10 The years of our life are seventy, or even by rea-

son of strength eighty; yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 11 Who con-

siders the power of your anger, and your wrath according to the fear of you? 12 So teach us to number our days 

that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
 

Thursday:  Ephesians 6:10-20 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole 

armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand 

therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as 

shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up 

the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet 

of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with 

all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 

19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the 

gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 
  

Friday:  Luke 18:15-17 Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when 

the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them to him, saying, "Let the children come to 

me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 17 Truly, I say to you, whoever does 

not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it." 
 

Saturday: Psalm 133 Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 2 It is like the pre-

cious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his 

robes! 3 It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! For there the LORD has com-

manded the blessing, life forevermore. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Second Article: Redemption 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Al-

mighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, pur-

chased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but 

with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live 

under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as 

He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

I Thessalonians 5:8  But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith 

and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.  



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost: 

Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises to those 

who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light of Your  

Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”                               LSB #508 

1 The day is surely drawing near When Jesus, God's anointed, 

In all His power shall appear As judge whom God appointed.  

Then fright shall banish idle mirth, And flames on flames shall ravage earth As Scripture long has warned us. 
 

4 Then woe to those who scorned the Lord And sought but carnal pleasures, 

Who here despised His precious Word And loved their earthly treasures! 

With shame and trembling they will stand And at the judge's stern command To Satan be delivered. 
 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe And for my sin was smitten; 

Within the Book of Life I know My name has now been written. 

I will not doubt, for I am free And Satan cannot treaten me; There is no condemnation! 
 

6 May Christ our intercessor be And through His blood and merit 

Read from His book that we are free With all who life inherit. 

Then we shall see Him face to face, With all His saints in that blest place Which He has purchased for us.  
 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way In fear and tribulation. 

O hear and grant our fervent plea; Come, mighty judge, and make us free From death and ev'ry evil. 


