
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

For the Week of October 2, 2016 through October 8, 2016 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 17:1-10 And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one 

through whom they come! 2It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were 

cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. 3Pay attention to yourselves! If your 

brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and 

turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”  5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase 

our faith!” 6And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry 

tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.  7“Will any one of you who has a servant 

plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? 

8Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, 

and afterward you will eat and drink’? 9Does he thank the servant because he did what was commanded? 10So 

you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only 

done what was our duty.’” 
 

Monday: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw.  2O LORD, how long shall I cry 

for help, and you will not hear?  Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save?  3Why do you make me see 

iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong?  Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention 

arise.  4So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth.  For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice 

goes forth perverted….  1I will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower,  and look out to 

see what he will say to me,  and what I will answer concerning my complaint.  2And the LORD answered me: 

“Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it.  3For still the vision awaits its appointed 

time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie.  If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.  

4“Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.  
 

Tuesday:  2 Timothy 1:1-14 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the promise of the 

life that is in Christ Jesus, 2To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  3I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember 

you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may be filled 

with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your moth-

er Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 6For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of 

God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 7for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and 

love and self-control. 8Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, 

but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not 

because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the 

ages began, 10and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abol-

ished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11for which I was appointed a preach-

er and apostle and teacher, 12which is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have 

believed, and I am convinced that he is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me. 13Follow 

the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14By 

the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you. 
 

Wednesday: Psalm 62  For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation.  [2] He alone is 

my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be greatly shaken.  [3] How long will all of you attack a man 

to batter him, like a leaning wall, a tottering fence?  [4] They only plan to thrust him down from his high posi-

tion.  They take pleasure in falsehood.  They bless with their mouths, but inwardly they curse. Selah [5] For 

God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him.  [6] He only is my rock and my salvation, my 

fortress; I shall not be shaken.  [7] On God rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge is God.  

[8] Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us. Selah [9] Those 

of low estate are but a breath; those of high estate are a delusion; in the balances they go up; they are together 

lighter than a breath.  [10] Put no trust in extortion; set no vain hopes on robbery; if riches increase, set not your 



heart on them. [11] Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this:  that power belongs to God, [12] and that to 

you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love.  For you will render to a man according to his work  
 

Thursday:  1 Peter 3:13-22  Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? [14] But 

even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 

[15] but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who 

asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, [16] having a good con-

science, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 

[17] For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.  [18] For Christ 

also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death 

in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, [19] in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 

[20] because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 

being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. [21] Baptism, which 

corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, [22] who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 
 

Friday: Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. [2] The earth was 

without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 

the face of the waters.  [3] And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. [4] And God saw that the 

light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. [5] God called the light Day, and the darkness 

he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day….[26] Then God said, “Let us 

make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 

the earth.”  [27] So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 

he created them.  [28] And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over eve-

ry living thing that moves on the earth.” [29] And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding 

seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 

[30] And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, 

everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. [31] And God 

saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morn-

ing, the sixth day. 
 

Saturday: 2 Corinthians 13:11-14  Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree 

with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. [12] Greet one another with a 

holy kiss. [13] All the saints greet you.  [14] The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Seventh Commandment 

You shall not steal. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or 

possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and 

income. 
 

The Eighth Commandment 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, be-

tray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything 

in the kindest way. 
 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

I Peter 3:15  But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

and respect. 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for The Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost: 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, by Your grace hear the prayers of Your 

Church. Grant that those things which we ask in faith we may receive through Your bountiful mer-

cy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“I Know My Faith is Founded”                                                LSB #587 

1 I know my faith is founded On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord; 

And this my faith confessing, Unmoved I stand on His sure Word. 

Our reason cannot fathom The truth of God profound; 

Who trusts in human wisdom Relies on shifting ground. 

God's Word is all-sufficient, It makes divinely sure; 

And trusting in its wisdom, My faith shall rest secure. 
 

 


