
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of October 22 through October 28, 2017 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 22:15–22  Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle Him [Jesus] in his talk.  

16And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true 

and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by 

appearances. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of 

their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought 

him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” 

Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are 

God’s.” 22When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 
 

Monday (St. James of Jerusalem):  Acts 15:12-22a  And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Bar-

nabas and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 

After they finished speaking, James replied, "Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how God first visit-

ed the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name.15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, just 

as it is written, 16 "'After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its 

ruins, and I will restore it, 17 that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are 

called by my name, says the Lord, who makes these things 18 known from of old.' 19 Therefore my judgment 

is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, 20 but should write to them to abstain from 

the things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been strangled, and from blood. 21 

For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath 

in the synagogues."  22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose 

men from among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. 
 

Tuesday:  Isaiah 45:1–7  Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to 

subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates may not be 

closed: 2“I will go before you and level the exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut 

through the bars of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may 

know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.  4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me.  5I am the LORD, and 

there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, 6that people may know, 

from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no 

other.  7I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the LORD, who does all 

these things. 
  

Wednesday:  1 Thessalonians 1:1–10  Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in 

God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2We give thanks to God always for all of 

you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith 

and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers loved by God, 

that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy 

Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And 

you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the 

Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has 

the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth 

everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception 

we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for 

his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 
 

Thursday:  Psalm 96:1-9  Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! 2 Sing to the 

LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 3 Declare his glory among the nations, his mar-

velous works among all the peoples! 4 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared 

above all gods. 5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens.   



6 Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 7 Ascribe to the LORD, O 

families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his 

name; bring an offering, and come into his courts! 9 Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble 

before him, all the earth! 
  

Friday:  Exodus 20:1-17 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought 

you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 "You shall have no other gods before me. 4 "You 

shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in 

the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for 

I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the 

fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and 

keep my commandments. 7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will 

not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days 

you shall labor, and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you 

shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your 

livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the 

sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and 

made it holy. 12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD 

your God is giving you. 13 "You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 15 "You shall not 

steal. 16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's 

house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's." 
 

Saturday (St. Simon and St. Jude):  Luke 6:12-16  In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and 

all night he continued in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them 

twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and 

John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15 and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Si-

mon who was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Ninth Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s 

inheritance or house, or get it in a way which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in 

keeping it. 
 

The Tenth Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or any-

thing that belongs to your neighbor. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our neigh-

bor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.  

 

 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost: 
O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our ruler and guide we 

may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”                               LSB #940 

1 Holy God, we praise Thy name; Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 

All on earth Thy scepter claim, All in heav'n above adore Thee. 

Infinite Thy vast domain, Everlasting is Thy reign. 
 

2 Hark! the glad celestial hymn Angel choirs above are raising; 

Cherubim and seraphim, In unceasing chorus praising, 

Fill the heav'ns with sweet accord:  "Holy, holy, holy Lord!" 
 

3 Lo, th'apostles' holy train Join Thy sacred name to hallow; 

Prophets swell the glad refrain, And the white-robed martyrs follow, 

And from morn to set of sun Through the Church the song goes on. 
 

4 Thou art King of glory, Christ; Son of God, yet born of Mary. 

For us sinners sacrificed, As to death a Tributary, 

First to break the bars of death, Thou hast opened heav'n to faith. 
 

5 Holy Father, holy Son, Holy Spirit, three we name Thee, 

Though in essence only one, Undivided God we claim Thee 

And, adoring, bend the knee While we own the mystery. 


