
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

For the Week of September 25, 2016 through October 1, 2016 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 16:19-31  “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 

sumptuously every day. [20] And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, [21] who 

desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

[22] The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was bur-

ied, [23] and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 

[24] And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in 

water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ [25] But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that 

you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted 

here, and you are in anguish. [26] And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in 

order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to 

us.’ [27] And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house—[28] for I have five brothers—

so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ [29] But Abraham said, ‘They have 

Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ [30] And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to 

them from the dead, they will repent.’ [31] He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither 

will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” 
 

Monday: Amos 6:1-7 “Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who feel secure on the mountain of 

Samaria, the notable men of the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel comes!  [2] Pass over to Cal-

neh, and see, and from there go to Hamath the great; then go down to Gath of the Philistines.  Are you better 

than these kingdoms?  Or is their territory greater than your territory, [3] O you who put far away the day of 

disaster and bring near the seat of violence?  [4] “Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and stretch themselves 

out on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the midst of the stall, [5] who sing idle 

songs to the sound of the harp and like David invent for themselves instruments of music, [6] who drink wine 

in bowls and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!  [7] Therefore 

they shall now be the first of those who go into exile, and the revelry of those who stretch themselves out shall 

pass away.”  
 

Tuesday:  1 Timothy 6:6-19  But godliness with contentment is great gain, [7] for we brought nothing into the 

world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. [8] But if we have food and clothing, with these we will 

be content. [9] But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harm-

ful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. [10] For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 

evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 

pangs.  [11] But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, stead-

fastness, gentleness. [12] Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called 

and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. [13] I charge you in the 

presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate 

made the good confession, [14] to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, [15] which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sover-

eign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, [16] who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, 

whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.  [17] As for the rich in 

this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, 

who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. [18] They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be gen-

erous and ready to share, [19] thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so 

that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 
 

Wednesday: Psalm 146  Praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD, O my soul!  [2] I will praise the LORD as long 

as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.  [3] Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, 

in whom there is no salvation.  [4] When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans 

perish.  [5] Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, [6] who made 



heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; [7] who executes justice for the op-

pressed, who gives food to the hungry.  The LORD sets the prisoners free; [8] the LORD opens the eyes of the 

blind.  The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.  [9] The LORD watches 

over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.  

[10] The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations.  Praise the LORD!  
 

Thursday (Feast of St. Michael and All Angels):  Revelation 12:7-12 Now war arose in heaven, Michael 

and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8but he was defeated, 

and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 

serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world— he was thrown down to the earth, 

and his angels were thrown down with him. 10And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation 

and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 

brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11And they have conquered 

him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto 

death. 12Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the 

devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”  
 

Friday: Luke 10:17-20 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us 

in your name!” 18And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19Behold, I have given 

you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt 

you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are 

written in heaven.”  
 

Saturday: 1 Timothy 3:1-13  The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires 

a noble task. [2] Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-

controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, [3] not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, 

not a lover of money. [4] He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children sub-

missive, [5] for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's 

church? [6] He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the con-

demnation of the devil. [7] Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into 

disgrace, into a snare of the devil.  [8] Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted 

to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. [9] They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear con-

science. [10] And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blame-

less. [11] Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 

[12] Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own households well. 

[13] For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the 

faith that is in Christ Jesus.  
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Fifth Commandment 

You shall not murder. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his 

body, but help and support him in every physical need. 
 

The Sixth Commandment 

You shall not commit adultery. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in 

what we say and do, and husband and wife love and honor each other. 
 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Matthew 28:19-20  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 



Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have command-

ed you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost: 

O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without Your aid we can do no good 

thing.  Grant us the help of Your grace that we may please you in both will and deed; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”                                  LSB #708 

1 Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; I pray Thee, ne'er from me depart, With tender mercy cheer me. 

Earth has no pleasure I would share, Yea, heav'n itself were void and bare If Thou, Lord, were not near me.  

And should my heart for sorrow break, My trust in Thee no one could shake. 

Thou art the portion I have sought; Thy precious blood my soul has bought. 

Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word. 

 

2 Yea, Lord, 'twas Thy rich bounty gave My body, soul, and all I have In this poor life of labor. 

Lord, grant that I in ev'ry place May glorify Thy lavish grace And help and serve my neighbor. 

Let no false doctrine me beguile; And Satan not my soul defile. 

Give strength and patience unto me To bear my cross and follow Thee.  

Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

In death Thy comfort still afford. 

 
 


