
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

For the Week of September 11, 2016 through September 17, 2016 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 15:1-10 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2And the Phari-

sees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”  3So he told them this 

parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine 

in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has found it, he lays it on 

his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to 

them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.  8“Or 

what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek 

diligently until she finds it? 9And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of 

God over one sinner who repents.”  
 

Monday Ezekiel 34: 11-24 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will 

seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so 

will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of 

clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, 

and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in 

all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of 

Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall 

feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie 

down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the 

injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.  

17“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and 

male goats. 18Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the 

rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 

19And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your 

feet?  20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and 

the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you 

have scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between 

sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he 

shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 

prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.”  
 

Tuesday:  1 Timothy 1:12-17 I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he 

judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and inso-

lent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord 

overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of 

full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I re-

ceived mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an 

example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the 

only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Wednesday (Holy Cross Day): John 12:20-33  Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were 

some Greeks. [21] So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to 

see Jesus.” [22] Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. [23] And Jesus answered 

them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. [24] Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. [25] Whoever loves his 

life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. [26] If anyone serves me, he 

must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.  



[27] “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I 

have come to this hour. [28] Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and 

I will glorify it again.” [29] The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An 

angel has spoken to him.” [30] Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. [31] Now is the 

judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. [32] And I, when I am lifted up from the 

earth, will draw all people to myself.” [33] He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die.  
 

Thursday:  1 Corinthians 1:18-25  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. [19] For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 

the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”  [20] Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 

Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? [21] For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 

preach to save those who believe. [22] For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, [23] but we preach 

Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, [24] but to those who are called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. [25] For the foolishness of God is wiser than 

men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.   
 

Friday: Psalm 119:169-176  Let my cry come before you, O LORD; give me understanding according to 

your word!  [170] Let my plea come before you; deliver me according to your word.  [171] My lips will pour 

forth praise, for you teach me your statutes.  [172] My tongue will sing of your word, for all your command-

ments are right.  [173] Let your hand be ready to help me, for I have chosen your precepts.  [174] I long for 

your salvation, O LORD, and your law is my delight.  [175] Let my soul live and praise you, and let your rules 

help me. [176] I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant, for I do not forget your commandments. 
 

Saturday: John 19:19-30  Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, 

the King of the Jews.” [20] Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was 

near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. [21] So the chief priests of the Jews said to 

Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” [22] Pilate 

answered, “What I have written I have written.”  [23] When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 

garments and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, 

woven in one piece from top to bottom, [24] so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it 

to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among 

them, and for my clothing they cast lots.”  So the soldiers did these things, [25] but standing by the cross of 

Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. [26] When Je-

sus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, 

your son!” [27] Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her 

to his own home.  [28] After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I 

thirst.” [29] A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch 

and held it to his mouth. [30] When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed 

his head and gave up his spirit. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The First Commandment 

You shall have no other gods. 

What does this mean?  We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 
 

The Second Commandment 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, 

lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 
 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

I Corinthians 1:18  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God.  

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost: 

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. Rescue and preserve us 

that we may not be lost forever but follow You, rejoicing in the way that leads to eternal life; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”          LSB 609 

1 Jesus sinners doth receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder 

Who in sin's delusions live And from God and heaven wander! 

Here is hope for all who grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

2 We deserve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 

Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; Here their ills have perfect healing 

Firmly in these words believe: Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

3 Sheep that from the fold did stray No true shepherd e'er forsaketh; 

Weary souls that lost their way Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh 

In His arms that they may live:  Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

 


