
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of October 1 through October 7, 2017 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 21:23-32  And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came up to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 

this authority?" 24 Jesus answered them, "I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I 

also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 The baptism of John, from where did it come? From 

heaven or from man?" And they discussed it among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say 

to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' 26 But if we say, 'From man,'we are afraid of the crowd, for they all 

hold that John was a prophet." 27 So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither 

will I tell you by what authority I do these things.  28 "What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went 

to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' 29 And he answered, 'I will not,' but afterward he 

changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, 'I go, sir,' but 

did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly, I 

say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to 

you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 

him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him. 
 

Monday: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32  The word of the LORD came to me: 2 "What do you mean by repeating this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, 'The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on 

edge'? 3 As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Behold, all 

souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die…… 25 

"Yet you say, 'The way of the Lord is not just.' Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your 

ways that are not just? 26 When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he 

shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27 Again, when a wicked person turns away from 

the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28 Because he consid-

ered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29 

Yet the house of Israel says, 'The way of the Lord is not just.' O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not 

your ways that are not just? 30 "Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 

declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31 Cast away 

from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! 

Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; 

so turn, and live." 
 

Tuesday:  Psalm 25:1-10  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 2 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to 

shame; let not my enemies exult over me. 3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be 

ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 5 Lead 

me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long. 6 Remem-

ber your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 7 Remember not the sins of 

my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, 

O LORD! 8 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 9 He leads the humble in 

what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
  

Wednesday:  Philippians 2:1-18  So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any par-

ticipation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the 

same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 

others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in 

the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the 

form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and 



bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father.  12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 

much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in 

you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 14 Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15 that 

you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted gen-

eration, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of 

Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink of-

fering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should 

be glad and rejoice with me. 
 

Thursday:  Psalm 133  Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 2 It is like the pre-

cious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his 

robes! 3 It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! For there the LORD has com-

manded the blessing, life forevermore. 
  

Friday:  I Peter 1:17-25 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's 

deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed 

from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but 

with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown before 

the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 21 who through him 

are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in 

God. 22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one an-

other earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperisha-

ble, through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for "All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower 

of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25 but the word of the Lord remains forever."And this word 

is the good news that was preached to you. 
 

Saturday:  Jeremiah 1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests who were in Anathoth 

in the land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king 

of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 

Judah, and until the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the captivity 

of Jerusalem in the fifth month.  4 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5 "Before I formed you in 

the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations." 

6 Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth." 7 But the LORD 

said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a youth'; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I com-

mand you, you shall speak. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the LORD." 

9 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, "Behold, I have put 

my words in your mouth. 10 See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to 

break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant." 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Fourth Commandment 

Honor your father and your mother. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and 

other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them. 

 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

Philippians 2:8  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross.  

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost: 

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority.  Enlighten our minds 

by Your Holy Spirit that , confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-

ever. Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”                              LSB #655 

1 1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit and sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son And bring to naught all He has done. 
 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow'r make known, For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we May sing your praise eternally. 
 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life. 


