
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of September 10 through September 16, 2017 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 18:1-20  At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the king-

dom of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, 

unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles 

himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  5“Whoever receives one such child in my 

name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 

him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.  7“Woe to the 

world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the tempta-

tion comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to 

enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire.  9And if your eye 

causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes 

to be thrown into the hell of fire.  10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in 

heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 12What do you think? If a man has a 

hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in 

search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over 

the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these 

little ones should perish.  15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 

alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others 

along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses 

to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gen-

tile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and what-

ever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about any-

thing they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my 

name, there am I among them.” 
 

Monday: Ezekiel 33:7-9 “So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you 

hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you 

shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in 

his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he 

does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 
 

Tuesday:  Romans 13:1-10 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 

except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities 

resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good 

conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will 

receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 

bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.  

5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience.6For 

because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to 

all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom 

respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one 

who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall 

not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this 

word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 
  

Wednesday: Psalm 32:1-7  Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2 

Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 3 For 

when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your hand 

was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah 5 I acknowledged my sin to 



you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave 

the iniquity of my sin. Selah 6 Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may 

be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him. 7 You are a hiding place for me; you pre-

serve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
  

Thursday (Holy Cross Day):  John 12:20-33  Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were 

some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, "Sir, we wish to 

see Jesus." 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered 

them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his 

life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he 

must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor 

him.  27 "Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? But for this pur-

pose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from heaven: "I have glori-

fied it, and I will glorify it again." 29 The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Oth-

ers said, "An angel has spoken to him." 30 Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31 

Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up 

from the earth, will draw all people to myself." 33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to 

die. 
  

Friday:  I Corinthians 1:18-25  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 

discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is 

the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of 

God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to 

save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ cruci-

fied, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 

Saturday: Deuteromy 6:1-9  "Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the rules that the LORD your 

God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess 

it, 2 that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes 

and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long. 3 

Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply 

greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey. 4 

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on 

your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 

house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a 

sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts 

of your house and on your gates.  

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The First Commandment 
You shall have no other gods. 

What does this mean?  We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Deuteronmy 6:4 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.” 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, 

that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish 

them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker”                               LSB #820 

1 My soul, now bless your Maker!  Let all within me bless His name 

Who makes you full partaker Of mercies more than you dare claim. 

Forget Him not whose meekness Still bears with all your sin, 

Who heals your ev'ry weakness, Renews your life within; 

Whose grace and care are endless And saved you through the past; 

Who leaves no suff'rer friendless But rights the wronged at last. 
 

2 He offers all His treasure Of justice, truth, and righteousness, 

His love beyond all measure, His yearning pity o'er distress, 

Nor treats us as we merit, But sets His anger by. 

The poor and contrite spirit Finds His compassion nigh; 

And high as heav'n above us, As dawn from close of day, 

So far, since He has loved us, He puts our sins away. 


