
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
For the Week of September 8, 2016 through September 14, 2016 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 
third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 
evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 
me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-
ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 14:25-35 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26“If any-
one comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 



and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me 
cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, 
whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who see it begin to mock him, 30saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, 
going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten 
thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great 
way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33So therefore, any one of you who does not re-
nounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 34“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness 
be restored? 35It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear.”  
 

Monday Deuteronomy 30:15-20 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey 
the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God, by 
walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and 
multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 
17But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve 
them, 18I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are go-
ing over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 
20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, 
that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 
them.” 
 

Tuesday:  Philemon 1-21 Paul, a pr isoner  for  Chr ist J esus, and Timothy our  brother , To Philemon our  
beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  4I thank my God always when I re-
member you in my prayers, 5because I hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus 
and for all the saints, 6and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of 
every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7For I have derived much joy and comfort from your love, 
my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you.  8Accordingly, though I am bold 
enough in Christ to command you to do what is required, 9yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, 
an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I 
became in my imprisonment. 11(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to 
me.) 12I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13I would have been glad to keep him with me, 
in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14but I preferred to do 
nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own accord. 
15For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have him back forever, 16no 
longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, 
both in the flesh and in the Lord.  17So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 
18If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, write this with my 
own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, I want some 
benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ.  21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, know-
ing that you will do even more than I say.  
 

Wednesday: Psalm 1  Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; [2] but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he medi-
tates day and night.  [3] He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its 
leaf does not wither.  In all that he does, he prospers.  [4] The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind 
drives away.  [5] Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous; [6] for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

Thursday:  Psalm 103:1-13  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!  
[2] Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, [3] who forgives all your iniquity, who heals 
all your diseases, [4] who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
[5] who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.  [6] The LORD works right-
eousness and justice for all who are oppressed.  [7] He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people 



of Israel.  [8] The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  [9] He will 
not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever.  [10] He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor 
repay us according to our iniquities.  [11] For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his stead-
fast love toward those who fear him; [12] as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our trans-
gressions from us.  [13] As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to 
those who fear him.  
 

Friday: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 The point is this: whoever  sows spar ingly will also reap spar ingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. [7] Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. [8] And God is able to make all grace abound 
to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. [9] As it is 
written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”  [10] He who 
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness. [11] You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God. [12] For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the 
needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. [13] By their approval of this ser-
vice, they will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of 
Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, [14] while they long for you and 
pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. [15] Thanks be to God for his inexpressible 
gift!  
 

Saturday (Holy Cross Day): 1 Corinthians 1:18-25  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are per-
ishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. [19] For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom 
of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”  [20] Where is the one who is wise? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? [21] For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of 
what we preach to save those who believe. [22] For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, [23] but we 
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, [24] but to those who are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. [25] For the foolishness of God is wiser 
than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
To Youth 
Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with hu-
mility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble your-
selves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time. 1 Peter 5:5–6 
To Widows 
The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray 
and to ask God for help. But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives. 1 Tim. 5:5–6 
To Everyone 
The commandments . . . are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Rom. 13:9 
I urge . . . that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone. 1 Tim. 2:1 
 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 
Collect for The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost: 

O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for us all. Grant us courage 
and strength to take up the cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 



I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-
employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 
for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 
and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in or-
dered harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for 
our communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 
workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 
blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 
knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-
ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 
fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 
people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Guide me, O Thou Great Redeemer ”                   LSB #918 
1 Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, Pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; Hold me with Thy pow'rful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven Feed me till I want no more; 
Feed me till I want no more. 
 

2 Open now the crystal fountain Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, Be Thou still my strength and shield; 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 
 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death and hell's destruction, Land me safe on Canaan's side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to Thee; 
I will ever give to Thee. 


