
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of August 27, 2017 through September 2, 2017 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 16:13-20  Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disci-

ples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say 

Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Si-

mon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 

you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 

18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 

in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he strictly charged the disciples 

to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
 

Monday: Isaiah 51:1-6 “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the 

rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.  2Look to Abraham your father 

and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him and multiply him.  

3For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert 

like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.  

4“Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set 

my justice for a light to the peoples.  5My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my arms 

will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait.  6Lift up your eyes to the heav-

ens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like  smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, 

and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my righteousness will 

never be dismayed. 
 

Tuesday (Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist):  Mark 6:14-29  King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had 

become known. Some said, "John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous 

powers are at work in him." 15 But others said, "He is Elijah." And others said, "He is a prophet, like one of the 

prophets of old." 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been raised." 17 For it 

was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's 

wife, because he had married her. 18 For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your 

brother's wife." 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 

20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard 

him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his 

birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 For when 

Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, "Ask 

me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you." 23 And he vowed to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will 

give you, up to half of my kingdom." 24 And she went out and said to her mother, "For what should I ask?" 

And she said, "The head of John the Baptist." 25 And she came in immediately with haste to the king and 

asked, saying, "I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." 26 And the king was 

exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to her. 27 And 

immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the 

prison 28 and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When 

his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 
 

Wednesday: Romans 11:33-12:8  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How un-

searchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, or 

who has been his counselor?”  35“Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”  36For from him 

and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.  1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, 

by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship.  2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  3For by the grace 



given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think 

with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have 

many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5so we, though many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of another. 6Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let 

us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teach-

ing; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with 

zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.  
  

Thursday:  Psalm 138  I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise; 

2 I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faith-

fulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and your word. 3 On the day I called, you answered 

me; my strength of soul you increased. 4 All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD, for they 

have heard the words of your mouth, 5 and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of 

the LORD. 6 For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he knows from afar. 7 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; you stretch out your hand against the wrath of 

my enemies, and your right hand delivers me. 8 The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast 

love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands. 
  

Friday:  I Thessalonians 5:14-22 And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, 

help the weak, be patient with them all. 15 See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do 

good to one another and to everyone. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all cir-

cumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise 

prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 
 

Saturday: Ephesians 6:1-9 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father 

and mother" (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 "that it may go well with you and that you may 

live long in the land." 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 

and instruction of the Lord.  5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, 

as you would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the 

will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that 

whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 9 Masters, 

do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in 

heaven, and that there is no partiality with him. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Introduction:  Our Father who art in heaven. 

What does this Mean? With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and 

that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask 

their dear father. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

I Thessalonians 5:16-18  Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost: 

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the Way, 

the Truth, and the Life, that we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the 

way that leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 



with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Built on the Rock”                                 LSB #645  

1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand Even when steeples are falling. 

Crumbled have spires in ev'ry land; Bells still are chiming and calling, 

Calling the young and old to rest, But above all the soul distressed, Longing for rest everlasting. 
 

2 Surely in temples made with hands God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 

High above earth His temple stands, All earthly temples excelling. 

Yet He who dwells in heav'n above Chooses to live with us in love, Making our bodies His temple. 
 

3 We are God's house of living stones, Built for His own habitation. 

He through baptismal grace us owns Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 

Were we but two His name to tell, Yet He would deign with us to dwell, With all His grace and His favor. 
 

4 Here stands the font before our eyes, Telling how God has received us; 

Th'altar recalls Christ's sacrifice And what His Supper here gives us. 

Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim Christ yesterday, today, the same, And evermore, our Redeemer.  
 

5 Grant then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come Where Christ His message is bringing: 

"I know mine own, My own know Me, You, not the world, My face shall see. My peace I leave with you. 

Amen." 


