
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Third Sunday in Lent  

For the Week of March 19, 2017 through March 25, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday (St. Joseph):  Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23  Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord ap-

peared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 

until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." 14 And he rose and took the child and 

his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill 

what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out of Egypt I called my son."….. 19 But when Herod died, behold, 

an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, "Rise, take the child and his mother and 

go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead." 21 And he rose and took the child and his 

mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of 

his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 

And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: "He 

shall be called a Nazarene." 
 

Monday: John 4:5-26 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his 

son Joseph. 6Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It 

was about the sixth hour.  7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 

8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that 

you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus 

answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have 

asked him, and he would have given you living water." 11The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw 

water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He 

gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock." 13Jesus said to her, "Everyone who 

drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 

thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 

15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw wa-

ter."  16Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." 17The woman answered him, "I have no hus-

band." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18for you have had five husbands, and the 

one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true." 19The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive 

that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place 

where people ought to worship." 21Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on 

this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship 

what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true wor-

shipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is 

spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 25The woman said to him, "I know that Mes-

siah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things." 26Jesus said to her, "I who 

speak to you am he."  
 

Tuesday:  Exodus 17:1-7 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by 

stages, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the peo-

ple to drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us water to drink." And Moses said to 

them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?" 3But the people thirsted there for water, and the 

people grumbled against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 

our livestock with thirst?" 4So Moses cried to the Lord, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready 

to stone me." 5And the Lord said to Moses, "Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of 

Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will stand before you 

there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will 

drink." And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and 

Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the Lord by saying, "Is the 

Lord among us or not?" 
 

Wednesday:  Matthew 27:45-50  Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth 



hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, 

"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, "This man is 

calling Elijah." 48 And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed 

and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him." 50 

And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
 

Thursday:  Romans 5:1-8 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 

and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffer-

ing produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not 

put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 

given to us.  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarce-

ly die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God 

shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

Friday: Psalm 95:1-9  Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salva-

tion! 2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 

praise! 3 For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 4 In his hand are the depths of the 

earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. 5 The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry 

land. 6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 7 For he is our 

God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do not 

harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 9 when your fathers put me to 

the test and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 
 

Saturday (Annunciation of Our Lord): Luke 1:26-38  In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from 

God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, 

the Lord is with you!" 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting 

this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 

David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34 And 

Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 And the angel answered her, "The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 

born will be called holy--the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also con-

ceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible 

with God." 38 And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word." 

And the angel departed from her. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
What do you believe according to these words? 

I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, in particular 

when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who 

repent of their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ 

our dear Lord dealt with us Himself. 
 

 G.  Verse for the Week:   

Romans 5:6, 8  For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. …8but 

God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.   



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Third Sunday in Lent:   

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your 

ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 

unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”          LSB #823/824 

1 May God bestow on us His grace, With blessings rich provide us; 

And may the brightness of His face To life eternal guide us, 

That we His saving health may know, His gracious will and pleasure, 

And also to the heathen show Christ's riches without measure 

And unto God convert them. 
 

2 Thine over all shall be the praise And thanks of ev'ry nation; 

And all the world with joy shall raise The voice of exultation. 

For Thou shalt judge the earth, O Lord, Nor suffer sin to flourish; 

Thy people's pasture is Thy Word Their souls to feed and nourish, 

In righteous paths to keep them. 
 

3 O let the people praise Thy worth, In all good works increasing; 

The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth, Thy Word is rich in blessing. 

May God the Father, God the Son, And God the Spirit bless us! 

Let all the world praise Him alone; Let solemn awe possess us. 

Now let our hearts say "Amen!" 


