
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Second Sunday in Lent  

For the Week of March 12, 2017 through March 18, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  John 3:1-17  Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man 

came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can 

do these signs that you do unless God is with him." 3Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 

born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 4Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man be born when he is 

old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?" 5Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born 

again.' 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit."  9Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things 

be?" 10Jesus answered him, "Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, 

truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our 

testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly 

things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life."  16"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
 

Monday: Numbers 21:4-9  From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses, 

“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we 

loathe this worthless food.” 6 Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 

many people of Israel died. 7 And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken 

against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for 

the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, 

when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he 

would look at the bronze serpent and live. 
 

Tuesday:  Genesis 12:1-9 Now the Lord said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your fa-

ther's house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 

you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  4So Abram went, as the Lord had told 

him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took 

Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they 

had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 

6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were 

in the land. 7Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built 

there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Beth-

el and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east.  And there he built an altar to the Lord and 

called upon the name of the Lord. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 
 

Wednesday:  John 19:23-27 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them 

into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top 

to bottom, 24 so they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be."This was 

to fulfill the Scripture which says, "They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast 

lots."So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sis-

ter, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 

loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your son!" 27 Then he said to the disciple, 

"Behold, your mother!" And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
 

Thursday:  Romans 4:1-8; 13-17  What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according 



to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 

3For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness." 

4Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not 

work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks 

of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:  7"Blessed are those whose 

lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;  8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not 

count his sin."  13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 

come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to 

be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is 

no transgression.  16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guar-

anteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 

Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations"—in the 

presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do 

not exist.    

Friday: Psalm 121  I lift up my eyes to the hills.  From where does my help come?  2 My help comes from 

the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  3 He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slum-

ber.  4 Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  5 The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your 

shade on your right hand.  6 The sun shall not strike you by day,  nor the moon by night.  7 The Lord will keep 

you from all evil; he will keep your life.  8 The Lord will keep  your going out and your coming in from this 

time forth and forevermore. 
 

Saturday: Hebrews 13:1-17  Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 

for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison 

with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 4 Let marriage be held in honor 

among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 5 

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, "I will never 

leave you nor forsake you." 6 So we can confidently say, "The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can 

man do to me?" 7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of 

their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not 

be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by 

foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them. 10 We have an altar from which those who serve the 

tent have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the 

high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in or-

der to sanctify the people through his own blood. 13 Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the 

reproach he endured. 14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 15 Through him 

then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 

16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 17 Obey 

your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an 

account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.  

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
Where is this written? (Concerning the Office of the Keys) 

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty:  The Lord Jesus breathed on His disci-

ples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not 

forgive them, they are not forgiven.” [John 20:22-23] 
 

 G.  Verse for the Week:   

John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life.   



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Second Sunday in Lent:   

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all 

adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the 

soul; through Jesus Christ, Your son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”               LSB #708  

1 Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; I pray Thee, ne'er from me depart, With tender mercy cheer me. 

Earth has no pleasure I would share, Yea, heav'n itself were void and bare If Thou, Lord, were not near me.  

And should my heart for sorrow break, My trust in Thee no one could shake. 

Thou art the portion I have sought; Thy precious blood my soul has bought. 

Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord, Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word. 
 

2 Yea, Lord, 'twas Thy rich bounty gave My body, soul, and all I have In this poor life of labor. 

Lord, grant that I in ev'ry place May glorify Thy lavish grace And help and serve my neighbor. 

Let no false doctrine me beguile; And Satan not my soul defile. 

Give strength and patience unto me To bear my cross and follow Thee. 

Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord, In death Thy comfort still afford. 
 

3 Lord, let at last Thine angels come, To Abram's bosom bear me home, That I may die unfearing; 

And in its narrow chamber keep My body safe in peaceful sleep Until Thy reappearing. 

And then from death awaken me That these mine eyes with joy may see, 

O Son of God, Thy glorious face, My Savior and my fount of grace, 

Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend, And I will praise Thee without end. 


