
December 23 & 30, 2018 
Christmas Edition 

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  
We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

Bethany’s Identity—the Lord’s Identity  by Pastor Clemmer 
“You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:21 

“You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” [Matt 1:21] 
 

As the Lord told Joseph in a dream, his son would be the 
Savior. That was to be the main point of Jesus—to save 
his people from their sins.  He didn’t come to bring more 
laws—we had laws already. He didn’t come to teach us 
how to live a better life—we can’t do that in our sin any-
way. He didn’t come to give us a system of control or 
ideology for forcing people to live or act a certain way—
the Pharisees were doing fine with that already. 
 

The Lord Jesus came to save sinners. And He continues 
that saving today in His Church.  As Paul wrote, “We 
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
folly to Gentiles” (1 Cor. 1:23).  Christ crucified has 
been the central message of the Church since Jesus insti-
tuted it. And Christ crucified is the foundation under-
girding all the Church teaches and does.   The Lord’s 
Gospel of sins forgiven is to be proclaimed to the world; 
the Lord’s Gospel of shame over past sins removed is 
brought into our communities and families; the Lord’s 
Gospel of reconciliation between God and man is ech-
oed in our relationships with one another.  
 

The same is true for us at Bethany. It’s the Lord’s 
Church—it’s His body and He is the head (Eph. 5:23). 
He calls us together in His Name—sinners all in need of 
His mercy and forgiveness. He places that Gospel on our 
lips for us to proclaim with hymns of praise.  He unites 
us at His altar, giving us His Body and Blood and unit-
ing us in our confession of our Lord.  He delights in 
working through us in our daily lives—using our hands 
to serve, our lips to praise, and our gifts to support oth-
ers.  He came in the lowliness of the manger, died in the 
weakness of the cross, and abides with us in the gentle-

ness of His Word—so too, He places us in weakness 
and gentleness before one another, as we speak words of 
kindness and encouragement. 
 

It’s not a system to be memorized. It’s not legal code to 
force upon others. It’s not a social club for us to find 
earthly advancement.  Instead, the Lord’s Church, even 
here at Bethany, is where we receive the gifts of our 
Lord Jesus and rejoice together as His people.  Confi-
dently and zealously, we confess the gifts of our Lord 
Jesus—His Word and Sacraments, His Law and Gospel, 
His gifts of family and children, His gifts of marriage 
and life.   
 

We join our lips with the saints who have gone before 
us, singing the liturgy of the Church, proclaiming the 
hymns once sung by those who now stand before the 
Lord’s throne, and confessing the faith passed down 
from the disciples through generations of martyrs and 
finally to us. 
 

Jesus came for one reason: “to save His people from 
their sins.” He delights in doing that among us at Betha-
ny. He feeds the sheep entrusted to our care, brings light 
to the dark world through this congregation, and speaks 
His saving Gospel to us as often as we’ll hear it.  It’s 
His Church, and He’s given us the joy of preaching 
Christ crucified to the world—so our identity, our wor-
ship, and our confession all flow from Him—the one 
who came to save sinners.    
 

Merry Christmas to you and your family! 
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Calendar 

Sunday, December 23   

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

No Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

No Youth 

Monday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
No School—Christmas Break—Church/School  
Offices Closed 
5:00 pm—Christmas Eve Family Service of Lessons/

Carols 
7:15 pm—Christmas Eve Divine Service w/communion 
11 pm—Christmas Eve Divine Service w/communion 

Tuesday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
10:00 am—Christmas Day Divine Worship w/

communion 

Wednesday, December 26 
No School—Christmas Break—School Office Closed 

Thursday, December 27 
No School—Christmas Break—School Office Closed 

Friday, December 28 
No School—Christmas Break—School Office Closed 

Saturday, December 29 

7:30 am—Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 
5:00 pm— Worship w/communion 

Sunday, December 30 

First Sunday after Christmas 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

No Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

No Youth 

Monday, December 31 

New Year’s Eve 
No School—Christmas Break—Sch/Ch Office Closed 

Tuesday,  January 1 
New Year’s Day 
No School—Christmas Break—School/Church Offices 

Closed 

Wednesday, January 2 
No School—Christmas Break—School Office Closed 

Thursday, January 3 
No School—Christmas Break—School Office Closed 

9:00 am—Bethany Ladies Guild 

Friday, January 4 
No School—Christmas Break—School Office Closed 

Saturday,  January 5 
7:30 am—Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 

8:00 am—Saturday AM Men’s Bible Study 

5:00 pm—Worship w/communion 

Sunday, January 6 

Epiphany 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am— Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

12:30 pm—Sr High Youth 

 

 

In Our Prayers….. 
 

All of Our Members, especially: Tanner Dirilten, for  resolu-
tion of seizures; Lucien Giuliani, seizures; Erica Harper, recovery from 
surgery; Nancy Yendrejczyk, recovery from broken hip. (please renew 
after four weeks). 
 

All of our Family Members & Friends, especially:  Sara Dumford, 
(daughter of Dave/Sue Dumford) ill health Norah, (baby of Sarah, 
cousin of Mary McIntyre) in NICU with birth complications; Suzanne 
(friend of Mary Ann Geraci) cancer. (please renew after two weeks). 
 

Prayers that the Lord be with Matthew Hinze and Michael Hinze,  
Adam Horton, Peter Johnson, Savanna Lugay, Shalyn Martinek, 
Pierce Parlier and Quinn Parlier as they continue to serve in the 
Military. 
 

For the family of Mildred Kirtley (friend of Sally Wilson) who passed 
away on December 13.  For the family of Leonard Pudlo (brother-in-
law of Mel/Alice Holtan) who passed away on December 16. 
 

For Mikey and Kelleigh Tito on the 2nd wedding anniversary. 
 
 

 

Prayers 

 

Baptism 
Eliana Magia MacLennan Potter, daughter  of John and Er i-
ca Veguilla-Potter will be baptized at the 5 p.m. service on De-
cember 22.  Eliana’s godparents are Hiram Marti and Emma 
Guppy. 

Chancel Flowers 
Chancel flowers for this weekend were placed by the Walsh Family for 
God’s continued blessings. 

    

 5 months Budget  

 2018/19 2018/19 Difference 

Contributions $404,000 $389,300 $14,700 

Tuition,Fees 396,100 379,800 16,300 

Music 44,800 20,000 24,800 

Other 60,700 52,700 8,000 

Total Income $905,600 $841,800 $63,800 

Sal/Ben 720,100  744,700  (24,600) 

Music 32,200  25,200  7,000  

Program 109,100  121,300  (12,200) 

Properties 112,400  119,600  (2,700) 

Total Expense 973,800  1,010,800  (32,500) 

2018/19 Surplus/
Deficit ($68,200) ($169,000) 100,800  

Designated Balance $29,400  ($5,200) $34,600  

Unified Balance (97,600) (163,800) 66,200  

Total Surplus/Deficit ($68,200) ($169,000) $100,800  

Treasurer’s Report 
November 2018 
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News 

Dignity for Girls Sewing Event Scheduled for 
Monday, January 21, 2019 
Please put January 21, a Monday and school holiday, on your 
calendars for our first group sewing date of the season—all day, 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. in the multi-purpose room.  Come and 
go as time allows! 
 

To all members and friends: if you have a sewing machine and 
can sew a straight seam, please consider coming with your ma-
chine to take part in this wonderful life-changing mission pro-
ject.  Also, if you don’t sew, but can devote some time, other 
tasks such as ironing, turning items right-side-out, tracing tem-
plates onto fabric, and cutting them out will be available. 
 

Contact Ina Johnson with questions muttiina@gmail.com. 

Can You Make a Meal? 
Bethany has a group of “meal-makers” who have served 
faithfully for over thirteen years, providing short-term meals 
for families who can use them to get through difficult times, 
whether dealing with illness, being a caregiver, or new baby 
without grandmothers or sisters to help. 
Currently there is a temporary long-term need for meals for a 
Bethany family in unusually difficult circumstances, and we 
would greatly appreciate a few more people to join our ef-
forts!  If you would be willing to help, please contact the 
church office for specifics. 
 

It’s Time to Defend Our League 
Championship!   
Bethany is again forming a women’s volleyball team (high 
school and up) to play in the Lutheran Athletic Association 
of Greater Chicago League.  The season is January 6 through 
March 10.  Games are on Sunday afternoons and are played 
at the various churches in the league.  For more information 
and to express interest in joining, please contact Kari Janetz-
ke at kjanetzke@bethanylcs.org. 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Isaiah 9:2-7; Isaiah 52:7-10; Isaiah 62:10-12 Psalm 2; Psalm 96; Psalm 98; Psalm 110 Titus 
2:11-14; Titus 3:4-7; Hebrews 1:1-12; 1 John 4:7-16 Luke 2:1-20; John 1:1-18; Matthew 1:18-25 

The Word About the Word Made Flesh For You 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.”  God becomes Man for us and for our salvation.  He is Immanuel, God with us.  That is the message of 
Christmas.  To enrich and deepen your understanding of Christmas, here are the readings used at Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day services.  They are arranged by Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle, and Gospel reading and not by the services:  

Save the Date for Two Events in February! 
Bethany’s Sr. Youth is planning their Second Annual Amoré 
Italian Dinner for Saturday, February 9.  Information regard-
ing reservations and tickets will be coming soon.  Look for 
more details to come in the Herald and on the website. 
 

Join us on February 22, 2019 for our Bethany Lutheran Church 
and School Adult Social & Auction! All proceeds will go to 
staff wish lists, including the pastors, cantors, office staff, and 
teachers. We’ll have heavy appetizers, live piano music & DJ, 
door prizes, silent and live auction items, and a cash bar will be 
available. Tickets are $25 per person and can be purchased in 
either the church or the school office. Contact Linda Fox with 
questions, donations, or sponsorship opportunities.  

A Reminder From the Elders 
Our Elders are requesting nominations for a newly formed Elder 
Board Society “My Brother’s Keeper”.  Please take a moment 
and consider nominating one member you feel is blessed with a 
“love of neighbor” and a love of Christ.  The organization is 
intended to supplement Pastoral and Elder endeavors and to 
touch the lives of those who have demonstrated a personal 
struggle by diminished worship attendance.  As always, thank 
you for your consideration to this much needed endeavor.  
Nomination forms and a submission box are in the Narthex at 
the Welcome Center. 

January is Our Next OWLS Event! 
Join us for the OWLS lunch on January 10 at 11:30 a.m.  We 
will meet at EggCited on 111th & Route 59 (behind Star-
bucks).  Please RSVP to Michelle Grimes at 630-983-7822 
or micgrimes@aol.com by January 8.  Join us for lunch and 
fellowship. 
 

To Those Who Ordered Poinsettias 
A sincere thank you to the many members who purchased poin-
settias for the chancel this Christmas: Benecke family, Dave 
Bodenstab, Bill and Laurie Cade, Christensen family, Col-
lins Family, Franken family, Cheryl Groth and family, Ja-
blonsky family, Kolzow family, Mike and Janet Kraft, 
McKissick family, Paul and Carmen Reimer, Splitt family, 
Rich and Debbie Tatara, Taylor family, Walsh family. 

New Attendance Cards in Pew 
We have streamlined our pew cards and are now using one card 
for guest registration, member registration and prayer requests.  
Please take a moment to complete the two-sided card each time 
you worship. 
 

Music Rehearsals 
Resume January 9, 2019 

Church Decorations Up and Down 
Our thanks to the members who came out on December 1 to 
put up our lovely decorations.  Our practice is to take the deco-
rations down before Epiphany.  Please consider coming to 
church on Saturday, January 5 at 9:30 a.m. to help with this 
task.  It goes quickly when a good team shows up. 



Bible Studies at Bethany 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 
www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 
Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   
(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sunday 
School, Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 

 

Nursery  The nursery is available as a cry room during worship 
services and during Bible Study hour. Our nursery is no longer 
staffed. 

Program Staff 
Rev. Stephen Schumacher……………………………...….Pastor (Mercy) 
Rev. Seth Clemmer   ……………………..……...Pastor (Witness, Youth) 
Neal Kaspar .................................................................... School Principal 
Michael Giuliani…………………………………… ……………..Cantor 
Linda Fox…………… ……………………………. Admissions Director 
Erin Dunwell…………………....Assistant Principal/Fifth Grade Teacher 
Donna Linnemeyer…………………….………....Program Administrator 
Faculty 
Debby Buckman………………………………...…......Preschool Teacher 
Angela Hess……………………………………………Preschool Teacher 
Jamie Rogoz…..……………………………………......Preschool Teacher 
Diana Guebert…………………………………….…....Preschool Teacher 
Justine Kaczmarek……………………………………...Preschool Teacher 
Beth Schultz…………………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Ashley Zorena….……………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Kim Rodriguez, Traci Downs…………………...…….Instructional Aides  
Heather Lee, Cindy Hoekema...….................................Instructional Aides 
Kristin Gemkow................................................................... Kindergarten 
Diane Green, Claudia Contreras……………………..Instructional Aides 
Cyndi Niccolai ........................................................................ First Grade 
Kari Janetzke ...................................................................... Second Grade 
Carole Staunch………………………….……..…....Art/First Grade Aide 
Chad Baganz .......................................................................... Third Grade 
Michelle Stehle .................................................................... Fourth Grade 
Nancy Yendrejczyk………………………………………………. Library 
Grant Baganz….….………………………...………...…..K-5th Phys. Ed. 
Josh Schultz ........................................................................... Sixth Grade 
Rob Johnson ...................................................................... Seventh Grade 
David Bremer ...................................................................... Eighth Grade 
Jill Dirilten………………………………………………..Teacher/Speech 
Holly Fletcher ............................................................... Special Education 
Kevin Zorena…....………….…………………………....Assistant Cantor 
Chad Baganz/David Bremer…………………………....Athletic Directors 
Administrative/Support Staff 
Pam Kolzow….……………………………..……..Finance Administrator 
Patty Compton ........................................................ School Administrator 
Melanie Colt.………... ............................................... ...School Secretary 
Matt Carlson…Confirmation/Sunday School Coordinator/Youth Support 
Vacant…..…….…………………………………….....Worship Secretary 
Jean Martinek………...Youth/Evangelism/Membership Secretary/Printer 
Jake Mathley.………………………….……………....Facilities Manager 
Pam Splitt……………….………………………...…….…..Herald Editor 

 
To e-mail any staff member:  First initial of first name last name 
@bethanylcs.org  (ex. sschumacher@bethanylcs.org) 

Bethany Staff 

The deadline for the January 6  Herald 
is Wednesday,  January 2. 

Living the Christian Life Taught by Pastor Schumacher 
Pastor Schumacher continues his study of “Living the Christian Life” 
on January 6.  We Lutherans have a definite theology of how to live the 
Christian Life. The Bible has a lot to say about how to love daily in the 
Lord’s grace according to the Lord’s will. Join us in the gym at 10 a.m. 
Please note—there will be no Bible study on December 23 and 30.   
 

Adult Instruction Class 
We have completed the fall session of Adult Instruction class.  If 
you’re interested in joining Bethany or learning more about the Luther-
an faith contact Pastor Schumacher at sschumacher@bethanylcs.org or 
Pastor Clemmer at sclemmer@bethanylcs.org or call 630-355-2198.  
This class will resume in mid-January. 
 

Sunday School for Children Meets at 10 a.m. 
All classes meet at 10 a.m. in our school wing and grade levels are 
marked on the doorways.  We have Sunday School classes for pre-
schoolers through grade 8.  
There will be no Sunday School on December 23 and 30.  Classes 
resume January 6. 
  

High School Bible Class Meets in the Youth Room 
Bible Class for high school students meets in the youth room at 10 a.m. 
each Sunday. If you have questions or want more information contact 
Matt Carlson at mcarlson@bethanylcs.org.  
 
 

Women’s LifeLight Study Meets Wednesdays 
Wednesday Morning Women’s LifeLight is studying of the Gospel of 
John.  Please join us in the Harris Wing board room from 9 to 11 a.m. 
each Wednesday morning.  Please contact Sheri Walsh with questions 
at ssmdw@wideopenwest.com or call or text 630-816-4647.  Gospel of 
John study books are available in the church office. LifeLight is taking 
some time off and will resume January 9. 
 

Evening Lifelight Study:  Haggai/Zechariah/Malachi  
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor at 
church one week and in a home the next. This class begins at 7 p.m. 
each Thursday We are studying Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. For 
more information, please call the church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast Meets at 8 a.m. 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 
meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 8:00 to 9:30 
a.m. We are studying Luther’s Large Catechism.  
 

How To Reach Us 
The church office is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday; the phone number is (630) 355-2198. 
When school is in session, the school office is open 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The school can be dialed directly 
at (630) 355-6607.  After hours, our system has an auto-
attendant and those in the building can be reached or 
messages can be left by using the directory.  You can 
reach any member of the staff by dialing (630) 355-
2198.  As always, if you have a pastoral emergency, you 
may phone the pastors at home.  Pastor Schumacher, 
(630) 428-9174; Pastor Clemmer, (601) 951-2787. 
 

To e-mail any staff member:  First initial of fir st 
name last name @bethanylcs.org  (ex. sschumach-
er@bethanylcs.org). 
 
 


