
July 8, 2018 
Fifth Sunday after the Holy Trinity 

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  
We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

Heaven’s Entry Requirements   by Pastor Clemmer 

 When you stand in line for a roller coaster at an 
amusement park, you notice the sign at the front of the line 
saying “You must be at least this tall to ride.” There’s a line or 
a finger or something, indicating the minimum height. You 
can almost watch as kids approach the sign and start trying to 
stretch their necks, hoping to grow to the minimum height 
before getting to the sign. “Sorry kid,” says the attendant, 
“you’re not quite tall enough.” Unless he can find the Zoltar 
machine from the movie Big, that kid’s out of luck! 
 
 So what’s the minimum entry requirement for heav-
en? How righteous, holy, and good must you be to get in? 
Maybe if we were thinking about the requirements of the law 
in the Old Testament, we might expect the bar to be pretty 
high—and it is. The law requires perfection: “Be holy as I the 
Lord your God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2). That’s pretty 
tough, so we flee to the New Testament for Jesus to tell us the 
bar is much lower, and that we can get in. Instead we hear 
from Jesus, “For I tell you, unless your righteousness ex-
ceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20, from the Gospel for 
Trinity 6).  
 
 Exceeds?? Jesus made it worse! According to Jesus, 
you have to be better than the Scribes and Pharisees to enter 
heaven. The Scribes and Pharisees were the best of the best at 
keeping the law. They studied it all the time, and had systems 
of control on everything to help prevent sinning outwardly.  
They had a reputation for being outstanding examples of right-
eousness. But even they were not good enough? A person’s 
righteousness (blamelessness, goodness, doing right under the 
law) had to EXCEED the Scribes and Pharisees.  Jesus raised 
the bar! We thought he would lower it for us, to make it possi-
ble for sinners like us to get into heaven, but instead he made 
it harder?  

 Yes! Jesus wants the law to do its full job on us: to 
condemn us and show us that we, on our own, are not good 
enough. The Pharisees and Scribes thought the law was achiev-
able and tried to force themselves and everyone around them to 
live under the law as if the law was the saving power. If YOU 
can keep the law, then YOU can save yourself. So the Pharisees 
lowered the bar—trying to make heaven reachable and doable 
for us. 
 
 Jesus raised the bar—he raised the entry line to an 
impossible height! Not only don’t murder, but don’t get angry 
at your neighbor in your heart. Not only don’t commit adultery, 
but don’t look at a person with lust. The law is actually harder 
and more impossible than the Pharisees and scribes were think-
ing! That’s where Jesus wants us—despairing of our sin and 
knowing that we can’t do it ourselves.  
 
 He wants to do it for you—in fact, he already has! “It 
is finished,” He said from the cross. Done. Complete. He fin-
ished salvation and gave it to you as a gift.  All of His holiness, 
His keeping the law, His perfection, His Godly righteousness—
it was all given to you in your baptism. “For as many of you 
as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 
3:27) He took all your sin on the cross and gave you all his 
righteousness in exchange.  
 
 So now, you meet the entry requirements for heaven! 
Your righteousness exceeds that of the Pharisees because you 
have been given the righteousness of Jesus Himself. That’s the 
Gospel. 

  

We wish long time member Dick Knosher a very happy 99th 
birthday today.  If anyone would like to send birthday wishes 
to Dick, please send them to the address below.
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This Week’s Calendar 

Sunday, July 8    
Sixth Sunday after the Holy Trinity 

8:30 am—Worship w/communion 
10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 
11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

No Youth 

Monday, July 9 

Tuesday, July 10 
Higher Things 
7:00 pm—Board of Finance 

Wednesday, July 11 
Higher Things 
9:30 am—Ladies Summer Lifelight 

Thursday, July 12 
Higher Things 

9:00 am—Dignity for Girls 

Friday, July 13 
Higher Things 

5:00 pm—Perry Wedding Rehearsal 

Saturday, July 14 
7:30 am—Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 

2:30 pm—Perry Wedding 
5:00 pm—Worship w/communion 

Sunday, July 15 
Seventh Sunday after the Holy Trinity 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

No Youth 

 

 

In Our Prayers….. 
 

All of Our Members, especially: Jennifer Barnickel, cancer  
treatments; Sheri Luhrs, for strength to help her mother; Jim Simp-
son, r ehab; Christine Skibinski, treatment for  leukemia. 
(please renew after four weeks). 
 
All of our Family Members & Friends, especially: Paul 
Enderle, (fr iend of Bob/Pam Splitt) rehab/cancer ; Mr. LaMan, 
(friend of Maria Simpson) healing; Grace La Martina, (friend of 
Maria Simpson) healing; Diane Mitchell, (relative of Rich Ford) 
cancer treatments; Anna Sisk, (mother of Lynn Hart) health issues; 
Tina, (fr iend of Mar ia Simpson) healing;  Tomi, (fr iend of Ma-
ria Simpson) healing; Charlotte Tuggle, (mother of Sheri Luhrs) 
injured in home invasion. (please renew after two weeks). 
 
Prayers that the Lord be with Matthew Hinze and Michael Hinze,  
Adam Horton, Peter Johnson, Shalyn Martinek as they contin-
ue to serve in the Military. 
 
For Charles and Trudy Medhurst on their 31st wedding anniver-
sary. 
 

Prayers 

Electronic Giving 
As Christians we are called to practice faithful giving as an acknowledgement that everything we have 
has been given to us by God.  With e-giving you can make a one-time gift or set up a recurring donation 
using your bank account.  Many Bethany members find that giving through electronic fund transfer 
helps them practice faithful stewardship throughout the year. 
 
Joyful Response: You may register  for  Joyful Response (former ly Simply Giving) by filling out 
the form in the tract carousel in the narthex and returning to Pam Kolzow in the church office.  
Amounts can be debited from your checking/savings account on a weekly, bi-weekly, monthly or yearly 
basis. 
 
Support Bethany Through Amazon Smile 
Support us when you shop on Amazon.  Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/23-2520853 and Amazon donates 
to Bethany Lutheran Church.  You may also purchase Amazon gift cards through Manna this upcoming 
school year and use those for your purchases.  This will allow you to support both the church and 
school. 

Baptism 
Brayden Christopher Weaver and Corine Taylor Weaver, son 
and daughter of Daniel and Marcela (Morales) Weaver will be bap-
tized at the 11 a.m. service this Sunday. 

Chancel Flowers 
Chancel flowers for this weekend were placed by Charles and Trudy 
Medhurst for  their  31st wedding anniversary. 
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News 

Pea Gravel Available for You
Thanks to the volunteers who took part in removing the pea 
gravel and installing mulch into our playground beds.  Now that 
this project is complete, we have a large quantity of pea gravel 
in the back of the fire loop that is available for use by our mem-
bers.  Please help yourself.  There is also a pile of mulch in the 
north parking lot.  This will be used by our garden plot volun-
teers to use on the Bethany plots.

Hotel Bars of Soap for Hygiene Kits 
As you travel, please bring back any extra hotel-sized bars of 
soap for our Dignity for Girls hygiene kits (the flat ones are 
preferable).  Please leave them at the Welcome Center, on the 
shelf behind the Mite box.  Thank you! 

Sunrise Devotions 
Once a month, our pastors are serving at Sunrise Assisted 
Living on Chicago Ave. in Naperville giving a devotion and 
brief order of service.  The attendees often need help turning 
pages in their booklet, and it’s always nice to have helpers 
singing along.  We will meet again on July 25 (the fourth 
Wednesday for July only) at 10:30 a.m.  If anyone would 
like to come help, they can just show up (sign in at the front 
desk, then go to the second floor’s chapel room).  If you have 
questions, just speak to one of the pastors. 

Oktoberfest 2018!   
Save the date:  

Friday, September 21 — Trivia Night & Food. 
Saturday, September 22  — Oktoberfest. 

Watch for details 

We Could Really Use Your Help! 
Bake or Serve on July 21 
Our Bethany Lutheran Women’s Missionary League has 
agreed to host the LWML Northern Illinois District Directors 
Meeting on Saturday, July 21, 2018.  They expect to host and 
serve a light breakfast and lunch to about 70 women and 
could use a hand in a few areas.  Serving in the morning and 
noontime would be great but if you are not available, your 
donation of baked goods for breakfast or lunch would be most 
appreciated.  Let’s show our LWML ladies that we appreciate 
their efforts! Sign up on the tower to help. 

“Church Family Sunday” Set for August 19! 
Plan to attend all of our special events on Sunday, August 19 
as we celebrate our blessings as the Bethany Church Family. 
We will only have one service that day, at 10 a.m. but will 
have our regular service on Saturday, August 18 at 5 p.m.  
At the 10 a.m. service we will dedicate our Day School and 
Sunday School teachers as they begin a new year.  After-
wards we will exit the building and enjoy a wonderful Pot-
luck lunch and fun activities for the kids.  During this time 
we will also have Sunday School registration and showcase 
the many volunteer opportunities we have here at Bethany.  
Look for sign up tables for Ushers, Altar Guild, Communion 
Care and more.  We will supply the hamburgers and hot dogs 
and eating utensils.  Bring your favorite side dish or dessert 
to share. 

Youth to Higher Things! 
This Tuesday—Friday, 27 of our Sr. High Youth, along with 
six chaperones, will be heading to Carbondale, IL for this 
summer’s Higher Things Youth Retreat “Sanctified.” At High-
er Things conferences, our youth hear the same doctrines of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation they are already hearing in our 
congregation every week, but are able to dig deeper into spe-
cific areas of interest.  They’ll spend four days worshiping and 
learning with Lutherans from all over the country, while get-
ting a taste of college life, all while gaining in their apprecia-
tion for what it means to be distinctly Lutheran.  Please pray 
for their safe travels and joyful learning in the faith.  And 
thanks for your generous support of our youth! 

Help Needed in the Music Library! 
We’re looking for volunteers to help with data entry for the 
Music at Bethany Library database.  This would include enter-
ing information from a piece of music into a form on a com-
puter.  Reading music is not a requirement, and we will walk 
you through what you need to do.  It’s a very easy job, but 
there’s a lot to do, so we need all the help we can get!  Please 
contact Cantor Giuliani (mgiuliani@bethanylcs.org) and let 
him know when you can serve.  Any help would be GREAT-
LY appreciated! 

Singing to Shut-Ins Choir 
We would like to start a singing to Shut-ins choir that would 
minister once-per-month to those in the congregation who are 
not able to regularly fellowship with us.  This would be a very 
informal thing, perhaps singing some simple hymns a cappella 
and rehearsing for a bit before going out to sing.  If you’re 
interested in singing in this choir, please contact Cantor Giuli-
ani at mgiuliani@bethanylcs.org. 

Theology on Tap to Meet July 17 
Theology on Tap will meet on Tuesday, July 17 from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. at Hopvine Brewing Co. (4030 Fox Valley Center 
Dr.).  Please see Bethany’s website for the reading assign-
ment and to register.  We hope you will join us! 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Crafter’s Paradise,  

Saturday, November 10 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 



Bible Studies at Bethany 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 
www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 
Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   
(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sunday School, 
Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 

 

Nursery  The nursery is available as a cry room during worship services 
and during Bible Study hour. Our nursery is no longer staffed. 
 

Program Staff 
Vacant………………….…...……..Pastor (Team Leader, Administration) 
Rev. Stephen Schumacher……………………………...….Pastor (Mercy) 
Rev. Seth Clemmer   ……………………..……...Pastor (Witness, Youth) 
Neal Kaspar .................................................................... School Principal 
Michael Giuliani…………………………………… ……………..Cantor 
Linda Fox…………… ……………………………. Admissions Director 
Erin Dunwell…………………....Assistant Principal/Fifth Grade Teacher 
Donna Linnemeyer…………………….………....Program Administrator 
Faculty 
Jennifer Gutzwiller………………………………...…...Preschool Teacher 
Angela Hess……………………………………………Preschool Teacher 
Jamie Rogoz…..……………………………………......Preschool Teacher 
Diana Guebert…………………………………….…....Preschool Teacher 
Beth Schultz…………………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Nadine Parmenter……………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Justine Kaczmarek, Heather Schmidt….………...…....Instructional Aides 
Kristin Gemkow................................................................... Kindergarten 
Cyndi Niccolai ........................................................................ First Grade 
Kari Janetzke ...................................................................... Second Grade 
Carole Staunch………………………….……..….Art/Kindergarten Aide 
Chad Baganz .......................................................................... Third Grade 
Michelle Stehle .................................................................... Fourth Grade 
Nancy Yendrejczyk………………………………………………. Library 
Debby Buckman….………………………...………...…..K-5th Phys. Ed. 
Josh Schultz ........................................................................... Sixth Grade 
Rob Johnson ...................................................................... Seventh Grade 
David Bremer ...................................................................... Eighth Grade 
Glenn Sonlitner…………….......Eighth Grade English/Sixth Grade Math 
Jill Dirilten………………………………………………..Teacher/Speech 
Holly Fletcher ............................................................... Special Education 
Kevin Zorena…....………….…………………………....Assistant Cantor 
Chad Baganz/David Bremer…………………………....Athletic Directors 
Administrative/Support Staff 
Pam Kolzow….……………………………..……..Finance Administrator 
Patty Compton ........................................................ School Administrator 
Melanie Colt.………... ............................................... ...School Secretary 
Agnes Giuliani……………..…Confirmation/Sunday School Coordinator 
Vacant…..…….…………………………………….....Worship Secretary 
Jean Martinek………...Youth/Evangelism/Membership Secretary/Printer 
Jake Mathley.………………………………………....Facilities Manager 
Pam Splitt……………….………………………...…….…..Herald Editor 

To e-mail any staff member:  First initial of first name last name 
@bethanylcs.org  (ex. sschumacher@bethanylcs.org) 

Bethany Staff 

The deadline for the July 15  Herald 
is Tuesday, July 10. 

Our Feature Bible Study in the MPR 
Our feature Bible Class, titled “Summer Scripture Shape Up” contin-
ues this Sunday. We will do an overview of a section of Scripture 
each week and lead a study of one chapter of particular importance. 
This class meets in the MPR at 10 a.m. 
 
 

Sunday School 
All classes meet each week at 10 a.m. in our school wing and grade 
levels are marked on the doorways. Summer Sunday School contin-
ues this Sunday.  Please note 5th through 7th grade students are 
not required to do sermon reports during the summer. 
 

Adult Instruction Class 
If you’re interested in joining Bethany or learning more about the 
Lutheran faith contact Pastor Schumacher at sschumach-
er@bethanylcs.org or Pastor Clemmer at sclemmer@bethanylcs.org 
or call 630-355-2198.   
 

Women’s Summer LifeLight 
The Women’s Wednesday Morning LifeLight Bible Study Group is 
taking a summer break from in-depth study (and homework).  Please 
join us  on Wednesdays from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.   We will be read-
ing through the Book of Hebrews together and enjoying discussion.  
Simply bring your Bible.  Please contact Sheri Walsh with questions 
at ssmdw@wideopenwest.com or call or text 630-816-4647.  
 

Evening Lifelight 
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor at 
church one week and in a home the next.  We are studying the book 
of Genesis. For more information, please call the church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 
meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 7:30 to 9 
a.m. We are studying Luther’s Large Catechism.  
 

 

Voters Board/Officers 

Rich Tatara, Chairman 
Keith Luhrs, Vice Chairman 
Tim Gavin, Treasurer 
Pat Bowman, Secretary 

Pick Up an ABC 
Devotional in the 

Tract Carousel Next to the 
Welcome Center. 


