
July 7, 2019 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  
We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

Why Do I Believe in Jesus?  
By LCMS President Rev,. Dr. Matt Harrison 

747, fully fueled and ready for takeoff. Atheism re-
quires too much faith for me. 
     The question I had to grapple with — the 
question everyone has to deal with — is, “What do 
you make of Jesus?” Most people will respond with 
morality. Jesus was a great man who left the world 
great ethics, like “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
But Jesus’ ethics can all be found in various other 
religions. What makes Jesus unique is His claim to 
be the divine Son of God who came to give His life 
as a ransom (Mark 10:45). 

And did He or did He not rise from the dead? 
The resurrection accounts of the Bible have all the 
sober signs of reality, including the complexity of 
details told from different viewpoints, which are not 
easily harmonized. I also find it compelling that 
there are no records of squabbles between Jesus’ liv-
ing followers over what actually took place. Others 
discounted or contested the facts, but they were ei-
ther contemporary opponents of Jesus or came much 
later after Jesus’ immediate followers were all dead. 
And finally, Jesus’ apostles preached the death and 
resurrection of Jesus and suffered all, even death, to 
do so. They believed it happened. 

I believe it too, because “Faith comes by 
hearing and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 
10:17). Jesus has grabbed my black heart with for-
giveness. My reason follows after, in the wake of 
faith, and convinces me that the universe is simply 
too ordered and too complex to exist by chance. And 
the only way that the life of Jesus makes any sense is 
if what the Bible says about Him actually happened. 

Jesus grabbed me by the neck in 1962 at a 
font in little old Bethel Lutheran Church in the Io-
wa farming town of Lawton. I have no recollection 
of a time when I did not know that Jesus was my 
Savior. I often think that I grew up at the “end of 
sanity.” There wasn’t much crime to speak of. No 
drugs really. I walked to and from school from kin-
dergarten on with no worries of abduction or sexual 
predators. Culture and church, Boy Scouts, school 
— all for the most part supported a similar morality 
and a favorable view of Christianity. But things 
change. 
    Today’s world is a post-modern cultural col-
lage. And that’s not all bad, mind you! Prior to the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, teetering modernism was in 
its last gasp, asserting that this or that philosophical 
or political theory could encompass all truth. 
Would science unlock the mysteries of life and the 
universe? People believed the answer was, “Yes!” 
The modernists discounted the spiritual realm, opt-
ing for this or that psychological theory to explain 
the human experience. They all grasped for truth 
and found parts of it, but the complexities of the 
human individual, the collective community, simp-
ly evaded encapsulation. And every new discovery, 
whether at the atomic level or about the universe, 
has unfolded complexity upon complexity. The 
most shocking thing is the repeated discovery of 
order — ordered genetic information in biology 
and complex order in the universe. It was famously 
asserted that the probability of life coming about 
randomly would be about the same odds as a torna-
do sweeping through a junkyard and assembling a 
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Calendar 

Sunday, July 7  

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 am—worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class 

No Sunday School 

11:00 am—worship w/communion 
Monday, July 8 
Tuesday, July 9 
7:00 pm—Board of Finance 
Wednesday, July 10 
9:00 am— Ladies LifeLight 
Thursday, July 11 
Friday, July 12 
4:00 pm—Linnemeyer/Malnick Rehearsal 
Saturday, July 13 
7:30 am—Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 
2:30 pm—Linnemeyer/Malnick Wedding 
5:00 pm—worship w/communion 

Sunday, July 14 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 am—worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00 am—worship w/communion 

 
 

In Our Prayers….. 
 

All of Our Members, especially: Diane Benecke, strength/
dealing with early onset Alzheimer’s Disease; Mike Broggi, re-
covery from open heart/by-pass surgery; Jane Buntrock, ill 
health; Roger Fiene, recovery from heart procedure; Sam Harris, 
recovery from chemo side effects. (Please renew after four 
weeks). 
 
All of our Family Members & Friends, especially: Mili Ber-
trand, (14 year  old fr iend of Linda Metzger ) battling lyme 
disease; Laura Glassman, (friend of Beth Hahn) ALS; Bill 
Hardt, (uncle of Beth Hahn) tongue cancer ; Jeri Harmon, 
(friend of Pam Splitt) recovery from thyroid surgery; Laurie 
Hofman, (fr iend of Beth Schultz) cancer  treatments; Neal 
Oppenheimer, (godfather  of Jennifer  Gutzwiller) cancer /
hospice care; Vladislav Piperski, (father of Nada Salvino) ill 
health; Mary Walsh, (mother of Mike Walsh) healing/chemo 
treatments; David Wohlrab, (brother of Jean Quetsch) cancer.  
(please renew after two weeks). 
 

Prayers that the Lord be with Matthew Hinze and Michael 
Hinze, Adam Horton, Peter Johnson, Savanna Lugay, James 
Maher,  Shalyn Martinek, David Nordman, Pierce and 
Quinn Parlier, Ryan Skarin, Jennifer and Nicholas Camm 
Williams as they continue to serve in the Military. 
 

For Craig Bell for comfort while dealing with extensive storm 
damage. 
 

For Mike and Pat Broggi on their 50th wedding anniversary. 
For Mike and Suzanne Teske on their 23rd wedding anniversary 
and for Josh and Beth Schultz on their wedding anniversary. 
 

 
 

Prayers 

 

Chancel Flowers 
Chancel flowers for this weekend were placed 
by Mike and Pat Broggi for their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 

Stewardship 
Weekly Contributions - Week of 6/30/2019 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$10,335  $15,200  ($4,865) 

Year to Date Contributions 07/1/18 - 6/30/2019 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$1,025,413  $1,030,000  ($4,587) 

Attendance 

 June 2019 June 2018 

 Avg Weekly 
Attendance - June 363 341 
YTD Attendance 

July - June 22,528 21,787 
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News 

 

Pray for Those Who Cannot Be With  
Us Regularly 

 
Bethany has a number of members whose health prevents 
them from regular worship.  The pastors bring them commun-
ion and visit with them.  They are in various states of ill 
health.  Please pray for them.  We will include their names in 
the Herald for this purpose.  Also, some of them are able to 
receive visitors. Please contact the pastors if you would like 
to visit one or more of our shut-ins. 
 
 Carol Dikeman 

Barb Etter 
Marilyn Groth 
Richard Groth 
Colleen Homan 

Barbara Pearson 
Dona Rentschler 
Walena Schmidt 
Melba Scofield 
Fredrick Senkpeil 
Glenn Wiche 

Voicemail Repairs Coming Soon to Church/
School! 
We’ve purchased a re-furbished voicemail component 
to get our current system back in service.  Our long 
term plan is to replace this original (used) system with a 
new system but this fix will get us back up and running 
for now.  Installation will happen soon. 

BLS Seeks Part-Time Teacher 
Bethany Lutheran School is accepting applications for a 
part-time 5th grade teacher.  The position is 20 hours per 
week from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  A teaching degree is re-
quired.  Interested applicants should send a resume to 
pcompton@bethanylcs.org. 

LWML: 
Little Donations Make Big Impact 
The LWML, or Lutheran Women's Missionary League, 
continues to collect used eyeglasses, sunglasses, and 
cancelled stamps. As you travel this summer, or receive 
postcards from friends who travel, please KEEP THE 
POSTCARDS INTACT, as these have more value than 
if stamps are cut off. Especially cards from foreign 
countries are valued. On letters, cut off stamps leaving 
a quarter inch margin. Do not save the flag stamps, but 
all others are accepted. 

We’re Changing over to LED Bulbs 
Our Trustees have been working on changing over all 
of the light bulbs in our facility to the more efficient 
LED bulbs and received a grant through the city of Na-
perville and the state of Illinois to fund a good part of 
the project.  To use these funds most efficiently we plan 
to do a good part of the changeover ourselves.   
If you would like to assist with this project, email our 
Facilities Manager, Jake Mathley at jmath-
ley@bethanylcs.org to find out when you can plug in. 

Theology on Tap and LWML will not 
meet in the month of July! 

There is no Children’s Sunday School  
this weekend. 

Coffee Hour Committee 
Enjoy grabbing a cup of coffee or tea and a treat every 
Sunday?  Now that Donna Linnemeyer has retired, let’s 
form a committee to keep this tradition flowing (pun 
intended)! 
Please come to a meeting on Sunday, July 14 after the 
11 a.m. service, in the multi-purpose room (a light 
lunch will be available).  We will discuss the various 
responsibilities and how to best share them.  Please also 
bring your ideas, perhaps how you’ve seen it done in 
other churches.  If you cannot attend the meeting, 
please call the church office with your ideas and ways 
you can help. 

The next Men’s Saturday Morning 
Bible Breakfast is scheduled for  
Saturday, July 20 at 7:30 a.m. 

 

Youth Game Nights! 
Attention Jr. Sr. and College Youth 
The Youth Room is open on Friday nights this summer 
from 7-9 p.m. through August 9th for kids to come and 
hang out, play board games, video games, pool, etc. 
An adult will be there each week to supervise. This 
will be open to anyone who will be in Jr High through 
College age youth. It's a great opportunity for our 
youth to just get together, relax and get to know each 
other better.  
Bring a favorite game or favorite snack to share. Non-
church friends are always welcome. Please contact 
Molly D'Amico or Chris Johnson for more details. 
mollydamico@comcast.net or 

Youth News 
Save the Date 
Senior Youth Send Off—Friday, August 2 from 5 to 
8 p.m. (offsite) 
 

Jr. Sr. High Kick-Off Party—Friday, August 23 
from 5 to 10 p.m. 

mailto:jmathley@bethanylcs.org
mailto:jmathley@bethanylcs.org
mailto:details.mollydamico@comcast.net
mailto:details.mollydamico@comcast.net
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 
www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 
Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   
(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sun-
day School, Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 

 

Nursery  The nursery is available as a cry room during worship 
services and during Bible Study hour. Our nursery is no longer 
staffed. 

Program Staff 
Rev. Seth Clemmer   ……………………..Senior Pastor (Witness, Youth) 
Rev. Stephen Schumacher……………………………...….Pastor (Mercy) 
Erin Dunwell……………………...Interim Principal/Fifth Grade Teacher 
Michael Giuliani…………………………………… ……………..Cantor 
Linda Fox…………… ……………………………. Admissions Director 
Neal Kaspar .................................................................... School Principal 
 
Faculty 
Debby Buckman………………………………...…......Preschool Teacher 
Angela Hess……………………………………………Preschool Teacher 
Jamie Rogoz…..……………………………………......Preschool Teacher 
Diana Guebert…………………………………….…....Preschool Teacher 
Justine Kaczmarek……………………………………...Preschool Teacher 
Beth Schultz…………………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Ashley Zorena….……………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Kim Rodriguez, Traci Downs…………………...…….Instructional Aides  
Heather Lee, Cindy Hoekema...….................................Instructional Aides 
Kristin Gemkow................................................................... Kindergarten 
Diane Green, …………………..…………………  …..Instructional Aide 
Cyndi Niccolai ........................................................................ First Grade 
Kari Janetzke ...................................................................... Second Grade 
Carole Staunch………………………….……..…....Art/First Grade Aide 
Chad Baganz .......................................................................... Third Grade 
Michelle Stehle .................................................................... Fourth Grade 
Nancy Yendrejczyk………………………………………………. Library 
Grant Baganz….….………………………...………...…..K-5th Phys. Ed. 
Josh Schultz ........................................................................... Sixth Grade 
Rob Johnson ...................................................................... Seventh Grade 
David Bremer ...................................................................... Eighth Grade 
Jill Dirilten………………………………………………..Teacher/Speech 
Kevin Zorena…....………….…………………………....Assistant Cantor 
Chad Baganz/David Bremer…………………………....Athletic Directors 
 
Administrative/Support Staff 
Pam Kolzow….……………………………..……..Finance Administrator 
Patty Compton ........................................................ School Administrator 
Melanie Colt.………... ............................................... ...School Secretary 
Matt Carlson…Confirmation/Sunday School Coordinator/Youth Support 
Jean Martinek………………..Evangelism/Membership Secretary/Printer 
Jake Mathley.………………………….……………....Facilities Manager 
Pam Splitt……………….………………………...…….…..Herald Editor 
 

To e-mail any staff member:  First initial of first name last name 
@bethanylcs.org  (ex. sschumacher@bethanylcs.org) 

Bethany Staff 

The deadline for the July 14 Herald 
is Tuesday, July 9. 

Two Sunday Classes 
Stewardship Basics 
Continuing this Sunday, Pastor Clemmer teaches a class on Steward-
ship Basics in the multi-purpose room.  This class is designed to help 
congregations start a discussion of whole-life stewardship for their 
members as those created and redeemed to be stewards of the Lord’s 
gifts.  
Lutheran Education 
Pastor Schumacher continues to teach a Bible class in the board room 
on Lutheran Education. In this class we will learn how Luther, Lu-
therans and we in our time can best serve our children by an educa-
tion that teaches them the faith and how to serve the Lord in life. 
Both classes meet at 10 a.m. each Sunday.   
 

Interested in Joining Bethany? 
If you’re interested in joining Bethany or learning more about the 
Lutheran faith, please contact Pastor Schumacher at sschumach-
er@bethanylcs.org or Pastor Clemmer at sclemmer@bethanylcs.org 
or call 630-355-2198 with questions.    

 

Sunday School for Children 
All classes meet at 10 a.m. in our school wing and grade levels are 
marked on the doorways.  We have Sunday School classes for pre-
schoolers through grade 8.  There is no Sunday School July 7. 
 

High School Bible Class Meets in the Youth Room 
Bible Class for high school students meets in the youth room each 
Sunday. If you have questions or want more information contact Matt 
Carlson at mcarlson@bethanylcs.org.  
 
 

Women’s Summer LifeLight 
The Women’s Wednesday Morning LifeLight Bible Study group is 
taking a summer break from in-depth study (and homework).  We 
meet on Wednesdays from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. and are studying the 
minor prophets together and enjoying discussion.  Simply bring your 
Bible.  Please contact Sheri Walsh with questions at 
ssmdw@wideopenwest.com or call or text 630-816-4647. 
 

Evening Lifelight Meets Thursdays 
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor at 
church one week and in a home the next (7 p.m.)  This group is tak-
ing a break for the summer and will start up again in fall. Watch 
the Herald for the start up time. For more information, please call the 
church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast Meets at 7:30 a.m. 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 
meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 7:30 to 9 
a.m. We are studying Luther’s Large Catechism.     

Board of Trustees 

Tom Hart 
Tim Lieb 
Steve Lindenmeyer 
 

Wyatt McIntyre 
Mike Teske 
Mike Walsh, Chair 


