
April 28, 2019 
Second Sunday of Easter 

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  
We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

The Glorious Blessing of Christ’s Resurrection 

put it, “Although the air surrounds you on all sides, yet it will 
do you no good if your lungs do not inhale it.” Faith grabs hold 
of the blessings of Christ — indeed, of Christ Himself. Or per-
haps better to say, in faith Christ grabs hold of us. 

The significance of Christʼs resurrection runs through 
the New Testament like a glorious golden thread. Baptism con-
nects us to Christʼs death and resurrection! (Romans 6). Peter 
says, “Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not 
as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 
Peter 3:21). Baptism is that “appeal,” which is a result of the 
resurrection! The resurrected Christ delivers the keys to His 
disciples: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiv-
en” (John 20:23)….  Jesus said over and again of those whom 
the Father gives Him, and who thus believe in Him, “I will 
raise him up on the last day!” (John 6:39, 44). And in a grand 
reference to the Lordʼs Supper, Jesus says, “He who eats my 
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him 
up on the last day” (John 6:54). 

Finally, St. Paul wrote: “But in fact Christ has been 
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). It is the bedrock teaching of the New 
Testament that Christ is the first one raised, and we too shall be 
raised from the dead at the Last Day. And “sleep” is not some 
mere pie in the sky euphemism for the horror of death. No, 
death for us Christians, as Luther described it, shall be like 
falling asleep and then waking refreshed from a short nap. Lu-
ther, of course, in no way denies that when our spirits leave our 
bodies, we are with Jesus (“Today you will be with me in para-
dise,” Luke 23:43). “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ” (1 
Cor. 15:23). 

What a glorious blessing is Christʼs resurrection! 
  

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, President LCMS (abridged). 
 

How do we know the resurrection happened? The 
power of the Word of God, proclaiming forgiveness in Christ 
by faith, brings its own conviction. The New Testament men-
tions many “witnesses” to the historic fact of the resurrection 
of Christ (Acts 1:22). St. Paul says, “Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures [e.g., Isaiah 53], that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures [cf. Matt. 12:38ff, ], and he appeared to Cephas 
[Peter], then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than 
five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have fallen asleep. The he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely 
born, he appeared also to me” (1 Cor. 15:3ff.). 

Paul prefaced this passage with, “I delivered to you 
as of first importance what I also received.” …. These are 
factual, historical markers of the resurrection. I find it unend-
ingly significant that while opponents of Jesus contested His 
resurrection from the beginning (Matt. 27:62ff.), no one from 
within the group of Jesusʼ followers, like all those Paul noted 
above, ever came forward with an alternative version. There 
is simply no record of someone present who later says, “I was 
actually there, and a follower of Jesus. It did not happen the 
way Paul and the apostles and evangelists wrote it.” 

This resurrection has many ramifications for us. The 
sin of the world has been atoned for…. Jesus “was delivered 
up for our trespasses and raised for our justification” (Rom. 
4:25)…. And there are other such dramatic passages. “In 
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message 
of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:19). The “big event” happened in 
the death and resurrection of Christ. Righteousness and salva-
tion have been obtained, won, paid for. How is this blessing 
appropriated by each of us? By faith. As one Lutheran pastor 
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Calendar 

Sunday, April 28  
Second Sunday of Easter 

8:30 am—worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00 am—worship w/communion 

No Youth 

6:00 pm—Confirmation Dinner/Questioning 
Monday, April 29 
Tuesday, April 30 
7:00 pm—Voters Board 
Wednesday, May 1 
8:50 am—BLS Chapel 
9:00 am—Ladies LifeLight 
3:30 pm—Schola Cantorum 
5:30 pm—Praises Ring 
7:00 pm—Proclaim 
Thursday, May 2 
12:30 pm—Bethany Ladies Guild 
Friday, May 3 
6:30 pm—BLS Curriculum Fair 
Saturday, May 4 
7:30 am—Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 
7:30 am—Saturday AM Men’s Bible Study 
5:00 pm—worship w/communion 

Sunday, May 5 

Third Sunday of Easter 

8:30 am—worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00 am—Confirmation 

11:00 am—worship w/communion 

No Youth 

In Our Prayers….. 
 

All of Our Members, especially: Diane Benecke, ear ly onset 
Alzheimer’s Disease; Ryley Bjustrom, hearing issues; Neal Kaspar, ill 
health; Tim Lieb, recovery from infection; George Smentek, back is-
sues; Robert Steege, hospice care.  (please renew after four weeks). 
 

All of our Family Members & Friends, especially: Anna, (fr iend of 
the Kaim family) recovery from surgery; Annaleise, (niece of Kristin 
Knight) upcoming hip surgery; Cindy, (friend of Maria Simpson) heal-
ing; Debbie, (friend of Maria Simpson) cancer treatments; Nathan 
Ducker, (newborn cousin of Beth Hahn) skull fracture; Hudson 
Feldman, (2 year  old fr iend of the Anderson family) cancer ; Lau-
rie Hofman, (fr iend of Beth Schultz) cancer  treatments; Linda, 
(friend of Maria Simpson) healing; Merrick, (young cousin of Tye 
Fox) suffering from seizures; Carol Sprafka, (friend of Jaime Thomp-
son) cancer; Mary Walsh, (mother of Mike Walsh) treatments/healing; 
Wendy, (relative of the Smentek family) mental disabilities; David 
Wohlrab, (brother  of Jean Quetsch) cancer ; Betty Zapatochny 
(mother of Becky Rufo) healing. (please renew after two weeks). 
 

Prayers that the Lord be with Matthew Hinze and Michael Hinze,  
Adam Horton, Peter Johnson, Savanna Lugay, James Maher,  
Shalyn Martinek, Pierce and Quinn Parlier, Jennifer and Nicholas 
Camm Williams as they continue to serve in the Military. 
 

Safe travels for all those traveling this week. 
  

For Al Barnickel on his birthday. 
 
For Debbie Smart and family at the loss of her brother-in-law, Ken 
recently. 
 

Prayers 

 

Chancel Flowers 
Chancel flowers for this weekend were 
placed by Jennifer, Blake and Landon Bar-
nickel for  Al Barnickel’s birthday. 

 9 months Budget  

 2018/19 2018/19 Difference 

Contributions $772,400 $766,000 6,400  

Tuition,Fees 707,800 788,400 (80,600) 

Music 63,300 45,000 18,300  

Other 78,400 66,100 12,300  

Total Income $1,621,900 $1,665,500 (43,600) 

Sal/Ben 1,316,700  1,348,500  (31,800) 

Music 55,700  45,300  10,400  

Program 153,400  165,200  (11,800) 

Properties 211,600  215,800  (4,200) 

Total Expense 1,737,400  1,774,800  (37,400) 

2018/19 Surplus/Deficit ($115,500) ($109,300) ($6,200) 

Designated Balance $24,800  ($300) 25,100  

Unified Balance (140,400) (109,000) (31,400) 

Total Surplus/Deficit ($115,600) ($109,300) ($6,300) 

Treasurer’s Report 
March 2019 Please Pray for Our School 

Gracious Heavenly Father, who has com-
manded that we raise our children to be 
faithful to you, we ask that you would bless 
our Day School in assisting parents in rais-
ing children to live in their baptism, to be 
well catechized, and learn to live in the vo-
cations you have given them.  Grant your 
blessing to our school and our families. 

Confirmation Next Sunday 
16 Bethany youth will be confirmed next 
Sunday, May 5 at the 11 a.m. service. 
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News 

Looking Ahead: 
Vacation Bible School at Bethany 
Save the date! Bethany’s VBS will take place on June 17-
20, 2019 from 9 a.m. until noon.  We will explore God’s 
miraculous mission and learn about His plan of salvation 
from creation to the cross!  Sign up is available on our web-
site now, so spread the word.  VBS is open to incoming pre-
school 4’s (children four years old on or before September 1) 
through incoming 5th grade.  Sixth grade and older students 
can sign up to be group assistants and we will need adult 
group leaders and teachers.  Three year olds are welcome if 
accompanied by a parent.  We’re looking forward to another 
fun year at VBS! 

Issues, Etc. “Making the Case” Conference at 
Concordia University Chicago 
On Friday, June 7/Saturday, June 8 Issues, Etc. is presenting 
their “Making the Case” Conference at Concordia University 
Chicago (74 Augusta St. River Forest, IL).  This is a good 
opportunity for you to meet and hear Ross Douthat of the New 
York Times, LCMS President Matt Harrison, Wesley Smith of 
National Review, Rev. Hans Fiene of Lutheran Satire, Aaron 
Wolf of Chronicles magazine and LCMS Worship Director 
Rev. Will Weedon.  Attendance is limited to 500.  To learn 
more pick up a flyer on the carousel in the narthex and to reg-
ister go to conference@issuesetc.org. 

Upcoming Events at Bethany 
 

Touch A Truck 
Saturday, May 18 
10:30 a.m.—noon 

 

Vacation Bible School 
June 17—20 
9 a.m.—noon 

 

Church Family Sunday 
August 18 

 

Crafters Paradise Saturday, November 9 
We are accepting crafter applications. 

See Bethany’s website or call Barb McKissick at  
630-961-2030. 

Fine Arts Festival May 7! 
Come listen to the musical talents of Bethany Lutheran 
School’s students on Tuesday, May 7 at 7 p.m. for Bethany 
Lutheran’s Fine Arts Festival.  You will hear singing and 
playing in a wonderful event to celebrate God’s amazing gift 
of music.  The Fine Arts Festival will also feature Bethany 
alumni and church members playing with our students.  We 
hope to see you there! 

Do You Have Some Time to Lend a Hand? 
We are looking for a volunteer to help in the church office. It 
would be about an hour every week or every two weeks.  
This volunteer position requires entering worship attendance 
into our computer system.  Please call Jean Martinek in the 
church office if you are interested. 

Former Bethany Member at Home With the Lord 
Wilma Diersen, former longtime Bethany member passed away 
on April 18 in Alpharetta, Georgia.  She is preceded in death by 
husband Bob who died on March 8, 2019.  The Diersen’s have 
been residing in Alpharetta for the past several years.  Wilma 
and Bob are survived by their children Matthew, Christine and 
Elizabeth. 

Theology on Tap 
For the month of May Theology on Tap has been moved 
to Tuesday, May 7 from 6:30 to 8 p.m.  

Join Us for Our Next OWL’s Lunch 
Bethany’s senior group, the OWL’s, will meet on Thursday, 
May 9 at Woodridge Café (7414 Janes Ave. Woodridge) at 
11:30 a.m.  Please join us for great fellowship and lunch.  Call 
Steve and Pam Lindenmeyer at  630-985-5171 by May 7 to 
RSVP.  See you there! 

BLS Open House May 3! 
Come and join us at our Open House and Curriculum Fair 
on  Friday, May 3!  Whether you’re looking to see what our 
Day School has to offer or just want to come and support our 
Bethany staff and students, we would love to have you!  The 
Open House is at 5:30 p.m., and the Curriculum Fair begins 
at 6:30 p.m.  Contact Linda Fox with questions 
(lfox@bethanylcs.org). 

Check out how many generations of Bethany families we have 
in our school (plus 2 more not pictured).  Remember, if you’re 
a Bethany Lutheran School Alumni and aren’t receiving the 
Alumni Newsletter email Linda Fox at lfox@bethanylcs.org. 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 
www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 
Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   
(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sunday 
School, Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 

 

Nursery  The nursery is available as a cry room during worship 
services and during Bible Study hour. Our nursery is no longer 
staffed. 

Program Staff 
Rev. Seth Clemmer   ……………………..Senior Pastor (Witness, Youth) 
Rev. Stephen Schumacher……………………………...….Pastor (Mercy) 
Neal Kaspar ..................................................................... School Principal 
Michael Giuliani…………………………………… ……………..Cantor 
Linda Fox…………… ……………………………. Admissions Director 
Erin Dunwell……………………...Interim Principal/Fifth Grade Teacher 
Donna Linnemeyer…………………….………....Program Administrator 
Faculty 
Debby Buckman………………………………...…......Preschool Teacher 
Angela Hess……………………………………………Preschool Teacher 
Jamie Rogoz…..……………………………………......Preschool Teacher 
Diana Guebert…………………………………….…....Preschool Teacher 
Justine Kaczmarek……………………………………...Preschool Teacher 
Beth Schultz…………………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Ashley Zorena….……………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Kim Rodriguez, Traci Downs…………………...…….Instructional Aides  
Heather Lee, Cindy Hoekema...….................................Instructional Aides 
Kristin Gemkow ................................................................... Kindergarten 
Diane Green, Claudia Contreras……………………..Instructional Aides 
Cyndi Niccolai ........................................................................ First Grade 
Kari Janetzke .......................................................................Second Grade 
Carole Staunch………………………….……..…....Art/First Grade Aide 
Chad Baganz ......................................................................... Third Grade 
Michelle Stehle .................................................................... Fourth Grade 
Nancy Yendrejczyk………………………………………………. Library 
Grant Baganz….….………………………...………...…..K-5th Phys. Ed. 
Josh Schultz ........................................................................... Sixth Grade 
Rob Johnson ...................................................................... Seventh Grade 
David Bremer ....................................................................... Eighth Grade 
Jill Dirilten………………………………………………..Teacher/Speech 
Holly Fletcher .............................................................. Special Education 
Kevin Zorena…....………….…………………………....Assistant Cantor 
Chad Baganz/David Bremer…………………………....Athletic Directors 
Administrative/Support Staff 
Pam Kolzow….……………………………..……..Finance Administrator 
Patty Compton ........................................................ School Administrator 
Melanie Colt.………... ................................................ ...School Secretary 
Matt Carlson…Confirmation/Sunday School Coordinator/Youth Support 
Vacant…..…….…………………………………….....Worship Secretary 
Jean Martinek………………..Evangelism/Membership Secretary/Printer 
Jake Mathley.………………………….……………....Facilities Manager 
Pam Splitt……………….………………………...…….…..Herald Editor 

 
To e-mail any staff member:  First initial of first name last name 
@bethanylcs.org  (ex. sschumacher@bethanylcs.org) 

Bethany Staff 

The deadline for the May 5 Herald 
is Tuesday, April 30. 

Savoring Sunday 
Adult Bible Class in the Gym at 10 a.m. 
Have you ever had questions about a Bible reading on Sunday, but 
never remembered to explore it or ask a pastor?  Join us each week in 
the gym as we continue our Bible study that unfolds the readings of 
the day, allowing us to dig deeper into the text, explore the Lord’s 
promises unique to those readings and in short, savor Sunday.  
 

Interested in Joining Bethany? 
If you’re interested in joining Bethany or learning more about the 
Lutheran faith, please contact Pastor Schumacher at sschumach-
er@bethanylcs.org or Pastor Clemmer at sclemmer@bethanylcs.org 
or call 630-355-2198 with questions.    

 

Sunday School for Children 
All classes meet at 10 a.m. in our school wing and grade levels are 
marked on the doorways.  We have Sunday School classes for pre-
schoolers through grade 8.   
 

High School Bible Class Meets in the Youth Room 
Bible Class for high school students meets in the youth room each 
Sunday. If you have questions or want more information contact Matt 
Carlson at mcarlson@bethanylcs.org.  
 
 

Women’s LifeLight Study Meets Wednesdays 
Wednesday Morning Women’s LifeLight is studying of the Gospel 
of John Part II.  Please join us in the Harris Wing board room from 9 
to 11 a.m. each Wednesday morning.  Contact Sheri Walsh with 
questions at ssmdw@wideopenwest.com or call or text 630-816-
4647.  Gospel of John Part II study books are available in the church 
office.  
 

Evening Lifelight Meets Thursdays: 
Studying the Book of Hebrews 
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor at 
church one week and in a home the next (7 p.m.)  We are studying 
the Book of Hebrews.  Join us for Bible study and fellowship.  For 
more information, please call the church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast Meets at 7:30 a.m. 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 
meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 7:30 to 9 
a.m. We are studying Luther’s Large Catechism.     

 
Day School Policy Board 

David Brouch 
James Dahan 
Molly D’Amico 
Sully Dirilten 
Harold Downs 

Sue Jablonsky 
Joyce Lohrentz 
Kierste Schafer, Chair 
Jerry Schuh 

ABC Devotions 
Help yourself to an ABC Devotional to enhance 
your prayers and Bible study during the week.  
These devotionals, which include the weekly 
readings, are available in the tract carousel each 
week. 


