
April 8, 2018 
Second Sunday after Easter 

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 

of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  

We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

Everyday Apologetics: Did the Resurrection Happen? By Pastor Clemmer 

When conversing with those who have rejected Chris-

tianity, one finds a diversity of rationales for their rejection.  

Some reject the faith because they have personally endured 

tremendous loss or suffering, and deny that a loving God 

would allow such pain. Those with the god of science allow 

their faith in evolutionary theory to overrule the evidence for a 

creator. Some have had their reliance on the Bible put into 

question, leading them to lose the foundation for their faith. 

Others simply deny that miracles—especially resurrections 

from the dead—do not happen, and therefore, Christianity’s 

confession of Christ’s resurrection on Easter is a farce. 

Regardless of a person’s rationale for denying Christi-

anity, they must deal with a pile of evidence for the resurrec-

tion of Jesus on Easter. Even if evolution has them doubting 

creation, the overwhelming evidence of the resurrection can 

bring them doubts about their unbelief. In 1 Corinthians, St. 

Paul confidently preached the resurrection, even encouraging 

antagonists to provide evidence that debunked the resurrection 

of Jesus, “If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching 

is in vain and your faith is in vain” (1 Cor. 15:14). In other 

words, “Show me the body and we’ll give up!” If early ene-

mies of Christianity could deliver the dead corpse of Jesus, 

then all of Christianity would crumble. But they couldn’t!  

Today, thousands of years later, we have the same 

evidence-based confidence as Paul once did.  Yes, we have 

faith—but our faith is not unfounded, but the faith clings to the 

historical Jesus and His true death and resurrection. We don’t 

“just believe” or point to some “fuzzy feelings” or “burning in 

the bosom,” as some might wrongly confess. Instead, we can 

point to an empty tomb and indisputable facts that support the 

resurrection. Here are a few examples: 

1) The testimony of the eyewitnesses: Many of those 

who confessed to have seen Jesus after His resurrection were 

willing to die for that confession. While some people might 

unknowingly die for a lie (like cultists who follow their leader’s 

lies to the Kool-Aid), these Christians died for what they per-

sonally witnessed. They were not misled, but confidently died 

for what they saw: a resurrection. 

2) The reliability of the Bible manuscripts: The Bi-

ble gives written eyewitness testimony that Jesus died and was 

seen alive after his death. Some may argue that the Bible can’t 

be trusted for various reasons, but these objections are answera-

ble. Most importantly, the Bible has thousands of copies of the 

original manuscripts that are dated within decades of the actual 

events. This attests to their reliability.  Even if a person denies 

the Spirit’s inspiration of the Word, the New Testament is still 

reliable as a historical document when it’s held to the same 

standards as any other ancient document.  

3) Extra-Biblical Evidence:  Multiple sources besides 

the New Testament, including some written by some enemies 

of Christianity (such as Pliny, Tacitus, and Josephus), attest to 

the death of Jesus and the ardent testimony of those claiming to 

witness his resurrection. This corroborates the fact that Jesus 

died and that His disciples afterward claimed to see His risen 

body. 

The faith of the Christian is based upon testable, relia-

ble evidence, since our God did not stay out in the spiritual 

realm but came into our human history to die for us. If you’d 

like to learn more about the evidence of the resurrection, check 

out CPH’s Making the Case for Christianity, Lee Strobel’s 

The Case for Christ, or ask me for another suggestion! 
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This Week’s Calendar 

Sunday, April 8    
Second Sunday after Easter 

8:30 am—Worship w/communion 
10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 
11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

12:15 pm—Sr. High Youth 

Monday, April 9 
8:30 am—BLS/NLSA Accreditation 

Tuesday, April 10 
8:30 am—BLS/NLSA Accreditation 
7:00 pm—Board of Finance 

Wednesday, April 11 

8:30 am—BLS/NLSA Accreditation 
8:50 am—BLS Chapel 

9:00 am—Ladies LifeLight 
3:30 pm—Schola Cantorum 
5:30 pm—Praises Ring 

7:00 pm—Proclaim 

Thursday, April 12 

Friday, April 13 
6:00 pm—BLS/Kinder Dads Night 

Saturday, April 14 
7:30 am—Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 
10:00 am—Sunday School Teachers Meeting 

5:00 pm—Worship w/communion 

Sunday, April 15 
Third Sunday of Easter 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

In Our Prayers….. 
 

All of Our Members, especially: Jennifer Barnickel, cancer 

treatments; Jim Simpson, recovery from surgery. (please renew after 

four weeks). 
 

All of our Family Members & Friends, especially:  

Linda Collins, (mother of Scott Collins) comfort/healing/recovery from 

stroke; Paul Enderle, (friend of Bob/Pam Splitt) recovery from surgery/ 

health issues; Tyler Hamby, (friend of Tom Hart) recovery from follicu-

lar Lymphoma; Valerie Kincaid, (friend of Sally Wilson) continued 

strength after bone marrow transplant; Tom Rodgers, (father of Cyndi 

Niccolai) ALS, (please renew after two weeks). 
 

Prayers that the Lord be with Peter Johnson as he continues to serve in 

the Air Force. Prayers for Shalyn Martinek as she continues to serve in 

the Marines and Matthew Hinze and Michael Hinze as they continue to 

serve in the US Army. 
 

For the family of member Millie Knosher who passed away on Tuesday 

morning. 

Prayers 

Bethany’s Prayer Chain 
We have a prayer chain! Please contact Ina Johnson (630-369-6074) or 

email at muttiina@gmail.com with your prayer requests and if you 

would like to be part of the prayer chain. 

Chancel Flowers 
Chancel flowers for this weekend are placed by Jean Martinek for the 

birthdays of her children Shalyn and Elias.  Also by Cheryl Groth and 

family in memory of husband Dwight.  

Baptisms 
Maverick Alan Eggert, son of Craig and Christina (Benecke) 

Eggert will be baptized at the 8:30 a.m. service this weekend.  

Maverick’s godparents are Logan Moore and Carley VonDeylen. 

Andrew William Michael Robert Hobus, son of Andrew and 

Nicole (Bielecki) will be baptized at the 11 a.m. service this 

weekend.  Andrew’s godparents  are Marissa Garbacz and Isaiah 

Hobus. 

 Financial Forecast as of 3/31/2018 

  
Year to Date  

Actual 
End of Year  
Projected Full Year Budget 

Income $1,650,100.00 $2,202,314.00 $2,146,828.00 

Expenses $1,840,500.00 $2,376,626.00 $2,362,768.00 

Surplus/Deficit ($190,400) ($174,312) ($215,940) 
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News 

Youth News 
 

April 8—Sr. High pizza lunch/Bible Study (12:15 to 2 p.m.). 

April 15—Mentor Night (4:30 to 6 p.m.). 

April 22—No Youth. 

April 29—Jr. High Confirmation Questioning. 
 

Weekly updates and reminders are sent via email.  Contact Pastor Clemmer or 
Jean Martinek with questions. 

Please Help by Filling LWML Mite Box 
Please remember to contribute your “Mites” for endeavors in 

the Dominican Republic, here in the US as well as for training 

deaconesses and seminarians.  They may be dropped in the big 

Mite Box at the Welcome Center or in the church office. Thank 

you! 

Liturgy Pew Cards Now in the Pews 
Learn the what’s and why’s of the liturgy from our Liturgy 

Pew Cards now in the pews.  Before or after the service, 

take a look at the card and learn about the parts of the litur-

gy.  See how the liturgy is from God’s Word and proclaims 

salvation.  See the texts from Scripture that each part uses.  

These cards are a simple and useful tool to help you better 

appreciate the Divine Service. 

Spring into Action in April and Have a Global 

Impact! 
Please put April 22, 5 to 7 p.m. on your calendars for our next 

Dignity for Girls sewing session.  We hope to put the finishing 

touches on what we plan to send with Rev. Joy Boway for his 

13 schools of 3000 students in impoverished areas of Liberia.  

We would like to have 100 kits ready for Liberia the beginning 

of May, and then 100 or more additional kits to go to Kenya the 

end of August.  If you would like to learn more about this mis-

sion go to www.dignityforgirls.org.  Praise God for these op-

portunities to serve our neighbor! 

OWLS to Meet April 12! 
The next OWLS luncheon/fellowship will be on Thursday, 

April 12 at 11:30 a.m.  We will meet at Pomegranate Res-

taurant, 55 S. Commons Dr. Aurora (just south of Fox Val-

ley Mall). Call Barb Lusk, 630-961-2379 or email her at 

barblusk@wowway.com no later than Tuesday, April 10 if 

you will be joining us. We hope to see you there! 

Help Needed for Big Project April 21 
The Trustees are looking for some help for their next workday 

on Saturday, April 21.  We will be removing the pea gravel in 

2 sections and moving it to the side of the building with a 

machine and then mulching the 2 sections.  We need a lot of 

hands because the machine can’t get under the playground 

equipment.  What you need to bring is your shovels, gloves, 

wheelbarrows.  Please use this link to sign to help http://

www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4DADA92DA5FA7-

playground.  Thank you in advance for your help!  Many 

hands make light work! 

Welcome to Pastor Gauthier! 
Pastor Brian Gauthier is visiting Bethany this morning 

from his mission post in Panama.  He will be baptizing his 

nephew, Andrew Hobus, preaching on Sunday and also 

leading the Bible Study time at 10 a.m.  Bethany supports 

the Lord’s work in Panama, accomplished through Pastor 

Gauthier.  His monthly newsletters are posted in the Nar-

thex.  We will take a door offering for this work today.  If 

you would prefer, take a specially marked offering enve-

lope home and return it in the coming weeks.  Make all 

checks payable to Bethany.     

Help Us “Dig In”! 
If you “dig” gardening, read on!  Families, singles, couples and 

gardening friends are needed to help weed and maintain our 

landscaping beds around the church and school grounds during 

the growing season.  Stop by the display in the Narthex and 

sign up to “Adopt A Plot”.  With your help, our grounds will 

look well-maintained and inviting. 

Easter Breakfast Thank You! 
Bethany’s Youth group want to thank the congregation for 

coming to breakfast this Easter morning.  We raised about 

$500 toward this summer’s Higher Things trip, and we 

were able to serve the congregation at the same time.  

Thanks to the many folks who brought baked good dona-

tions, and to the parents for helping things run smoothly!  

Thanks also to Molly D’Amico for organizing the event 

and Mike Teske for heading up the kitchen crew. 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church Invites You! 
You are invited to the installation of Reverend Steven Mas-

sey on April 15, 2018.  The installation service will take 

place at three o’clock in the afternoon at Emmanuel (550 

Fourth Ave. Aurora, IL).  The installation service will be 

followed by light refreshments. 

Theology on Tap 
Theology on Tap will meet on Tuesday, April  17 from 6:30 to 8 

p.m. at Hopvine Brewing Co. (4030 Fox Valley Center Dr.).  We 

are studying Luther’s Large Catechism.  Please see Bethany’s 

website for the reading assignment and to register.  We hope you 

will join us. 



Bible Studies at Bethany 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 

www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 

Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   

(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sunday School, 

Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 
 

Nursery  The nursery is available as a cry room during worship services 

and during Bible Study hour. Our nursery is no longer staffed. 

Program Staff 

Vacant………………….…...……..Pastor (Team Leader, Administration) 

Rev. Stephen Schumacher……………………………...….Pastor (Mercy) 
Rev. Seth Clemmer   ……………………..……...Pastor (Witness, Youth) 

Neal Kaspar .................................................................... School Principal 

Michael Giuliani…………………………………… ……………..Cantor 
Linda Fox…………… ……………………………. Admissions Director 

Erin Dunwell…………………....Assistant Principal/Fifth Grade Teacher 

Donna Linnemeyer…………………….………....Program Administrator 

Faculty 
Jennifer Gutzwiller………………………………...…...Preschool Teacher 

Angela Hess……………………………………………Preschool Teacher 
Jamie Rogoz…..……………………………………......Preschool Teacher 

Diana Guebert…………………………………….…....Preschool Teacher 

Beth Schultz…………………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Nadine Parmenter……………………………………....Preschool Teacher 

Justine Kaczmarek, Heather Schmidt….………...…....Instructional Aides 

Kristin Gemkow ................................................................... Kindergarten 
Cyndi Niccolai ........................................................................ First Grade 

Kari Janetzke ...................................................................... Second Grade 

Carole Staunch………………………….……..….Art/Kindergarten Aide 
Chad Baganz .......................................................................... Third Grade 

Michelle Stehle .................................................................... Fourth Grade 

Nancy Yendrejczyk………………………………………………. Library 
Debby Buckman….………………………...………...…..K-5th Phys. Ed. 

Josh Schultz ........................................................................... Sixth Grade 

Rob Johnson....................................................................... Seventh Grade 
David Bremer....................................................................... Eighth Grade 

Glenn Sonlitner…………….......Eighth Grade English/Sixth Grade Math 

Jill Dirilten………………………………………………..Teacher/Speech 
Holly Fletcher .............................................................. Special Education 

Kevin Zorena…....………….…………………………....Assistant Cantor 

Chad Baganz/David Bremer…………………………....Athletic Directors 

Administrative/Support Staff 

Pam Kolzow….……………………………..……..Finance Administrator 

Patty Compton ........................................................ School Administrator 

Melanie Colt.………... ................................................ ...School Secretary 

Agnes Giuliani……………..…Confirmation/Sunday School Coordinator 
Vacant…..…….…………………………………….....Worship Secretary 

Jean Martinek………...Youth/Evangelism/Membership Secretary/Printer 

Jake Mathley.………………………………………....Facilities Manager 
Pam Splitt……………….………………………...…….…..Herald Editor 

To e-mail any staff member:  First initial of first name last name 

@bethanylcs.org  (ex. sschumacher@bethanylcs.org) 

Bethany Staff 

Our Sunday School Teachers 

The deadline for the April 15 Herald 

is Tuesday, April 10. 

Our Feature Bible Study in the Gym 
Our feature Bible Class, titled “The Bible in the Liturgy”, is taught by 

Pastor Schumacher. This study takes a look at the texts of the liturgy 

and their contexts so that the members of Bethany will have a fuller 

understanding of the depths and riches of our liturgical texts. This 

class meets in the gym at 10 a.m. Pastor Gauthier is leading class this 

week. 
  

Sunday School 
All classes meet each week at 10 a.m. in our school wing and grade 

levels are marked on the doorways.  
 

Adult Instruction Class 
Adult Information Class continues at 10 a.m. in the Harris Wing 

Board Room. If you’re interested in joining Bethany or learning more 

about the Lutheran faith contact Pastor Schumacher at sschumach-

er@bethanylcs.org or Pastor Clemmer at sclemmer@bethanylcs.org 

or call 630-355-2198.   
 

Ladies Wednesday Morning LifeLight 
Ladies LifeLight Bible Study is studying the Wilderness Wanderings 

of the Israelites after God brought them out of slavery in Egypt and 

before entering the Promised Land as recorded in Leviticus, Numbers 

and Deuteronomy. All women are invited to join this in-depth Bible 

study, meeting Wednesday mornings from 9 to 11 a.m. in the Harris 

wing conference room. Contact Karen Perry (630-904-1043 or ksper-

ry62@gmail.com) with any questions.  
 

Evening Lifelight 
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor at 

church one week and in a home the next.  We are studying the book 

of Genesis. For more information, please call the church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 

meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 7:30 to 9 

a.m. We are studying Luther’s Large Catechism.  
 

PreK – Kindergarten…………………...…….Nicole Kaim 

1/2 grades………………………………..…...Traci Downs 

3/4 grades……………………………..…...Sue Sreniawski 

5/6 grades………………...……………..Kimberly Burnell 

7/8 grades………………………………..…….Matt Krock 

Board of Finance 

Richard Fick         Rick Grimes         Bill Hahn 

Sam Harris         Pam Kolzow   Russ Lenich 

Sue Sreniawski            Doug Quinn                Richard Sutis          

Mark Wolfgram     Tim Gavin, Treasurer 
SAVE THE DATE! 

Vacation Bible School—June 11.  

More information to follow. 


