
March 5, 2017 
First Sunday of Lent 

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 

of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  

We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

The Church’s Vision by Pastor Clemmer 

Having a vision for a business may be a good 

idea. Businesses without vision often find it challenging 

to face competition and survive economic uncertainty.  

While this concept of “vision” might be good for busi-

ness, it is a concept foreign to our Lord’s Church.  Typi-

cally, when a church’s “vision” is discussed, it refers to a 

goal or idea of an individual or committee. But where 

did that “vision” originate? And who determines if it will 

be helpful?   

Implied in the concept of vision is the assertion 

that “the way things are now is inferior to the way things 

will be if we do this: ___________.”  This thinking as-

sumes we are constantly evolving—constantly improv-

ing.  And if we’re always improving, then necessarily, 

tomorrow will be better than today. Therefore, if some-

one has a “vision” for tomorrow, then it is unquestiona-

bly better than today’s situation.  If you disagree with the 

“visionary,” then you are a hindrance to improvement.   

When such evolutionary thinking invades the 

church, you recognize it with words like “vision” and 

“movement.” To be part of the “movement” is to be part 

of those who have the best “vision” and will triumph 

over the weak.  If you refuse to join the “movement” and 

follow the “vision-casting leader,” then you quickly be-

come expendable.  

While “visions” are common in business and 

“movements” are evident in politics, such concepts have 

no place in the Lord’s Church.  Instead, our Lord only 

gives “visions” to His prophets. While Old Testament 

visions covered many circumstances, they were ultimate-

ly driving toward Jesus—though not always obvious 

(Luke 24:44; Rom 3:21).   

What about visions for the Church today? Ac-

cording to the prophet Joel, “I will pour out my Spirit on 

all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men 

shall see visions” (Joel 2:28).  And at Pentecost, Peter 

explained that Joel’s words are fulfilled whenever the 

Gospel is confessed (Acts 2:16). So, according to our 

Lord, “visions” are never future-telling, movement-

inspiring predictions but are the confession of Christ-

crucified for sinners. Thus, even children have visions 

today whenever the Gospel is upon their lips. 

So, what is the Church’s vision?  Christ-crucified 

for sinners (1 Cor. 1:23).  But how can someone nailed to 

a cross incite a movement? He was never trying to. Jesus 

instituted His Church, not to give movement-inspiring 

visions but to forgive sinners.  The Church is not a 

movement; it’s an institution—given by Jesus for our 

comfort.  Accordingly, the Lord’s pastors are never to 

give their own “visions” but are to deliver Christ-

crucified to those entrusted to their care.  

“But without a vision, how will we move for-

ward?” Well, move forward where? And for what? If 

“moving forward” means achieving success, then what 

would success look like for us? For the Church, the only 

success we are given to know is to be forgiven by Jesus.  

That’s the only “vision” He gives to His Church and to all 

Christians: the comfort of His cross and the certainty of 

the Gospel.  

Next Nachtmusik Sunday, March 12 at 7 p.m. 
Concordia University Chicago Wind Symphony 
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Upcoming Events 

3/8 Lenten Services 

3/11 Pinot’s Palette Girls Night Out 

3/14 Voters Assembly at 7 p.m. 

3/15 Lenten Services 

3/17 BLS Jr. High Play 

Sunday, March 5    
First Sunday in Lent 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Sunday Classes  
11:00 am—Worship w/communion 
7:00 pm—Sr. High Youth 

Monday, March 6 
7:00 pm—Principal Call Committee 
7:00 pm—Telecare 

Tuesday, March 7 
7:00 pm—Day School Policy Board 

Wednesday, March 8 
9:00 am—Women’s Lifelight 
2:45 pm—Lenten Service/BLS Chapel 
6:15 pm—Lenten Supper 

7:15 pm—Lenten Service 
8:00 pm—Board of Elders 

Thursday, March 9 
8:45 am—Tot Spot 

6:00 pm—Praises Ring 
No Evening Lifelight 

7:20 pm—Proclaim 
9:00 pm—Compline 

Friday, March 10 
4:00 pm—Bethany Bowlers 

Saturday, March 11 
7:30 am—Bethany Saturday AM Basketball 
10:00 am—Sunday School Teachers Meeting 

5:00 pm—Worship w/communion 

7:00 pm—Ladies Pinot’s Palette Event 

Sunday, March 12 

Second Sunday in Lent 
Daylight Savings time Begins at 2 a.m. 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Sunday Classes 
11:00 am—Worship w/communion 
7:00 pm—Nachtmusik—CUC Wind Symphony 

7:00 pm—Sr. High Youth 
 

In Our Prayers….. 
All of Our Members, especially: Gordon Asche, radiation 

treatments; Noel Hogberg, ill health; Claudia Scarpine, chemo 

treatments; Judy Teske, strength/healing from medical procedure.  
 

All of our Family Members & Friends, especially: Valerie 

Kincaid, (friend of Sally Wilson) chemo treatments; Michael 

Lieb, (father of Tim Lieb) ill health; Marianna Saucedo, (former 

student of Shelly Quinn) continued stability following treatment 

for brain tumor; Mike Stache, (former BLC member) cancer; 

Merle Steva, (brother of Denise Bruno) health issues/anticipated 

surgery; Charlotte Tuggle, (mother of Sheri Luhrs) recovery from 

heart attach/heart procedure. 
  

Prayers that the Lord be with Peter Johnson as he continues to 

serve in the Air Force. 
 

Prayer for the family of Jim Kirchhoff who passed away on 

Wednesday. 
 

Prayers for the family of Adam Jenkins (friend of the Wilson 

family) who passed away last week and for the family of Carol 

York (friend of the Wilson family) who also passed away last 

week. 
  

 

Bethany’s Prayer Chain 
We have a prayer chain! Please contact Ina Johnson (630-369-

6074) or email at muttiina@gmail.com with your prayer requests 

and if you would like to be part of the prayer chain. 

Prayers 

Daylight Savings Time  

Begins Sunday, March 12 

 at 2 a.m. 

Stewardship 
Weekly Contributions - Week of 2/26/2017 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$11,471  $17,850  ($6,379) 

Year to Date Contributions 07/1/16 - 2/28/2017 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$690,535  $725,600  ($35,065) 

Attendance 

 Feb 2017 Feb 2016 

 Avg Weekly 
Attendance - Feb 428 452 
YTD Attendance 

July - Feb 14,665 16,529 

Sign Up for Easter Flowers! 
Sign up today to order your Easter plants for our altar and your 

home this Easter.  The sign up sheet/payment envelopes are at the 

flower chart in the narthex. 
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Sunday, March 5—Sr. High Youth from 7 to 8 p.m. in 

the Youth Room. 

Sunday, March 12—Jr. High Youth from 5:30 to 6:45 

p.m. in the Youth Room. Sr. High Youth from 7 to 8 p.m. 

in the Youth Room. 

Sunday, March 19—Sr. High Youth from 7 p.m. to 8 

p.m. in the Youth Room. 

News 

Youth News 

Girls Night Out for Church and School! 
All ladies of Bethany are invited to join in on the fun and 

create a painting at Pinot’s Palette in Naperville on Satur-

day, March 11 from 7 to 9 p.m.  The cost of this event is 

$38.  Please sign up at the link www.pinotspalette.com/

naperville/event/150090 and mention Bethany so we all 

can be seated together!  If you have questions, please con-

tact Linda Fox at lfox@bethanylcs.org. 

Facilities Manager Position Open 
If you are interested in finding out more about this position, 

or know of someone who may be interested, please con-

tact Pam Kolzow in the church office. 

Host Families Needed! 
On Wednesday, March 15, Bethany will host the Ra-

cine Lutheran High School Wind Symphony at our 

midweek Lenten Service.  We are in need of several 

host families to provide sleeping arrangements for 

around 50 students/adults that evening.  In addition, 

host families will be responsible for providing break-

fast, a sack lunch, and transportation to and from the 

church.  To sign up, please contact Cantor Giuliani at 

mgiuliani@bethanylcs.org or contact the church of-

fice.  We currently have hosts for 30 of the 50 stu-

dents. 

Youth Easter Breakfast 

Easter Sunday, April 16, 2017 
7:15 to 8:30 a.m. (hot breakfast) 

9:45 to 10:45 a.m. (continental breakfast) 

Sponsored by our Jr./Sr. Youth 

More information to follow 

Lenten Worship Schedule 2017 
“The Last Words of Jesus” 

(Lenten Soup Suppers Begin at 6:15 p.m.) 
 

Wednesday, March 8—2:45/7:15 p.m. 

“Today you will be with me in paradise” 

Wednesday, March 15—2:45/7:15 p.m. 

“Behold you mother” 

Wednesday, March 22—2:45/7:15 p.m. 

“Why have you forsaken me?” 

Wednesday, March 29—2:45/7:15 p.m. 

“I Thirst;” “It is finished” 

Wednesday, April 5—2:45/7:15 p.m. 

“Into your hands I commit my spirit” We’re Having An Easter Egg Hunt! 
Bethany will be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt, Sunday, April 

16 after the 8:30 a.m. service this Easter Sunday.  We are 

inviting all children 5th grade and younger to participate. 

On Saturday, April 8 at 7 p.m. there will be an egg stuff-

ing social event for any adult who would like to help stuff 

eggs. Kierste Schafer is hosting this party at her home (708 

Kohley Rd. Lisle). Appetizers and drinks will be provided.  

We need your help to make this a fun event for our chil-

dren.  Please RSVP to jandkschafer@yahoo.com or text 

Kierste at 860-886-3075 if you can help on April 8. 

You’re Invited to a Play! 
You can’t miss Bethany’s Jr. High play “Writing a Will 

Can be Murder” on Thursday, March 16.  Please join us 

for this funny “whodunnit” at either the 8:45 a.m. or 7 

p.m. performances. 

Here are Some Repair Updates 
Take a look at the legs on our pews to see how nice they 

look since they were replaced last month.  Most of these 

costs were covered by outside insurance.  We also had 

some repairs to our organ and sound system in February.  

We had some services in February where our organ and 

sound system were not working at all. Watch for ongoing 

updates on the organ as we strive to maintain the console, 

electronics, mechanics and piping. 

Voters Assembly to Meet on March 14 
The regular quarterly meeting of the Voters Assembly is 

set for Tuesday, March 14 at 7 p.m.  The agenda for this 

meeting is available today at the Welcome Center.  There 

is one motion to consider under Old Business and two 

new motions to consider under New Business.  Attending 

these meetings is a great way to find out what is going on 

at Bethany Lutheran Church and School.  All confirmed 

members age 14 and older can become members of the 

Voters Assembly by attending one meeting to state their 

intent and attending a second meeting within a year. 

Thank You to all who volunteered for the Bethany 

20th Anniversary Event last Sunday. You helped 

make this event a huge success! 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 

www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 

Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   

(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sunday School, 

Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 
 

Nursery  The nursery is staffed during worship and Bible Study hour on 

Sundays.  You are welcome to use it as a cry room at the 5 p.m. service. 

Program Staff 

Vacant………………….…...……..Pastor (Team Leader, Administration) 

Rev. Stephen Schumacher……………………………...….Pastor (Mercy) 
Rev. Seth Clemmer   ……………………..……...Pastor (Witness, Youth) 

Pam Mueller ................................................................... School Principal 

Michael Giuliani…………………………………… ……………..Cantor 
Linda Fox…………… ……………………………. Admissions Director 

Erin Dunwell…………………....Assistant Principal/Fifth Grade Teacher 

Donna Linnemeyer…………………….………....Program Administrator 
 

Faculty 
Jennifer Gutzwiller………………………………...…...Preschool Teacher 

Jessica Gade……………………………………….…...Preschool Teacher 

Angela Hess……………………………………………Preschool Teacher 
Jamie Rogoz…..……………………………………......Preschool Teacher 

Diana Guebert…………………………………….…....Preschool Teacher 

Beth Schultz…………………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Nadine Parmenter, Justine Kaczmarek, 

BreAnne Greer, Elisabeth Enos……………………....Instructional Aides 

Kristin Gemkow .................................................................. Kindergarten 
Cyndi Niccolai ........................................................................ First Grade 

Kari Janetzke ...................................................................... Second Grade 

Carole Staunch……………………………………..….Art/Third Gr. Aide 
Chad Baganz .......................................................................... Third Grade 

Michelle Stehle .................................................................... Fourth Grade 

Nancy Yendrejczyk………………………………………………. Library 
Debby Buckman….………………………...………...…..K-5th Phys. Ed. 

Josh Schultz ........................................................................... Sixth Grade 

Rob Johnson ...................................................................... Seventh Grade 
David Bremer ...................................................................... Eighth Grade 

Glenn Sonlitner……………...Eighth Grade English/Seventh Grade Math 

Jill Dirilten………………………………………………..Teacher/Speech 
Holly Spooner ............................................................... Special Education 

Megan LeResche…....………….……...Interim Assistant Music Director 

Chad Baganz/David Bremer…………………………....Athletic Directors 
 

Administrative/Support Staff 

Pam Kolzow….……………………………..……..Finance Administrator 

Patty Pedigo .............................. School Administrator/Preschool Teacher 
Bob Airhart…………………………………………....Facilities Manager 

Agnes Giuliani……………..…Confirmation/Sunday School Coordinator 

Melanie Colt.………... ............................................... ...School Secretary 
Lynn Hart…….…………………………………….....Worship Secretary 

Jean Martinek………...Youth/Evangelism/Membership Secretary/Printer 

Pam Splitt……………….………………………...…….…..Herald Editor 

To e-mail any staff member:  First initial of first name last name 

@bethanylcs.org  (ex. trossow@bethanylcs.org) 

Bethany Staff 

Board of Finance 

Paul Calhoon ............................................................................. Chairman 

Richard Tatara ................................................................... Vice Chairman 

Tim Gavin .................................................................................. Treasurer 

Scott Collins ........................................ Head of Day School Policy Board 

Tim Benecke………………………..……….…..Head of Board of Elders 

Mike Walsh……………………….. …...…….Head of Board of Trustees 
Pat Bowman ..............................................................Recording Secretary 

Pastor  Clemmer .............................................................................. Pastor 

Pastor Schumacher .......................................................................... Pastor 
Pam Mueller ............................................................................... Principal 

Voters Board  
The deadline for the March 12 Herald 

is Tuesday, March 7. 

Our Feature Bible Study in the Gym 
“Hebrews: Jesus Christ the Same Yesterday 

and Today and Forever” 
Join us in the gym each Sunday at 10 a.m. for a Bible class on 

the Book of Hebrews.  This book draws upon the Old Testa-

ment to point to Jesus Christ, who is the same yesterday, today 

and forever.  This class is taught by Pastor Schumacher and 

runs through the end of March. 
 

Adult Instruction Class 
If you’re interest in joining Bethany or learning more about the 

Lutheran faith contact Pastor Schumacher at sschumach-

er@bethanylcs.org or Pastor Clemmer at sclemmer@bethanylcs 

.org or call 630-355-2198. This class meets each Sunday in the 

Board Room. 
 

Sunday School 
All classes meet each week at 10 a.m. in our school wing and 

grade levels are marked on the doorways.  No pre-registration is 

necessary. 
 

Ladies Lifelife 
The Lifelight Ladies have begun the study of 1 & 2 Chronicles.  

We meet from 9 to 11 a.m. Wednesday mornings.  Books are 

available in the church office.  All women are welcome.  Con-

tact Karen Perry (630-904-1043) or ksperry62@gmail.com) 

with any questions. 
 

Evening Lifelight 
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor 

one week and in a home the next.  We are studying Revelations. 

For more information, please call the church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast 

which meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 

7:30 to 9 a.m.  Our theme continues with 1 Corinthians. 

  Tim Gavin, Treasurer 

Rick Fick        Rick Grimes              Bill Hahn 

Sam Harris        Pam Kolzow              Russ Lenich 

Keith Luhrs        Doug Quinn              Richard Sutis 


