
January 20, 2019 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  
We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

A Story of Comfort from God’s Word   by Pastor Schumacher 

 My first call was to a small parish in SW Louisiana.  
My car was not air conditioned and had a black vinyl 
interior.  In January before it started to be hot again, I 
decided to buy a new car.  Word got out to the congre-
gation.  Word got out to Tom.  Tom was a stalwart in 
the congregation.  Everyone loved Tom.  He was a for-
mer elder and had just retired from the oil refinery.  Af-
ter the service on Sunday, Tom came through the line, 
shook my hand, and said, “You are going to buy Ameri-
can, aren’t you, pastor?”  That Friday, I did!  I bought 
my Chevy Nova.  Tom was going to be happy.   
 But on Saturday morning, Tom had a massive heart 
attack and fell over dead in his kitchen.  His daughter-in
-law called me and asked that I come over to the house.  
What would I say?  How would I comfort Tom’s wife, 
his sons and daughter-in-law’s, his grandson??!  Tom’s 
death was tragic for his family, for the congregation, 
and for me personally.  Where is there comfort at times 
like this? 
 On the drive over to Tom’s, a verse came to mind.  It 
was Romans 8:38-39:  “For I am sure that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  It was 
a passage long cherished by me.  I knew the point of the 
passage:  Nothing can separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus.  But I had not really internalized the 

meaning.  As I drove over to Tom’s house, I realized 
why the first item in the list is “death.”  Death is the ulti-
mate separator in this age.  We can fly or drive long dis-
tances to see a loved one; we can email, text, skype, or 
facetime someone; we can even send them a letter.  At 
the very least we can communicate with loved ones, 
even if they are on the other side of the world.  But 
death separates; you cannot hold, hug, whisper, or even 
text a dead husband, wife, father, mother, or child.  
Death is the ultimate separator.   
 But death cannot separate from Christ.  Nothing can.  
Jesus could not be held back by death!  He conquered it 
at Easter.  Now we do not fear death.  Jesus will be there 
for us.  The comfort of this passage became very real to 
me as I drove to Tom’s house.  And the comfort of this 
passage became very real to his family gathered at the 
house.   
 God’s Word brings comfort, peace, hope.  It brings 
forgiveness of sins and life.  I told this little story to 
show how the Word brought me comfort so that I could 
bring comfort to others.  God’s Word is living and ac-
tive.  By it, the Lord gives us peace, joy, and hope.  
There will be a moment when you think that all of your 
life is in shambles.  And from an earthly perspective it 
might be.  But God’s Word gives life and peace and 
hope to the despairing sinner.  Nothing can separate you 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  This 
passage is yours.  This peace is yours in Jesus.  Amen. 
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Calendar 

Sunday, January 20   

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 

10:00 am—New Member Class 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

12:30 pm—Sr High Youth 

Monday, January 21 
No School—School/Church Office Closed 
9:00 am—LWML Sewing Event 

Tuesday, January 22 
Wednesday, January 23 
8:50 am—BLS Chapel 
9:00 am— Ladies LifeLight 
2:30 pm—College Bible Study—offsite 
3:30 pm—Schola Cantorum 
No Praises Ring 
7:00 pm—Proclaim 

Thursday, January 24 

Friday, January 25 

Saturday, January 26 
7:30 am—Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 
5:00 pm— Worship w/communion 

Sunday, January 27 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 

10:00 am—New Member Class 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

No Youth 
 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers….. 
 

All of Our Members, especially: Diane Benecke, ear ly onset 
Alzheimer’s Disease; Chris Knight, recovery from knee replacement 
surgery; Sharon Lenich, cancer; Mike Sislow, recovery from hip sur-
gery; Nancy Yendrejczyk, recovery from broken hip. (please renew 
after four weeks). 
 

All of our Family Members & Friends, especially: Anna, (fr iend of 
the Kaim family) cancer treatments; Bill, for good test results; Christi-
na, (fr iend of the Goldbeck family) breast cancer ; Debbie, (fr iend 
of Maria Simpson) healing;  Hudson Feldman, (2 year old friend of the 
Anderson family) chemo treatments; Enrique Java, (friend of the 
Weaver family) medical issues; Christina Morales, (friend of the 
Weaver family) medical issues; Mary Walsh, (grandmother of Adam 
Walsh) recovery from broken hip. (please renew after two weeks). 
 

Prayers that the Lord be with Matthew Hinze and Michael Hinze,  
Adam Horton, Peter Johnson, Savanna Lugay, James Maher,  
Shalyn Martinek, Pierce Parlier and Quinn Parlier, Jennifer, 
Nicholas and Cam Williams as they continue to serve in the Mili-
tary. 
 

Stewart/Samuel Simpson, work/school difficulties. 
 

Tori, (fr iend of Mar ia Simpson) for  safe travels. 
 

For Enrique Veguilla, new business venture. 
 

For the family of Steve Mazzarella (Naperville North HS teacher) who 
passed away last weekend. 
 

For the family of Greg Karolick (brother-in-law of Nate Teske and 
family) who passed away recently. 
 

Prayers 

Bethany’s Prayer Chain 
We have a prayer chain! Please contact Ina Johnson (630-369-6074) or 
email at muttiina@gmail.com with your prayer requests and if you would 
like to be part of the prayer chain. 

 

Chancel Flowers 
Chancel flowers for this weekend were placed by Al and Jennifer Barnick-
el for  son Blake’s 15th birthday. 

Stewardship 
Weekly Contributions - Week of 1/13/19 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$13,041  $19,250  ($6,209) 

Year to Date Contributions 07/1/18 - 1/16/19 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$572,062  $575,500  ($3,438) 

Attendance 

 Jan 19 Jan 18 

 Avg Weekly 
Attendance - Jan 428 405 
YTD Attendance 

July - Jan 12,179 12,141 
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News 

Dignity for Girls Sewing Event  
Monday, January 21, 2019 
Please reserve January 21, for our first group sewing date of 
the season—all day, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. in the multi-
purpose room.  Come and go as time allows!  If you have a 
sewing machine and can sew a straight seam, please bring 
your machine and if you don’t sew there are other tasks to do. 
Contact Ina Johnson with questions muttiina@gmail.com. 
Our usual LWML meeting scheduled for January 21 will 
not take place since we are holding the above all-day sew-
ing event. 

Save the Date for Two Events in February! 
Youth Dinner 
Bethany’s Sr. Youth is planning their Second Annual 
Amoré Italian Dinner for Saturday, February 9.  Infor-
mation regarding reservations and tickets will be coming 
next week.  Look for more details to come in the Herald and 
on the website.  For youth volunteers, please sign up to help 
at this site: http://tiny.cc/AmoreDinnerVolunteer. 
 

“A Royals Affair” 
Join us on February 22, 2019 for our Bethany Lutheran 
Church and School Adult Social & Auction! All proceeds 
will go to staff wish lists, including the pastors, cantors, of-
fice staff, and teachers. We’ll have heavy appetizers, live 
piano music & DJ, door prizes, silent and live auction items, 
and a cash bar will be available. Tickets are $25 per person 
and can be purchased after the services this weekend, or in 
either the church or the school office. Contact Linda Fox 
with questions, donations, or sponsorship opportunities.  

Call for Card Tables 
The youth are in need of card tables for the Amore Italian Din-
ner night.  If you have a card table and would be willing to 
loan it to the youth group, you can drop off and pickup in the 
narthex.  Drop off after any church service on February 3/4 or 
at church anytime before February 8.  Pick up after church on 
February 17/18 or February 24/25. Please make sure your 
name is on the bottom of the table for easy pick up. 

Apple Pancake Sale for Feed the Need! 
As announced last week, Bethany will participate in the an-
nual Feed My Starving Children “Feed the Need” food pack-
ing event to be held on Presidents Day weekend in the Resi-
dential/Recreation Center at North Central College near 
downtown Naperville.  The goal is to pack more than 
1,200,000 meals for children in areas of need throughout the 
world.  To accomplish this, 50 food packing stations will be 
set-up in the gymnasium enabling about 1,000 people per 
shift to pack meals. The packing procedure is the same as 
done at their permanent facility, but with a huge crowd in a 
joyous atmosphere.  We have committed to get 40 persons to 
pack food on Saturday, February 16 from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.  
We also hope to raise $2,000 to pay for the ingredients we 
will be packing that day.  We ask your support for this mis-
sion by special donations marked for “Feed the Need 2019” 
and by purchasing coupons for frozen apple pancakes from 
nearby Pancake Café on sale in the Narthex.  Packing ses-
sion sign-ups continue on the sheet posted in the Narthex.  
There are jobs for everyone of all ages, so bring the whole 
family.  For more information, contact Rich Tatara at rmtata-
ra428@gmail.com. 

Hotel Bars of Soap 
As you travel, please bring back any extra hotel-sized bars of 
soap for our Dignity for Girls hygiene kits (the flat ones are 
preferable).  Please leave them at the Welcome Center, on the 
shelf behind the Mite box.  Thank you! 

Time to “Love Our Bethany Kitchen” 
Make the Bethany kitchen the object of your affection this 
Valentine’s Day by going out and buying much needed sup-
plies.  We will have a Valentine treat ready for all who bring 
in supplies. 
Needed items are: Ziploc Baggies (various size), Plastic 
Food Storage Containers (various sizes), SOS Pads, Disin-
fectant Spray for countertops (such as Fantastic, Spic & 
Span), Black Sharpies.  Please drop off your  donation in 
the gym at the kitchen window on Saturday or Sunday the 
weekend of February 16/17.  Thank you! 

Kids at the Organ! 
What happens back there behind the organ?!?!? Cantor Giulia-
ni invites children and youth ages 5-18 to join him at the organ 
during the Divine Service!  This is a great way to learn more 
about the organ, and to be involved during the service.  Kids 
even get to wear a robe like the rest of the liturgical assistants 
if they want! Children under age 10 must be accompanied by a 
parent. Email Cantor Giuliani at mgiuliani@bethanylcs.org to 
arrange a date. 

Donations of Bibles Needed 
We are in need of a set of 24 bibles for the youth room.  If 
you would like to make a donation towards this purchase, 
please email Donna Linnemeyer at dlinnemey-
er@bethanylcs.org.  A dedication plate can be placed in the 
front of the bibles if you supply us with the inscription but 
the donations can also be made anonymously.  The total cost 
for the bibles is about $350. 

National Lutheran School Week begins 
January 28! 
Join our students and school staff as we celebrate our wonder-
ful school and all of the others across the nation from January 
27 through February 2.  Fun activities are planned for the 
week.  Our staff will sing with the students during worship on 
January 27 and we invite all members and friends to the Cul-
ver’s Night Fundraiser on Tuesday, January 29. 

Attention Local College Students 
Pastor Clemmer’s College Locals Bible Study continues on 
Wednesday, January 23 from 2:30 to 4 p.m. at Quigley’s in 
downtown Naperville. Join us! 



Bible Studies at Bethany 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 
www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 
Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   
(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sunday 
School, Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 

 

Nursery  The nursery is available as a cry room during worship 
services and during Bible Study hour. Our nursery is no longer 
staffed. 

Program Staff 
Rev. Stephen Schumacher……………………………...….Pastor (Mercy) 
Rev. Seth Clemmer   ……………………..……...Pastor (Witness, Youth) 
Neal Kaspar ..................................................................... School Principal 
Michael Giuliani…………………………………… ……………..Cantor 
Linda Fox…………… ……………………………. Admissions Director 
Erin Dunwell…………………....Assistant Principal/Fifth Grade Teacher 
Donna Linnemeyer…………………….………....Program Administrator 
Faculty 
Debby Buckman………………………………...…......Preschool Teacher 
Angela Hess……………………………………………Preschool Teacher 
Jamie Rogoz…..……………………………………......Preschool Teacher 
Diana Guebert…………………………………….…....Preschool Teacher 
Justine Kaczmarek……………………………………...Preschool Teacher 
Beth Schultz…………………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Ashley Zorena….……………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Kim Rodriguez, Traci Downs…………………...…….Instructional Aides  
Heather Lee, Cindy Hoekema...….................................Instructional Aides 
Kristin Gemkow ................................................................... Kindergarten 
Diane Green, Claudia Contreras……………………..Instructional Aides 
Cyndi Niccolai ........................................................................ First Grade 
Kari Janetzke .......................................................................Second Grade 
Carole Staunch………………………….……..…....Art/First Grade Aide 
Chad Baganz ......................................................................... Third Grade 
Michelle Stehle .................................................................... Fourth Grade 
Nancy Yendrejczyk………………………………………………. Library 
Grant Baganz….….………………………...………...…..K-5th Phys. Ed. 
Josh Schultz ........................................................................... Sixth Grade 
Rob Johnson ...................................................................... Seventh Grade 
David Bremer ....................................................................... Eighth Grade 
Jill Dirilten………………………………………………..Teacher/Speech 
Holly Fletcher .............................................................. Special Education 
Kevin Zorena…....………….…………………………....Assistant Cantor 
Chad Baganz/David Bremer…………………………....Athletic Directors 
Administrative/Support Staff 
Pam Kolzow….……………………………..……..Finance Administrator 
Patty Compton ........................................................ School Administrator 
Melanie Colt.………... ................................................ ...School Secretary 
Matt Carlson…Confirmation/Sunday School Coordinator/Youth Support 
Vacant…..…….…………………………………….....Worship Secretary 
Jean Martinek………...Youth/Evangelism/Membership Secretary/Printer 
Jake Mathley.………………………….……………....Facilities Manager 
Pam Splitt……………….………………………...…….…..Herald Editor 

 
To e-mail any staff member:  First initial of first name last name 
@bethanylcs.org  (ex. sschumacher@bethanylcs.org) 

Board and Officers 

The deadline for the January 27  Herald 
is Wednesday,  January 22. 

Savoring Sunday 
Adult Bible Class in the Gym Today at 10 a.m. 
Have you ever had questions about a Bible reading on Sunday but 
never remembered to explore it or ask a pastor?  This week, we’ll 
begin a new Bible study that unfolds the readings of the day, allow-
ing us to dig deeper into the text, explore the Lord’s promises unique 
to those readings, and in short, savor Sunday.  Join us in the gym for 
this Bible study. 
 

Adult Instruction Class 
If you’re interested in joining Bethany or learning more about the 
Lutheran faith, please join us in the Board Room as we begin a new 
class during the Bible study hour. Contact Pastor Schumacher at 
sschumacher@bethanylcs.org or Pastor Clemmer at 
sclemmer@bethanylcs.org or call 630-355-2198 with questions.  
This class will meet in the gym at 10 a.m. this Sunday only. 
 

Sunday School for Children Meets at 10 a.m. 
All classes meet at 10 a.m. in our school wing and grade levels are 
marked on the doorways.  We have Sunday School classes for pre-
schoolers through grade 8.  
 

High School Bible Class Meets in the Youth Room 
Bible Class for high school students meets in the youth room at 10 
a.m. each Sunday. If you have questions or want more information 
contact Matt Carlson at mcarlson@bethanylcs.org.  
 
 

Women’s LifeLight Study Meets Wednesdays 
Wednesday Morning Women’s LifeLight is studying of the Gospel 
of John.  Please join us in the Harris Wing board room from 9 to 11 
a.m. each Wednesday morning.  Please contact Sheri Walsh with 
questions at ssmdw@wideopenwest.com or call or text 630-816-
4647.  Gospel of John study books are available in the church office.  
 

Evening Lifelight Study:  Haggai/Zechariah/Malachi  
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor at 
church one week and in a home the next. This class begins at 7 p.m. 
each Thursday We are studying Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. For 
more information, please call the church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast Meets at 8 a.m. 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 
meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 8:00 to 9:30 
a.m. We are studying Luther’s Large Catechism.  We will not meet 
on January 19. 
 

 

Board of Elders 

Tim Benecke      Tye Fox       Marty Franken 
Chris Johnson      Quinn Krenek        Matt Krock 
Don Lohrentz    Dominic Salvino       Jay Schafer 


