
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany  

For the Week of February 19, 2017 through February 25, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 5:38-48 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' 39But I 

say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other 

also. 40And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41And if anyone forc-

es you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one 

who would borrow from you.  43"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.' 44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be sons 

of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just 

and on the unjust. 46For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collec-

tors do the same? 47And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the 

Gentiles do the same? 48You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  
 

Monday: Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2"Speak to all the congregation of the 

people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.  9"When you reap the har-

vest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after 

your harvest. 10And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your 

vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God.  11"You shall not 

steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. 12You shall not swear by my name falsely, and 

so profane the name of your God: I am the Lord.  13"You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages 

of a hired servant shall not remain with you all night until the morning. 14You shall not curse the deaf or put a 

stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: I am the Lord.  15"You shall do no injustice in 

court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neigh-

bor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the life of 

your neighbor: I am the Lord.  17"You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with 

your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the 

sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 
 

Tuesday:  1 Corinthians 3:10-23 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid 

a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11For no one 

can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12Now if anyone builds on the founda-

tion with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13each one's work will become manifest, for the Day 

will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14If 

the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15If anyone's work is burned 

up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.  16Do you not know that you are 

God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For 

God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.  18Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he 

is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. 19For the wisdom of this world is folly with 

God. For it is written, "He catches the wise in their craftiness," 20and again, "The Lord knows the thoughts of the 

wise, that they are futile." 21So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, 22whether Paul or Apollos or 

Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23and you are Christ's, and Christ 

is God's. 
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 119:33-40  Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes; and I will keep it to the end.  34 

Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart.  35 Lead me in the path of 

your commandments, for I delight in it.  36 Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain!  37 Turn 

my eyes from looking at worthless things; and give me life in your ways.  38 Confirm to your servant your prom-

ise, that you may be feared.  39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, for your rules are good.  40 Behold, I long 

for your precepts; in your righteousness give me life! 
 

 

 

 



Thursday:  I Peter 3:8-17  Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, 

and a humble mind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this 

you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 10 For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let 

him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; 11 let him turn away from evil and do good; 

let him seek peace and pursue it.  12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to 

their prayer.  But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  13 Now who is there to harm you if you 

are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. 

Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being pre-

pared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentle-

ness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 

behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's 

will, than for doing evil.    

Friday (St. Matthias): Acts 1:15-26  In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of per-

sons was in all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 

beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For 

he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field 

with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed 

out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own lan-

guage Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his camp become 

desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and “‘Let another take his office.’  21 So one of the men who 

have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the 

baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a wit-

ness to his resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, 

and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these 

two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go 

to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the 

eleven apostles.  
 

Saturday: Matthew 16:21-28  From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 

and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 

raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall 

never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. 

For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”  24 Then Jesus told his dis-

ciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For 

whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it 

profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 

27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each 

person according to what he has done. 28 Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste 

death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
What sins should we confess? 

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s 

Prayer; but before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts. 
 

 G.  Verse for the Week:   

Matthew 5:43-44  "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your ene-

my.' 44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany: 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we may 

be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth”        LSB #834 

O God, O Lord of heaven and earth, Thy living finger never wrote  

That life should be an aimless mote, A deathward drift from futile birth. 

Thy Word meant life triumphant hurled, In splendor through Thy broken world, 

Since light awoke and life began, Thou hast desired Thy life for man. 
 

Our fatal will to equal Thee, Our rebel will wrought death and night.  

We seized and used in prideful spite Thy wondrous gift of liberty. 

We housed us in this house of doom, Where death had royal scope and room 

Until Thy servant, Prince of Peace, breached all its walls for our release. 
 

Thou camest to our hall of death, O Christ, to breathe our poisoned air,  

To drink for us the dark despair That strangled our reluctant breath. 

How beautiful the feet that trod The road that leads us back to God!  

How beautiful the feet that ran To bring the great good news to man! 
 

O Spirit, who didst once restore Thy church that it might be again  

The bringer of good news to men, Breathe on Thy cloven Church once more, 

That in these gray and latter days There may be those whose life is praise,  

Each life a high doxology To Father, Son and unto Thee. 


