
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  

For the Week of January 29, 2017 through February 4, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 5:1-12 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 

came to him.  2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:  3”Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven.  4”Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  5”Blessed are the meek, 

for they shall inherit the earth.  6”Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be sat-

isfied.  7”Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  8”Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 

God.  9”Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  10”Blessed are those who are perse-

cuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  11”Blessed are you when others revile you 

and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 

Monday: Micah 6:1-8 Hear what the Lord says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills 

hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for 

the Lord has an indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel.  3"O my people, what have I done 

to you?  How have I wearied you? Answer me!  4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you 

from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.  5O my people, remember what Ba-

lak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to 

Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord."  6"With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow my-

self before God on high?  Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  7Will the Lord 

be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my trans-

gression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?"  8He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the 

Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Tuesday:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discern-

ment of the discerning I will thwart."  20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 

of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 

did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who be-

lieve. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 

Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  

26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 

chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 

things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of 

God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord." 
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 15  O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent?  Who shall dwell on your holy hill?  2 He who 

walks blamelessly and does what is right and speaks truth in his heart; 3 who does not slander with his tongue and 

does no evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 4 in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 

but who honors those who fear the Lord; who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 5 who does not put out 

his money at interest and does not take a bribe against the innocent.  He who does these things shall never be 

moved. 
 

Thursday (Purification of Mary and Presentation of Our Lord):  Luke 2:22-32  22 And when the time 

came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to 

the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy 

to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, 

or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 



And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him ac-

cording to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,  29 “Lord, now 

you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 

31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory 

to your people Israel.”   

Friday: I Peter 4:12-19  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that 

you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you 

are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer 

or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but 

let him glorify God in that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it be-

gins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And “If the righteous 

is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”  19 Therefore let those who suffer accord-

ing to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.  
 

Saturday: Philippians 3:12-21  Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to 

make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it 

my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature 

think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold 

true to what we have attained.  17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk ac-

cording to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even 

with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they 

glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we 

await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by 

the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.  

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism:  Third 

How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things, along with the 

faith which trusts this word of God in the water.  For without God’s word the water is plain water and 

no Baptism.  But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a 

washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus chapter three:  “He saved us 

through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs 

having the hope of eternal life.  This is a trustworthy saying.” [Titus 3:5-8] 
 

 G.  Verse for the Week:   

Joshua 1:9   “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do 

not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany: 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand 

upright.  Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all tempta-

tions; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.   



I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
““Son of God, Eternal Savior”                LSB #842  

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory For Your own will ever plead: 

Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 
 

2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; Freely may Your servants give. 

Yours the gold and Yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty Held in solemn trust will be. 
 

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of Love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, Bid its cruel discords cease. 

By Your patient years of toiling, By Your silent hours of pain, 

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Stem our selfish greed of gain. 
 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race: 

By your praying, by Your willing, That Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition; Here on earth Your will be done. 

 


