
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany  

For the Week of January 22, 2017 through January 28, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 4:12-25 Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13And 

leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that 

what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  15"The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the 

way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great 

light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned."  17From that time 

Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  18While walking by the Sea of 

Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for 

they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." 20Immediately 

they left their nets and followed him. 21And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of 

Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 

22Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.  23And he went throughout all Galilee, teach-

ing in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction 

among the people. 24So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted 

with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 

25And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from be-

yond the Jordan.  
 

Monday: Isaiah 9:1-4 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the 

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.  3You have multiplied the nation; you 

have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the 

spoil.  4For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on 

the day of Midian. 
 

Tuesday (St. Timothy):  I Timothy 6:11-15 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteous-

ness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal 

life to which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony 

before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach 

until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed 

and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unap-

proachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
 

Wednesday (The Conversion of St. Paul):  Acts 9:1-22 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the 

disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if 

he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went 

on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the 

ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, 

Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told 

what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no 

one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the 

hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.  10 

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, 

“Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of 

Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named 

Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I 

have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he 

has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is 

a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I 



will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the 

house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by 

which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And imme-

diately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and 

taking food, he was strengthened.  For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he 

proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and 

said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not 

come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in 

strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ. 
 

Thursday (St. Titus):  Titus 1:1-9  Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the 

faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, 2 in hope of eternal life, 

which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began 3 and at the proper time manifested in his word 

through the preaching with which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior; 4 To Titus, my 

true child in a common faith:  Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.  5 This is 

why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as I 

directed you— 6 if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not 

open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. 7 For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above re-

proach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, 8 but hospita-

ble, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. 9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy 

word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who con-

tradict it .   

Friday: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judg-

ment. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 

12What I mean is that each one of you says, "I follow Paul," or "I follow Apollos," or "I follow Cephas," or "I 

follow Christ." 13Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one may say that you were 

baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I 

baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of 

eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  18For the word of the cross is folly to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  
 

Saturday: Psalm 27:1-9  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the strong-

hold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  2 When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and 

foes, it is they who stumble and fall.  3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though 

war arise against me, yet I will be confident.  4 One thing have I asked of the Lord,  that will I seek after: that I 

may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire 

in his temple.  5 For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of 

his tent;    he will lift me high upon a rock.  6 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all 

around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord.  7 

Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me!  8 You have said, “Seek my face.”  My 

heart says to you, “Your face, Lord, do I seek.”  9Hide not your face from me.  Turn not your servant away in 

anger, O you who have been my help.  Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation!  

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism:  Second 

What benefits does Baptism give? 

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who 

believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 



Which are these words and promises of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark:  “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, 

but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” [Mark 16:16] 
 

 G.  Verse for the Week:   

Psalm 27:1  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  he Lord is the stronghold 

of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany : 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of 

Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“O Christ, Our True and Only Light”               LSB #839  

1 O Christ, our true and only light, Enlighten those who sit in night; 

Let those afar now hear Your voice And in Your fold with us rejoice. 
 

2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace The souls now lost in error's maze; 

Enlighten those whose inmost minds Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 
 

3 O gently call those gone astray That they may find the saving way! 

Let ev'ry conscience sore oppressed In you find peace and heav'nly rest. 

 


