
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany  

For the Week of January 15, 2017 through January 21, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  John 1:19-28  And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusa-

lem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And 

they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 

“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say 

about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight[h] the way of the 

Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”  24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then 

why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I bap-

tize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose 

sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was bap-

tizing." 
 

Monday: John 1:29-42  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks before me, 

because he was before me.' 31I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that 

he might be revealed to Israel." 32And John bore witness: "I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and 

it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on 

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 34And I have seen and 

have borne witness that this is the Son of God."  35The next day again John was standing with two of his disci-

ples, 36and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" 37The two disciples heard 

him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, "What are you 

seeking?" And they said to him, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 39He said to them, 

"Come and you will see." So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it 

was about the tenth hour. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's 

brother. 41He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which means 

Christ). 42aHe brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "So you are Simon the son of John? You shall 

be called Cephas" (which means Peter). 
 

Tuesday:  Isaiah 49:1-7  Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar.  The Lord called 

me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name.  2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 

in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away.  3 And he said 

to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”  4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have 

spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with the Lord, and my recompense with my 

God.”  5 And now the Lord says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; 

and that Israel might be gathered to him—for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord, and my God has become my 

strength—6 he says:  “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to 

bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 

end of the earth.”  7 Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, ab-

horred by the nation, the servant of rulers:  “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate them-

selves; because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

Wednesday (The Confession of St. Peter):  Mark 8:27-35  And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages 

of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they told 

him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29 And he asked them, “But who 

do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30 And he strictly charged them to tell no one 

about him.  31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 

elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this plain-

ly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter 

and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 

man.” 
 

 



Thursday:  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our 

brother Sosthenes, 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 

saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord 

and ours:  3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  4I give thanks to my God 

always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were 

enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— 6even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among 

you— 7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you 

were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Friday: Psalm 40:1-11  I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry.  2 He drew me up 

from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.  3 He 

put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.  Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the 

Lord.  4 Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust, who does not turn to the proud, to those who go 

astray after a lie!  5 You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 

none can compare with you!  I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told.  6 In sacri-

fice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an open ear.  Burnt offering and sin offering 

you have not required.  7 Then I said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me:  8 I 

delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”  9 I have told the glad news of deliverance in 

the great congregation; behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O Lord.  10 I have not hidden your 

deliverance within my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; I have not concealed your 

steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great congregation.  11 As for you, O Lord, you will not restrain 

your mercy from me; your steadfast love and your faithfulness will ever preserve me! 
 

Saturday: Psalm 23 (KJV)   The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  2 He maketh me to lie down in 

green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 

righteousness for his name's sake.  4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  5 Thou preparest a table before me in the 

presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  6 Surely goodness and mer-

cy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.  

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism:  First 

What is Baptism? 

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and combined with 

God’s Word. 
 

Which is that word of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:  “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” [Matt. 28:19] 

 G.  Verse for the Week:   

Colossians 2:11-12  In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by 

putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, [12] having been buried with him in 

baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who 

raised him from the dead. 

 

 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany : 

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the 

prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who  lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“The Only Son from Heaven”                LSB #402  

1 The only Son from heaven, Foretold by ancient seers, 

By God the Father given, In human form appears. 

No sphere His light confining, No star so brightly shining 

As He, our Morning Star. 
 

2 O time of God appointed, O bright and holy morn! 

He comes, the King anointed, The Christ, the virgin-born, 

Grim death to vanquish for us, To open heav'n before us 

And bring us life again. 
 

3 O Lord, our hearts awaken To know and love You more, 

In faith to stand unshaken, In Spirit to adore, 

That we, through this world moving, Each glimpse of heaven proving, 

May reap its fullness there. 
 

4 O Father, here before You With God the Holy Ghost 

And Jesus, we adore You, O pride of angel host: 

Before You mortals lowly Cry, "Holy, holy, holy, 

O blessed Trinity!"  


