
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
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E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday (Baptism of our Lord):  Matthew 3:13–17  Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to 

be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 

consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens 

were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and be-

hold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

Monday:  Isaiah 42:1–7  Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have 

put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or 

make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he 

will faithfully bring forth justice.  He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the 

earth; and the coastlands wait for his law.  Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched 

them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to 

those who walk in it:  “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep 

you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring 

out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 

Tuesday: 1 Corinthians 1:26–31  For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 

worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 

world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and 

despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might 

boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and 

our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast 

in the Lord.” 
  

Wednesday:  Psalm 85  Lord, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.  You for-

gave the iniquity of your people; you covered all their sin.  You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your 

hot anger.  Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your indignation toward us!  Will you be 

angry with us forever?  Will you prolong your anger to all generations?  Will you not revive us again, that your 

people may rejoice in you?  Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.  Let me hear 

what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to 

folly.  Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land.  Steadfast love and 

faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other.  Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and right-

eousness looks down from the sky.  Yes, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.  

Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way. 
 

Thursday: Luke 2:41-52  Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was ended, as they 

were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but supposing him to 

be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and ac-

quaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three 

days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 

And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, 

they were astonished. And his mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I 

have been searching for you in great distress." 49 And he said to them, "Why were you looking for me? Did 

you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" 50 And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to 

them. 51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother 

treasured up all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with 

God and man. 
  



 

Friday:  Romans 12:1-5 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 

what is good and acceptable and perfect.  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 

measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not 

all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of an-

other. 
 

Saturday: 1 Kings 8:6–13  Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place in the inner 

sanctuary of the house, in the Most Holy Place, underneath the wings of the cherubim. For the cherubim spread 

out their wings over the place of the ark, so that the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles. And the poles 

were so long that the ends of the poles were seen from the Holy Place before the inner sanctuary; but they could 

not be seen from outside. And they are there to this day. There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets of 

stone that Moses put there at Horeb, where the Lord made a covenant with the people of Israel, when they came 

out of the land of Egypt. And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the Lord, 

so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of 

the Lord. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Third Petition 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
What does this mean? The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in 

this petition that it may be done among us also. 
 

How is God’s will done? God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the 

devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom 

come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die.  This is His good and 

gracious will. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Romans 12:1-2  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a liv-

ing sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 

God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.   

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Baptism of our Lord: 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son 

and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling 

as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the unem-



ployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for 

good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”          LSB #395 

1 “O Morning Star, how fair and bright!  You shine with God’s own truth and light, 

Aglow with grace and mercy! 

Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son, Our Lord and master, You have won 

Our hearts to serve You only! 

Lowly, holy!  Great and glorious, All victorious, Rich in blessing! 

Rule and might o’er all possessing! 
 

2 “Come, heavenly Bridegroom, Light divine, and deep within our hearts now shine; 

There light a flame undying! 

In Your one body let us be As living branches of a tree, 

Your life our lives supplying. 

Now, though daily Earth’s deep sadness May perplex us And distress us, 

Yet with heavenly joy You bless us. 
 

3 “Lord, when You look on us in love, At once there falls from God above 

A ray of purest pleasure. 

Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood Refresh our souls with heavenly food. 

You are our dearest treasure! 

Let Your mercy Warm and cheer us!  O draw near us!  For You teach us 

God’s own love through You has reached us. 
 

4 “Almighty Father, in Your Son You loved us when not yet begun 

Was this old earth’s foundation! 

Your Son has ransomed us in love To live in Him here and above; 

This is Your great salvation.   

Alleluia!  Christ the living, To us giving Life forever, 

Keeps us Yours and fails us never! 
 

5 “O let the harps break forth in sound!  Our joy be all with music crowned, 

Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— Today, tomorrow, every day! 

His love is never ending!  

Sing out!  Ring out!  Jubilation!  Exultation!  Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 


