
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

For the Week of May 28, 2017 through June 3, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  John 17:1-11 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 

"Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him author-

ity over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they know 

you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished 

the work that you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had 

with you before the world existed.  6"I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of 

the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that 

everything that you have given me is from you. 8For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they 

have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 

sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for 

they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11And I am no longer in 

the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which 

you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one." 
 

Monday:  Acts 1:12-26 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jeru-

salem a sabbath day's journey. 13And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where 

abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James 

the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. 14These all continued with one ac-

cord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.  15And 

in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about 

an hundred and twenty,) 16Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy 

Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. 17For 

he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. 18Now this man purchased a field with the 

reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. 19And 

it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Acel-

dama, that is to say, The field of blood. 20For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be deso-

late, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take. 21Wherefore of these men which have 

companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22Beginning from the baptism 

of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his 

resurrection. 23And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 

24And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two 

thou hast chosen, 25That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression 

fell, that he might go to his own place. 26And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he 

was numbered with the eleven apostles.    
 

Tuesday:  1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 

test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's suf-

ferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted for the name of 

Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15But let none of you suffer as 

a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 

ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; 

and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And "If the 

righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?"  19Therefore let those who suf-

fer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good…. 6Humble yourselves, 

therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7casting all your anxie-

ties on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same 



kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have suf-

fered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 

confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Wednesday (The Visitation): Luke 1:39-45 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, 

to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth 

heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and 

she exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And 

why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of 

your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that 

there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord." 
 

Thursday:  Psalm 68:1-10 God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered; and those who hate him shall flee 

before him! 2 As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive them away; as wax melts before fire, so the wicked 

shall perish before God! 3 But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult before God; they shall be jubilant 

with joy! 4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; his 

name is the LORD; exult before him! 5 Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy 

habitation. 6 God settles the solitary in a home; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but the rebellious 

dwell in a parched land. 7 O God, when you went out before your people, when you marched through the 

wilderness, Selah 8 the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain, before God, the One of Sinai, before 

God, the God of Israel. 9 Rain in abundance, O God, you shed abroad; you restored your inheritance as it lan-

guished; 10 your flock found a dwelling in it; in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy.  
  

Friday:  Ephesians 4:4-10 There is one body and one Spirit--just as you were called to the one hope that 

belongs to your call-- 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 

Therefore it says, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men." 9 (In say-

ing, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He 

who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 
 

Saturday (Pentecost Eve): John 14:15-21 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom 

the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you 

and will be in you. 18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world 

will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I 

am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 

who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to 

him." 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

To Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers 

The overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 

hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 1 

Tim. 3:2–4 

He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the dev-
il. 1 Tim. 3:6 

He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by 
sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. Titus 1:9 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

I Peter 5:6-7  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he 

may exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Seventh Sunday of Easter: 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without con-

solation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father, for You live and reign 

with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Christ is the World’s Redeemer”             LSB #539  

1 Christ is the world’s Redeemer, The lover of the pure, 

The fount of heav'nly wisdom, Our trust and hope secure, 

The armor of His soldiers, The Lord of earth and sky; 

Our health while we are living, Our life when we shall die. 
 

2 Christ has our host surrounded With clouds of martyrs bright, 

Who wave their palms in triumph And fire us for the fight. 

This Christ the cross ascended To save a world undone, 

And, suff'ring for the sinful, Our full redemption won. 

 


