
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

For the Week of May 14, 2017 through May 20, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Proverbs 31:25-31 Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. 26 

She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 27 She looks well to the 

ways of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. 28 Her children rise up and call her blessed; her 

husband also, and he praises her: 29 "Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all." 30 

Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 31 Give her of the 

fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates. 
 

Monday:  John 14:1-14  "Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Fa-

ther's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 

3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you 

may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going." 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would have known my Fa-

ther also. From now on you do know him and have seen him."  8Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, 

and it is enough for us." 9Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, 

Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10Do you not be-

lieve that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 

authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Fa-

ther is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.  12"Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever be-

lieves in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to 

the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If 

you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 
 

Tuesday:  Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a com-

plaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily 

distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, "It is not right that we 

should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you 

seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will 

devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word." 5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, 

and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, 

and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they 

prayed and laid their hands on them.  7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 

disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.  8And 

Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9Then some of those 

who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexan-

drians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen…..2aAnd Stephen said: 

"Brothers and fathers, hear me….51"You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always 

resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? 

And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now 

betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it."  54Now 

when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy 

Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he 

said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." 57But they 

cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the 

city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60And falling to his knees 

he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he had said this, he fell 



asleep. 
 

Wednesday: Psalm 146:1 Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 2 I will praise the LORD as long as 

I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 3 Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in 

whom there is no salvation. 4 When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish. 

5 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, 6 who made heaven and 

earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; 7 who executes justice for the oppressed, who 

gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free; 8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD 

lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 9 The LORD watches over the sojourners; he 

upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 10 The LORD will reign for-

ever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 
 

Thursday:  Matthew 28:16-20 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and 

said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 

them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 
  

Friday:  1 Peter 2:2-10 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 

salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by 

men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

6For it stands in Scripture:  "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and 

whoever believes in him will not be put to shame."  7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who 

do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone," 8and "A stone of stumbling, 

and a rock of offense."  They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  9But you 

are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim 

the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a peo-

ple, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

Saturday: Hebrews 10:19-25 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 

blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his 

flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 

water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as 

is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

How the head of the family should teach his household to pray morning and evening 

Evening Prayer 

In the evening when you go to bed, make the sign of the holy cross and say: 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you choose, you may also say this 

little prayer:    I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 
graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, 

and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands, I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
Then go to sleep at once and in good cheer. 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father  

except through me. 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter: 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what you 

have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our 

hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“At the Lamb’s High Feast”              LSB #633  

1 At the Lamb's high feast we sing Praise to our victorious King, 

Who has washed us in the tide Flowing from His piercèd side. Alleluia! 
 

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine Gives His sacred blood for wine, 

Gives His Body for the feast--Christ the victim, Christ the priest.  Alleluia! 
 

6 Now no more can death appall, Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, And Your saints in You shall rise.  Alleluia! 
 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!  This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin's pow'r, Lord, set us free, Newborn souls in You to be.  Alleluia! 


