
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Third Sunday in Advent 

For the Week of December 11, 2016 through December 17, 2016 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 11:2-15 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?" 4And Jesus an-

swered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers 

are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And 

blessed is the one who is not offended by me."  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds con-

cerning John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you 

go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. 9What 

then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is writ-

ten, " 'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.'  11Truly, I say to 

you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least 

in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 

heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied 

until John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear." 
 

Monday: Isaiah 35:1-10 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like 

the crocus; 2it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glory of Lebanon shall be given 

to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.  

3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  4Say to those who have an anxious heart, "Be 

strong; fear not!  Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God.  He will come and 

save you."  5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then shall the lame 

man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.  For waters break forth in the wilderness, and 

streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt 

of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  And a highway shall be there, and it 

shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it.  It shall belong to those who walk on the 

way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.  9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come 

up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  10And the ransomed of the Lord shall 

return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and 

joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  
 

Tuesday:  James 5:7-11 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits 

for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, 

be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, 

brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering 

and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those 

blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of 

the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.  
 

Wednesday: Psalm 146  Praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD, O my soul!  [2] I will praise the LORD as long 

as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.  [3] Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, 

in whom there is no salvation.  [4] When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans 

perish.  [5] Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, [6] who made 

heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; [7] who executes justice for the op-

pressed, who gives food to the hungry.  The LORD sets the prisoners free; [8] the LORD opens the eyes of the 

blind.  The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.  [9] The LORD watches 

over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.   

[10] The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations.  Praise the LORD!  
 

Thursday:  Jeremiah 23:5-8  “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and  



righteousness in the land. [6] In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the 

name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’  [7] “Therefore, behold, the days are com-

ing, declares the LORD, when they shall no longer say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of 

Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ [8] but ‘As the LORD lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house 

of Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ Then they shall dwell 

in their own land.”  
 

Friday: Luke 1:57-66  Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. [58] And her neigh-

bors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. [59] And on 

the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 

[60] but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” [61] And they said to her, “None of your relatives 

is called by this name.” [62] And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 

[63] And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. [64] And imme-

diately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. [65] And fear came on all 

their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, [66] and all who 

heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was 

with him. 
 

Saturday: Luke 1:67-80  And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 

[68] “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people [69] and has raised up a 

horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, [70] as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets 

from of old, [71] that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; [72] to show 

the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, [73] the oath that he swore to our father 

Abraham, to grant us [74] that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without 

fear, [75] in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  [76] And you, child, will be called the proph-

et of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, [77] to give knowledge of salvation 

to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, [78] because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise 

shall visit us from on high [79] to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,  to 

guide our feet into the way of peace.”  [80] And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the 

wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel.  

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Lord’s Prayer:  The Fourth Petition 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
 

What does this mean?  God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil 

people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread 

with thanksgiving. 
 

What is meant by daily bread?  Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and 

needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a 

devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, 

good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the 

like  

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Isaiah 40:3  A voice cries:  “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the de-

sert a highway for our God. 

 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Third Sunday in Advent: 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by 

Your gracious visitation for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”               LSB #345 
 

1 1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!  "Christ is near," we hear it say. 

"Cast away the works of darkness, All you children of the day!" 
 

2 Startled at the solemn warning, Let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, Shines upon the morning skies. 
 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, Comes with pardon down from heav'n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv'n; 
 

4 So, when next He comes in glory And the world is wrapped in fear, 

He will shield us with His mercy And with words of love draw near. 
 

5 Honor, glory, might, dominion to the Father and the Son 

With the ever-living Spirit While eternal ages run! 

 


