
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The First Sunday in Advent 

For the Week of November 27, 2016 through December 3, 2016 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 24:36-44  “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, 

nor the Son, but the Father only. [37] For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

[38] For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 

the day when Noah entered the ark, [39] and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, 

so will be the coming of the Son of Man. [40] Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 

[41] Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. [42] Therefore, stay awake, for you 

do not know on what day your Lord is coming. [43] But know this, that if the master of the house had known in 

what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 

broken into. [44] Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
 

Monday: Isaiah 2:1-5 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  [2] It shall 

come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of 

the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, [3] and many peoples 

shall come, and say:  “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that 

he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”  For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 

word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  [4] He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many 

peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not 

lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.  [5] O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in 

the light of the LORD.  
 

Tuesday :  Romans 13:8-14  Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another 

has fulfilled the law. [9] For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You 

shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.” [10] Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  

[11] Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer 

to us now than when we first believed. [12] The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the 

works of darkness and put on the armor of light. [13] Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. [14] But put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Wednesday (St. Andrew, Apostle): John 1:35-42  The next day again John was standing with two of his disci-

ples, [36] and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” [37] The two disciples 

heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. [38] Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What 

are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” [39] He said 

to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that 

day, for it was about the tenth hour. [40] One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, 

Simon Peter's brother. [41] He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messi-

ah” (which means Christ). [42] He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son 

of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).  
 

Thursday:  Psalm 122  I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”  [2] Our 

feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!  [3] Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly 

together, [4] to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the 

name of the LORD.  [5] There thrones for judgment were set, the thrones of the house of David.  [6] Pray for 

the peace of Jerusalem!  “May they be secure who love you!  [7] Peace be within your walls and security 

within your towers!”  [8] For my brothers and companions' sake I will say, “Peace be within you!”  [9] For 

the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your good. 
 

Friday: Matthew 25:1-13  “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. [2] Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. [3] For when the foolish 

took their lamps, they took no oil with them, [4] but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. [5] As the 



bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. [6] But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ [7] Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. [8] And the 

foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ [9] But the wise answered, 

saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for your-

selves.’ [10] And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with 

him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. [11] Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, 

lord, open to us.’ [12] But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ [13] Watch therefore, for you 

know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 

Saturday: Matthew 25:14-30  “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and en-

trusted to them his property. [15] To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according 

to his ability. Then he went away. [16] He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with 

them, and he made five talents more. [17] So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. [18] But 

he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. [19] Now after a 

long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. [20] And he who had received the 

five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I 

have made five talents more.’ [21] His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 

been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ [22] And he also who 

had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two 

talents more.’ [23] His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over 

a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ [24] He also who had received the one 

talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gath-

ering where you scattered no seed, [25] so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you 

have what is yours.’ [26] But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I 

reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? [27] Then you ought to have invested my 

money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. [28] So 

take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. [29] For to everyone who has will more be 

given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 

[30] And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth.” 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Lord’s Prayer:  The The Second Petition 

Thy kingdom come. 
 

What does this mean?  The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray 

in this petition that it may come to us also.   
 

How does God’s kingdom come?  God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy 

Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in 

eternity. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Revelation 22:20  He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, 

Lord Jesus! 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the First Sunday in Advent: 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threaten-

ing perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father 



and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Savior of the Nations, Come”                LSB #332  

"Savior of the nations, come, Virgin's Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth/ 
 

Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh-- Woman's offspring, pure and fresh. 
 

Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this was shown: God was there upon His throne. 
 

Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and kingly hall; 

God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began. 
 

God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown. 
 

For You are the Father's Son Who in flesh the vic'try won. 

By Your mighty pow'r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul. 
 

From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides. 
 

Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity." 

 


