
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Third Sunday in Advent 

For the Week of December 16, 2018 through December 22, 2018 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 7:18-28  18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of 

his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for an-

other?” 20And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are 

you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’ ” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases 

and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go 

and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, 

and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the 

one who is not offended by me.” 24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then 

did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and 

live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 

than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written, “ ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will 

prepare your way before you.’28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one 

who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
 

Monday:  Zephaniah 3:14-20  14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with 

all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; he has 

cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil.  

16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak.  17The 

LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he 

will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.  18I will gather those of you who 

mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach.  19Behold, at that time I will deal with all 

your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise 

and renown in all the earth.  20At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I 

will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes be-

fore your eyes,” says the LORD. 
 

Tuesday:  Philippians 4:4-7  4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonable-

ness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 85  [1] LORD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.  

[2] You forgave the iniquity of your people;  you covered all their sin. Selah [3] You withdrew all your 

wrath; you turned from your hot anger.  [4] Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your 

indignation toward us!  [5] Will you be angry with us forever?  Will you prolong your anger to all genera-

tions?  [6] Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?  [7] Show us your steadfast 

love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation.  [8] Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will 

speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly.  [9] Surely his salvation is near 

to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land.  [10] Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; right-

eousness and peace kiss each other.  [11] Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks 

down from the sky.  [12] Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.  

[13] Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way. 
 

Thursday:  1 Peter 2:4-10  [4] As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 

chosen and precious, [5] you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 



holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. [6] For it stands in Scrip-

ture:  “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him 

will not be put to shame.”  [7] So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The 

stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”  [8] and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of 

offense.”  They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  [9] But you are a cho-

sen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excel-

lencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. [10] Once you were not a people, but 

now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

Friday:  Isaiah 35 [1] The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;  the desert shall rejoice and blossom 

like the crocus; [2] it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glory of Lebanon shall 

be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our 

God.  [3] Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  [4] Say to those who have an anxious 

heart, “Be strong; fear not!  Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God.  He 

will come and save you.”  [5] Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

[6] then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.  For waters break forth 

in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; [7] the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground 

springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  

[8] And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over 

it.  It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.  [9] No lion 

shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed 

shall walk there.  10] And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting 

joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Saturday: Hebrews 12:1-2 [1] Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 

also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us, [2] looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Lord’s Prayer  The Introduction 

Our Father who art in heaven. 

What does this mean? With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father 

and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear 

children ask their dear father. 
 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Romans 5:11  More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have now received reconciliation. 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the week of the Third Sunday in Advent: 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by 

Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen 



I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”              LSB #345  

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!  "Christ is near," we hear it say.  

"Cast away the works of darkness,  All you children of the day!" 
 

Startled at the solemn warning, Let the earthbound soul arise;  

Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, Shines upon the morning skies. 
 

See, the Lamb, so long expected, Comes with pardon down from heav'n.  

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv'n. 
 

So, when next he comes in glory And the world is wrapped in fear,  

He will shield us with his mercy And with words of love draw near. 
 

Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son 

With the everliving Spirit While eternal ages run! 


