
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The First Sunday in Advent 

For the Week of December 2, 2018 through December 8, 2018 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.   Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 21:25-36  25“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of 

nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with 

foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then they 

will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to 

take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”  

29And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30As soon as they come out in leaf, you 

see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking 

place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away 

until all has taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  

34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this 

life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of 

the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things 

that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

Monday:  Jeremiah 33:14-16  14“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the 

promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In 

those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be 

called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 
 

Tuesday:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  9For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that 

we feel for your sake before our God, 10as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to 

face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 11Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, 

direct our way to you, 12and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 

as we do for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 25:1-10  [1] To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.  [2] O my God, in you I trust; let me 

not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me.  [3] Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to 

shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.  [4] Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

teach me your paths.  [5] Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you 

I wait all the day long.  [6] Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, for they have been 

from of old.  [7] Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love 

remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!  [8] Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he 

instructs sinners in the way.  [9] He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.  

[10] All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his 

testimonies. 
 

Thursday:  Psalm 100 [1] Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!  [2] Serve the LORD with glad-

ness!  Come into his presence with singing!  [3] Know that the LORD, he is God!  It is he who made us, 

and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  [4] Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and 

his courts with praise!  Give thanks to him; bless his name!  [5] For the LORD is good;  his steadfast love 

endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 

Friday:  Luke 17:11-19  [11] On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 

[12] And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance [13] and lifted up their 

voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” [14] When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show 



yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. [15] Then one of them, when he saw that he 

was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; [16] and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him 

thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. [17] Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 

[18] Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” [19] And he said to him, 

“Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 

Saturday: 1 Corinthians 15:50-58  [50] I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 

of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. [51] Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all 

sleep, but we shall all be changed, [52] in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 

trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. [53] For this perisha-

ble body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. [54] When the perisha-

ble puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is 

written:   

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”   

[55] “O death, where is your victory?   

O death, where is your sting?”   

[56] The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. [57] But thanks be to God, who gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  [58] Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Third Article of the Creed: Sanctification 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the res-

urrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 

come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and 

kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 

church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly 

forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give 

eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Philippians 4:6  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the week of the First Sunday in Advent: 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threaten-

ing perils of our sins and be saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 



Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Savior of the Nations, Come”               LSB #332  

 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin's Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh -- 

Woman's offspring pure and fresh. 

 


