
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

Holy Week 

For the Week of April 14, 2019 through April 20, 2019 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  John 12:12-19 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming 

to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, "Hosanna! Blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" 14And Jesus found a young donkey and 

sat on it, just as it is written,  15"Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's 

colt!"  16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remem-

bered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17The crowd that had been with 

him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The 

reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to 

one another, "You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him." 
 

Monday:  Matthew 21:12-17  And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the 

temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. [13] He 

said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of rob-

bers.”  [14] And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. [15] But when the 

chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the temple, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, [16] and they said to him, “Do you hear what these are 

saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, “‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies 

you have prepared praise’?”  [17] And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there. 
 

Tuesday:  Matthew 22:15-16a, 17-33  Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his 

words. [16] And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “... [17] Tell us, then, what 

you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” [18] But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put 

me to the test, you hypocrites? [19] Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 

[20] And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” [21] They said, “Caesar's.” Then he 

said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are 

God's.” [22] When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.  [23] The same day Saddu-

cees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection, and they asked him a question, [24] saying, “Teacher, 

Moses said, ‘If a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his 

brother.’ [25] Now there were seven brothers among us. The first married and died, and having no offspring 

left his wife to his brother. [26] So too the second and third, down to the seventh. [27] After them all, the 

woman died. [28] In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they all had 

her.”  [29] But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power 

of God. [30] For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heav-

en. [31] And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God: [32] ‘I am 

the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the liv-

ing.” [33] And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching. 
 

Wednesday Jeremiah 31:31-34  “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, [32] not like the covenant that I made with their 

fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. [33] For this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. [34] And no longer shall each one teach his 

neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them 

to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”  
 

Thursday:  Matthew 26:19-29  [19] And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared 

the Passover.  [20] When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. [21] And as they were eating, 



he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” [22] And they were very sorrowful and began to say 

to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” [23] He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me 

will betray me. [24] The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of 

Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” [25] Judas, who would 

betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.”  [26] Now as they were eating, 

Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my 

body.” [27] And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of 

you, [28] for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

[29] I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 

Father's kingdom.” 
  

Friday:  John 19:17-30  and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, 

which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. [18] There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either 

side, and Jesus between them. [19] Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of 

Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” [20] Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was 

crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. [21] So the chief priests of 

the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the 

Jews.’” [22] Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”  [23] When the soldiers had crucified 

Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But 

the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, [24] so they said to one another, “Let us not 

tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided 

my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.”  So the soldiers did these things, [25] but 

standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. [26] When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his 

mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” [27] Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from 

that hour the disciple took her to his own home.  [28] After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, 

said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” [29] A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of 

the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. [30] When Jesus had received the sour wine, he 

said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  
 

Saturday: Isaiah 53:4-10  Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him 

stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  [5] But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 

iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.  [6] All 

we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 

him the iniquity of us all.  [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 

lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.  

[8] By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was 

cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people?  [9] And they made his grave 

with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit 

in his mouth. [10] Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul 

makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall 

prosper in his hand.  
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

Confession 
What is the Office of the Keys?        The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given 

to His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the unre-

pentant as long as they do not repent. 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

1 Corinthians 1:18  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 
 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for Holy Week: 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself 

our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of 

His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”               LSB #450   

1.  O sacred Head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded With thorns, Thine only crown. 

O sacred Head, what glory, What bliss, till now was Thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine. 
 

5.  What language shall I borrow To thank Thee, dearest Friend, 

For this, Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever!  And should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never, Outlive my love for Thee. 


