
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

For the Week of March 31, 2019 through April 6, 2019 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 15:1-3,11-32 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2And the 

Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them 

this parable: …11And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said to his 

father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between 

them. 13Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and 

there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, a severe famine 

arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of 

that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the 

pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.  17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 

hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, 

and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his father. But while 

he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed 

him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy 

to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, 

and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to cele-

brate.  25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and 

dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your 

brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 

sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29but he answered 

his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never 

gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came, who has 

devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, 

you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your 

brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’ ” 
 

Monday:  Isaiah 12:1-6 You will say in that day:  “I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were 

angry with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me.  2“Behold, God is my salvation; I will 

trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salva-

tion.”  3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day:  “Give 

thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is 

exalted.  5“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth.  

6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
 

Tuesday:  2 Corinthians 5:16-21 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even 

though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone 

is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, 

who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ 

God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 

message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 

no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.   
 

Wednesday Psalm 32  Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  [2] Blessed 

is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  [3] For when I 

kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  [4] For day and night your hand was 

heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.  [5] I acknowledged my sin to you, and I 



did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”  and you forgave the iniquity 

of my sin.  [6] Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely 

in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.  [7] You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from 

trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance.  [8] I will instruct you and teach you in the way you 

should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you.  [9] Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 

which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near you.  [10] Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 

but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD.  [11] Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O right-

eous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!   
 

Thursday:  Galatians 3:23-29  Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned un-

til the coming faith would be revealed. [24] So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that 

we might be justified by faith. [25] But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, [26] for 

in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. [27] For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ. [28] There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. [29] And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, 

heirs according to promise. 
 

Friday:  Matthew 16:21-28  From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 

and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 

raised. [22] And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall 

never happen to you.” [23] But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to 

me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”  [24] Then Jesus told 

his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

[25] For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. [26] For 

what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return 

for his soul? [27] For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 

will repay each person according to what he has done. [28] Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here 

who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

Saturday: Deuteronomy 8:1-10  “The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful 

to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to give to your 

fathers. [2] And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in 

the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would 

keep his commandments or not. [3] And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which 

you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread 

alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. [4] Your clothing did not wear 

out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. [5] Know then in your heart that, as a man disci-

plines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. [6] So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD 

your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. [7] For the LORD your God is bringing you into a 

good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, [8] a land 

of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, [9] a land in 

which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and 

out of whose hills you can dig copper. [10] And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your 

God for the good land he has given you. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

What sins should we confess? 

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s 

Prayer; but before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts.  



G.  Verse for the Week:   

Ephesians 6:10-11  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.11 Put on the whole 

armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.  
 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the week of the Fourth Sunday in Lent: 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve 

only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. 

Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, 

and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“God Loved the World, so That He Gave”              LSB #571   

1 God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive. 
 

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone. 
 

3 God would not have the sinner die, His Son with saving grace is nigh; 

His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven's heirs. 


