
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Baptism of Our Lord/First Sunday after the Epiphany 

For the Week of January 13, 2019 through January 19, 2019 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 3:15–22  As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concern-

ing John, whether he might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he 

who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather 

the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So with many other exhortations 

he preached good news to the people. But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his 

brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, added this to them all, that he locked up John in 

prison.  Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 

heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came 

from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

Monday:  Romans 6:1-11  What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?  By 

no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been bap-

tized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life.  For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 

him in a resurrection like his.  We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of 

sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  For one who has died has 

been set free from sin.  Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  We 

know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 

him.  For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.  So you also 

must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Tuesday:  Isaiah 43:1-7  1 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 

O Israel: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.  When you pass 

through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk 

through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  For I am the LORD your God, the 

Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you.  Because 

you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you, I give men in return for you, peoples in exchange 

for your life.  Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will 

gather you.  I will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar 

and my daughters from the end of the earth,  everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glo-

ry, whom I formed and made." 
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 29  1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and 

strength.  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of holi-

ness.  The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over many wa-

ters.  The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.  The voice of the 

LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.  He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 

and Sirion like a young wild ox. The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.  The voice of the 

LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  The voice of the LORD 

makes the deer give birth and strips the forests bare, and in his temple all cry, "Glory!"  The LORD sits 

enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever.  May the LORD give strength to his 

people! May the LORD bless his people with peace! 
 

Thursday:  Acts 4:8–13  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 

elders, if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this 

man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus 



Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing be-

fore you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the corner-

stone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 

which we must be saved.” Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 

uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 
 

Friday:  (The Confession of St. Peter)  Mark 8:27—9:1  And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villag-

es of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they 

told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But 

who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell no 

one about him.  And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 

the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.  And he said this 

plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked 

Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 

things of man.”  And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone would come 

after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever would save his life will lose 

it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.  For what does it profit a man to gain 

the whole world and forfeit his life?  For what can a man give in return for his life?  For whoever is ashamed 

of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed 

when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, 

there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come 

with power.” 
 

Saturday:  2 Peter 1:1–11 
1Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing 

with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:  May grace and peace be multiplied to 

you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.  His divine power has granted to us all things that per-

tain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,  by 

which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become par-

takers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful de-

sire. For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 

knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with god-

liness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities are 

yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was 

cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election 

sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for 

you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Fourth Petition 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

What does this mean?  God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without out prayers, even to all 

evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily 

bread with thanksgiving. 
 

What is meant by daily bread?  Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and 
needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout 



husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weath-

er, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Luke  3:21-22  Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a 

voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Baptism of Our Lord: 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and 

anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your 

children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord”              LSB #406  
1. To Jordan came the Christ, our Lord, To do his Father's pleasure; 

Baptized by John, the Father's Word Was given us to treasure. 

This heavenly washing now shall be A cleansing from transgression 

And by His blood and agony Release from death's oppression. A new life now awaits us. 

2. Oh, hear and mark the message well, For God himself has spoken. 

Let faith, not doubt, among us dwell And so receive this token. 

Our Lord here with his Word endows Pure water, freely flowing. 

God's Holy Spirit here avows Our kinship while bestowing The baptism of His blessing. 

 


