
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Epiphany of Our Lord 

For the Week of January 6, 2019 through January 12, 2019 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 2:1-12  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? 

For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was 

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he in-

quired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by 

the prophet:  “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ Then Herod summoned the wise men 

secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come 

and worship him.”  After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen 

when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.  When they saw the 

star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his 

mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 

frankincense and myrrh.  And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own 

country by another way. 
 

Monday:  Ephesians 3:1-12  For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles--

 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, how the 

mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly.  When you read this, you can per-

ceive my insight into the mystery of Christ,  which was not made known to the sons of men in other gener-

ations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.  This mystery is that the 

Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through 

the gospel.  Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given 

me by the working of his power.  To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was giv-

en, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the 

plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, so that through the church the manifold 

wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This 

was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have bold-

ness and access with confidence through our faith in him.  
 

Tuesday:  Isaiah 60:1-6  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon 

you.  For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon 

you, and his glory will be seen upon you.  And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 

your rising.  Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall 

come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.  Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 

shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall 

come to you.  A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from 

Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the 

LORD. 
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 72  Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son!  May 

he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice!  Let the mountains bear prosperity for 

the people, and the hills, in righteousness!  May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliver-

ance to the children of the needy, and crush the oppressor!  May they fear you while the sun endures, and as 

long as the moon, throughout all generations!  May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers 

that water the earth!  In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no 



more!  May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth!  May desert 

tribes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust!  May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands 

render him tribute; may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts!  May all kings fall down before him, all na-

tions serve him!  For he delivers the needy when he calls, the poor and him who has no helper.  He has pity on 

the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy.  From oppression and violence he redeems their life, 

and precious is their blood in his sight.  Long may he live; may gold of Sheba be given to him! May prayer be 

made for him continually, and blessings invoked for him all the day!  
 

Thursday:  Luke 2:40-52  And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God 

was upon him.  Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when he was 

twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the 

boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the group they 

went a day's journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, and when 

they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. After three days they found him in the tem-

ple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were 

amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his 

mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in 

great distress." And he said to them, "Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father's house?" And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. And he went down with them 

and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.  

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
 

Friday:  Psalm 119:97-104  Oh how I love your law!  It is my meditation all the day.  Your commandment 

makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me.  I have more understanding than all my teachers, for 

your testimonies are my meditation.  I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts.  I hold back 

my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your word.  I do not turn aside from your rules, for you have 

taught me.  How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  Through your precepts 

I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. 
 

Saturday: Romans 12:1-8  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 

as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will 

of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 

not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according 

to the measure of faith that God has assigned.  For as in one body we have many members, and the members 

do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one 

of another.  Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in propor-

tion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his 

exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of 

mercy, with cheerfulness. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Third Petition 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

What does this mean? The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we 

pray in this petition that it may be done among us also. 

How is God’s will done? God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose 

of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His 



kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die. 

This is His good and gracious will. 
 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Isaiah 55:1 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, 

buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Epiphany of our Lord 

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who 

know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”              LSB #395 
1. O Morning Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s own truth and light, 

Aglow with grace and mercy! Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son, Our Lord and master,  

You have won Our hearts to serve You only! Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, All victorious,  

Rich in blessing! Rule and might o’er all possessing!  

 

2. Come, heavenly Bridegroom, Light divine, and deep within our hearts now shine; 

There light a flame undying! In Your one body let us be As living branches of a tree,  

Your life our lives supplying. Now, though daily Earth’s deep sadness May perplex us  

And distress us, Yet with heavenly joy You bless us.  


