
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Twentieth Sunday After Trinity 

For the Week of October 14 through October 20, 2018 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 22:1–14  Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited 

to the wedding feast, but they would not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invit-

ed, See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is 

ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his 

business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and 

he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wed-

ding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wed-

ding feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, 

both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.  “But when the king came in to look at the 

guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 

without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 

and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For 

many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 

Monday:  Ephesians 5:15–21  Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best 

use of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 

Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart, 

giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to 

one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 

Tuesday:  Isaiah 55:1–9  “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, 

buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for 

that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is 

good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and 

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. Behold, I made him a witness 

to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 

and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, and of the Holy One of 

Israel, for he has glorified you. “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the 

wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have 

compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 

ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 27:1–9  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 

stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries 

and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though 

war arise against me, yet I will be confident. One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I 

may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire 

in his temple. For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his 

tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, 

and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord. Hear, 

O Lord, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to 

you, “Your face, Lord, do I seek.” Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, O you 

who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation!  
 

Thursday (St. Luke, Evangelist):  Luke 10:1–9  After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent 

them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go. And he said 



to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the har-

vest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst 

of wolves. Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you 

enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if 

not, it will return to you. And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the la-

borer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, 

eat what is set before you. Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’”  

 

Friday:  2 Timothy 4:5–18  As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evan-

gelist, fulfill your ministry.  For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my depar-

ture has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there 

is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that 

Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.  Do your best to come to me soon. For 

Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to 

Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to 

me for ministry. Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at 

Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord 

will repay him according to his deeds. Beware of him yourself, for he strongly opposed our message. At my 

first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged against them! But the 

Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all 

the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil 

deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Saturday:  Matthew 21:33–44  [Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who 

planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to ten-

ants, and went into another country. When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants 

to get his fruit. And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he 

sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. Finally he sent his son to them, say-

ing, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. 

Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and 

killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to 

him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give 

him the fruits in their seasons.”  Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:  “‘The stone that 

the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its 

fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush 

him.” 

F. Catechism Reading for the Week 

The Seventh and Eighth Commandment   
You shall not steal. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or posses-

sions, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray 

him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the 

kindest way. 

 



G. Verse for the Week:   
Isaiah 55:8-9  “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For 

as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.”  
 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for The Twentieth Sunday After Trinity 
O Lord, grant to Your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be cleansed from all their sins and serve 

You with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the unem-

ployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for 

good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our com-

munities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J. Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week  
“We Are Called to Stand Together”                                                                          LSB #828 

1. We are called to stand together With the saints of ages past, With the patriarchs and prophets  

In the faith they once held fast; Promises and hopes they treasured Now we find fulfilled at last! 

2. Those whom Jesus called apostles Journeyed with Him side by side, Heard His teaching, felt His power, 

Saw the way He lived and died; Then the news of resurrection They delivered far and wide. 

3. Through the intervening ages Round the world the Gospel spread: Faithful heralds took the message,  

Guided where the Spirit led; So the body grew in stature, Serving Christ, the living head. 

4. Now in many tongues and cultures Songs of celebration ring; Millions who confess our Savior  

Honor Him as Lord and King  And, for courage, grace and guidance Ev’ry day their prayers they bring. 

5. To each coming generation tell the truth, persuade explain, Till the time when time is ended,  

Till the Savior comes again—Till the saints are all united Under Christ’s eternal reign! 


