
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 
Third Sunday of Easter (Misericordias Domini) 

For the Week of April 15 through April 21, 2018 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  John 10:11–16  I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who 

is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 

flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for 

the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must 

bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
 

 

Monday:  1 Peter 2:21–25  For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 

an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 

When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 

himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 

live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now 

returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
 

 

Tuesday:  Ezekiel 34:11–16  “For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and 

will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so 

will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of 

clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and 

will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all 

the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel 

shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed 

on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 

declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and 

I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 
 

 

Wednesday:  Psalm 23 (KJV)  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green 

pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteous-

ness for his name's sake.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 

thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 

mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 

me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 

 

Thursday:  1 John 3:16–24  By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down 

our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 

against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and 

in truth.  By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; for whenever our 

heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our heart does not con-

demn us, we have confidence before God; and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his 

commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son 

Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. Whoever keeps his commandments abides in 

him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 
 

 

Friday:  Revelation 7:9–17  After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs 

to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne and 

around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 

God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to 



our God forever and ever! Amen.”  Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in 

white robes, and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are 

the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb.  “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who 

sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.  They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the 

sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat.  For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 

and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

 

Saturday:  Hebrews 13:20–21  Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you 

may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week 
Where is this written?  (Regarding The Office of the Keys)  This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in 

chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive any-

one his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 20:22–23) 
 

G.  Verse for the Week:  Psalm 23:1-3 (KJV) 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside 

the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.   

 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for Third Sunday of Easter (Misericordias Domini) 
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, res-

cued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen   

 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the unem-

ployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for 

good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured and 

oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our com-

munities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church work-

ers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed 

sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dying. 



Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”           LSB #709 
 

1 The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never.  

I nothing lack if I am his, and he is mine forever. 
 

2 Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth;  

and where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth. 
 

3 Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me;  

and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill, with thee, dear Lord, beside me;  

thy rod and staff my comfort still, thy cross before to guide me. 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; thy unction grace bestoweth;  

and oh, what transport of delight from thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

6 And so through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never;  

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever. 


