
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Seventeenth Sunday After Trinity 

For the Week of September 23 through September 29, 2018 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 14:1–11  One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they 

were watching him carefully. And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. And Jesus responded 

to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” But they remained silent. 

Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. And he said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an 

ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” And they could not reply 

to these things.  Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places 

of honor, saying to them, “When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of 

honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, and he who invited you both will come 

and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. 

But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, 

‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you. For every-

one who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  

 

 

Monday:  Ephesians 4:1–6  I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the 

calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one anoth-

er in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—

just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 

and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
 

 

Tuesday:  Proverbs 25:6–14  Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the 

great, for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. What your 

eyes have seen do not hastily bring into court, for what will you do in the end, when your neighbor puts you to 

shame? Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal another’s secret, lest he who hears you 

bring shame upon you, and your ill repute have no end. A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting 

of silver. Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold is a wise reprover to a listening ear. Like the cold of snow in 

the time of harvest is a faithful messenger to those who send him; he refreshes the soul of his masters. Like 

clouds and wind without rain is a man who boasts of a gift he does not give.   

 

 

Wednesday: Psalm 2  Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth 

set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his anointed, say-

ing, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” He who sits in the heavens 

laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in 

his fury, saying, “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” I will tell of the decree: 

The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the 

nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall break them with a rod of 

iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. ”Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O 

rulers of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be an-

gry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessèd are all who take refuge in 

him.   

 

Thursday:  Daniel 10:10–14; 12:1–3  And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and 

knees. And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that I speak to you, and stand 

upright, for now I have been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling. 

Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand and humbled 

yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come because of your words. The prince of 

the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, 



for I was left there with the kings of Persia, and came to make you understand what is to happen to your peo-

ple in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to come.”  “At that time shall arise Michael, the great 

prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since 

there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall 

be found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to ev-

erlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine like the 

brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 
   

 

Friday:  Matthew 18:1–11  At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to 

you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever hum-

bles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one of these little ones who 

believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be 

drowned in the depth of the sea.  “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that tempta-

tions come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to 

sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two 

feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is 

better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 

“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the 

face of my Father who is in heaven. 
 

 

Saturday:  Revelation 12:7–12  Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the drag-

on. And the dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated and there was no longer any place for 

them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and 

Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down 

with him. And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of 

our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, 

who accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 

and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heav-

ens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in 

great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” 
 

 

F. Catechism Reading for the Week 

The Third Commandment   
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and 

His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 

G. Verse for the Week:  Ephesians 4:4-6  There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 

called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 

all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for The Seventeenth Sunday After Trinity 
Lord, we implore You, grant Your people grace to withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts 

and minds to follow You, the only God; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the unem-

ployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for 

good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our com-

munities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J. Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week  
“Seek Where You May to Find a Way”                                                                           LSB #557 

1 Seek where you may To find a way That leads to your salvation. 

My heart is stilled, On Christ I build, He is the one foundation. 

His Word is sure, His works endure; He overthrows All evil foes; 

Through Him I more than conquer. 

2 Seek whom you may To be your stay, None can redeem his brother. 

All helpers failed; This man prevailed, The God-man and none other. 

Our Servant-King Of whom we sing.  We’re justified Because He died,  

The guilty being guiltless. 

3 Seek Hm alone Who did atone, Who did your souls deliver. 

O seek Him first, All you who thirst For grace that fails you never. 

In ev’ry need Seek Him indeed; To ev’ry heart He will impart 

His blessings without measure. 

4 My heart’s delight, My crown most bright, O Christ, my joy forever. 

Not weslth nor pride Nor fortune’s tide; Our bonds of love shall sever. 

You are my Lord; Your precious Word Shall guide my way And help me stay  

Forever in Your presence. 


