
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of July 30, 2017 through August 5, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 13:44-52 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 

covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45"Again, the kingdom of 

heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all 

that he had and bought it.  47"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gath-

ered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into contain-

ers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 

evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnash-

ing of teeth.  51"Have you understood all these things?" They said to him, "Yes." 52And he said to them, 

"Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings 

out of his treasure what is new and what is old." 
 

Monday: Deuteronomy 7:6-9 "For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has cho-

sen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7It 

was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you and chose 

you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he 

swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house 

of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faith-

ful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a 

thousand generations… 
 

Tuesday:  Romans 8:28-39 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 

those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be con-

formed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those 

whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he 

also glorified.  31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who 

did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 

things?  33Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? 

Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who in-

deed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, "For your sake we are being 

killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered."  37No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 

things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Wednesday: Psalm 125:1 Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but 

abides forever. 2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people, from this time forth 

and forevermore. 3 For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest on the land allotted to the righteous, lest the 

righteous stretch out their hands to do wrong. 4 Do good, O LORD, to those who are good, and to those who 

are upright in their hearts! 5 But those who turn aside to their crooked ways the LORD will lead away with 

evildoers! Peace be upon Israel! 
  

Thursday:  John 10:1-18 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but 

climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of 

the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 

they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the 

voice of strangers." 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was 

saying to them. 7 So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All 

who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone 



enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own 

the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 

13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my 

own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for 

the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to 

my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 

down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 

have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my 

Father." 
  

Friday:  Joshua 24:1-2, 14-18 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, 

the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before God. 2 And Joshua 

said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the Eu-

phrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they served other gods…. 14 "Now therefore fear the 

LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the 

River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day 

whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." 16 Then the peo-

ple answered, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods, 17 for it is the LORD 

our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did 

those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through 

whom we passed. 18 And the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. 

Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God." 
 

Saturday: I John 4:7-16 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 

born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this 

the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 

through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has 

ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 13 By this we know 

that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that 

the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

To Employers and Supervisors 
Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that He who is both their 

Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with Him. Eph. 6:9 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Romans 8:38-39 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 

things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to sepa-

rate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. .  

 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost: 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what 

You have promised, we may love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“From God Can Nothing Move Me”             LSB #713 

1 From God can nothing move me; He will not step aside  

But gently will reprove me And be my constant guide. 

He stretches out His hand in evening and in morning, 

My life with grace adorning wherever I may stand. 
 

2 When those whom I regarded as trustworthy and sure 

Have long from me departed, God’s grace shall still endure, 

He rescues me from sin and breaks the chains that bind me. 

I leave death’s fear behind me; His peace I have within. 
 

4 Each day at His good pleasure God’s gracious will is done. 

He sent His greatest treasure in Jesus Christ, His Son. 

He every gift imparts. The bread of earth and heaven 

Are by His kindness given.  Praise Him with thankful hearts! 
 

6 Yet even thou I suffer the world’s unpleasantness, 

And though the days grow rougher and bring me great distress, 

That day of bliss divine, which knows no end or measure, 

And Christ, who is my pleasure, forever shall be mine. 


