
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of July 16, 2017 through July 22, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And 

great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: "A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some 

seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 

did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but when the sun 

rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and 

the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, 

some sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear." ….18"Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When 

anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 

has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, 

this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but 

endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls 

away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 

the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this 

is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, 

in another sixty, and in another thirty." 
 

Monday: Isaiah 55:10-13 "For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but 

water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my 

word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I pur-

pose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  12"For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 

hands.  13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it 

shall make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off." 
 

Tuesday:  Romans 8:12-17 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 

13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 

you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! 

Father!" 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then 

heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 

glorified with him. 
 

Wednesday: Psalm 65  Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows be performed. 2 O you 

who hear prayer, to you shall all flesh come. 3 When iniquities prevail against me, you atone for our transgres-

sions. 4 Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied with the 

goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple! 5 By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, 

O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas; 6 the one who by his 

strength established the mountains, being girded with might; 7 who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of 

their waves, the tumult of the peoples, 8 so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at your 

signs. You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout for joy. 9 You visit the earth and water 

it; you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; you provide their grain, for so you have prepared it. 10 

You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 11 You 

crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 12 The pastures of the wilder-

ness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, 13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys 

deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing together for joy. 
  

Thursday:  Ephesians 5:22-33 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is 

the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as 



the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 25 Husbands, love 

your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having 

cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in 

splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the 

same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For 

no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we 

are members of his body. 31 "Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and 

the two shall become one flesh." 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the 

church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 

husband. 
  

Friday:  Ephesians 6:10-20 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole 

armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand 

therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as 

shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up 

the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet 

of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with 

all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the 

saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mys-

tery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to 

speak. 
 

Saturday (Mary Magdalene): John 20:1-2, 10-18  Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she 

ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him."… 10 Then the disciples went 

back to their homes.  11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into 

the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and 

one at the feet. 13 They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken 

away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw 

Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? 

Whom are you seeking?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned 

and said to him in Aramaic,"Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, "Do not cling to me, for 

I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father 

and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I 

have seen the Lord"--and that he had said these things to her. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

To Children 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and your mother”—which is 
the first commandment with a promise—“that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on 

the earth.” Eph. 6:1–3 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Isaiah 55:10-11 "For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water 



the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall 

my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that 

which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.   . 

 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Sixth Sunday after Pentecost: 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that 

we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever 

hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”             LSB #699 

1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast Like seed into the ground; 

Now let the dew of heav'n descend And righteous fruits abound. 
 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev'ry heart To bring forth fruits of love. 
 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares The rising plant destroy, 

But let it yield a hundredfold The fruits of peace and joy. 
 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, Life-giving grace bestow 

That all whose souls the truth receive Its saving pow'r may know. 


