
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Third Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of July 2, 2017 through July 8, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 10:34–42 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to 

bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of his own house-

hold. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter 

more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 

39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  40 “Whoever receives 

you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 41 The one who receives a prophet be-

cause he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is 

a righteous person will receive a righteous person's reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even 

a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.” 
 

Monday: Jeremiah 28:5-9 Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the 

priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, 6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! 

May the Lord do so; may the Lord make the words that you have prophesied come true, and bring back to this 

place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. 7 Yet hear now this word that I 

speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and me from an-

cient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9 As for the 

prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the 

Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 
 

Tuesday:  Romans 7:1-13 Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that 

the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? 2 For a married woman is bound by law to her husband 

while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. 3 Accordingly, she will be 

called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free 

from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.  4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have 

died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from 

the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. 5 For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, 

aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we are released from the 

law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old 

way of the written code.  7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for 

the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, 

“You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of 

covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the law, but when the com-

mandment came, sin came alive and I died. 10 The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to 

me. 11 For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12 So 

the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.  13 Did that which is good, then, bring 

death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be 

shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 
 

Wednesday: Psalm 119:153–160  Look on my affliction and deliver me,     for I do not forget your law.  154 

Plead my cause and redeem me; give me life according to your promise!  155 Salvation is far from the wicked, 

for they do not seek your statutes.  156 Great is your mercy, O Lord; give me life according to your rules.  157 

Many are my persecutors and my adversaries, but I do not swerve from your testimonies.  158 I look at the 

faithless with disgust, because they do not keep your commands.  159 Consider how I love your precepts!  Give 

me life according to your steadfast love.  160 The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous 

rules endures forever. 
  

Thursday:  Daniel 8:3-7  3 Then the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, 

the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication of the image 



that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 

And the herald proclaimed aloud, "You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that when you 

hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall down and 

worship the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 And whoever does not fall down and wor-

ship shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace." 7 Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the 

sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the peoples, nations, and lan-

guages fell down and worshiped the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
  

Friday:  Daniel 3:8-18 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the 

Jews. 9 They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have made a decree, 

that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, 

shall fall down and worship the golden image. 11 And whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast 

into a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the prov-

ince of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do not 

serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up." 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage 

commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the king. 

14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, "Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do 

not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the 

sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the 

image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burn-

ing fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?" 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego answered and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 

17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will de-

liver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods 

or worship the golden image that you have set up."  
 

Saturday: Daniel 3:19-28 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was 

changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it 

was usually heated. 20 And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were bound in their cloaks, 

their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22 Be-

cause the king's order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took 

up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell 

bound into the burning fiery furnace. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He 

declared to his counselors, "Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?" They answered and said to the 

king, "True, O king." 25 He answered and said, "But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, 

and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods." 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar 

came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants 

of the Most High God, come out, and come here!" Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from 

the fire. 27 And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors gathered together and saw 

that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their 

cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, 

"Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, 

who trusted in him, and set aside the king's command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and wor-

ship any god except their own God. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

To Wives 

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. Eph. 5:22 



They were submissive to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her mas-

ter. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear. 1 Peter 3:5–6 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Isaiah 40:8  The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever . 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost: 

Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly hear Your Word pro-

claimed among us and follow its directing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus ”                LSB #685 

1 1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure, 

Flee the world, which would deceive us And to sin our souls allure. 

Ever in His footsteps treading, Body here, yet soul above, 

Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father's bidding. 

Faithful Lord, abide with me; Savior, lead, I follow Thee. 
 

3 Let us also die with Jesus. His death from the second death, 

From our soul's destruction, frees us, Quickens us with life's glad breath. 

Let us mortify, while living, Flesh and blood and die to sin; 

And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 

Jesus, here I die to Thee There to live eternally. 


