
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Third Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of June 25, 2017 through July 1, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday (Presentation of the Augsburg Confession):  Matthew 10:26–33  [Jesus said:] “So have no fear of 

them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the 

dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill 

the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two spar-

rows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs 

of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone 

who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever 

denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.. 
 

Monday: Jeremiah 20:7-13 O LORD, you have deceived me, and I was deceived; you are stronger than I, and 

you have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all the day; everyone mocks me. 8 For whenever I speak, I 

cry out, I shout, "Violence and destruction!" For the word of the LORD has become for me a reproach and deri-

sion all day long. 9 If I say, "I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name," there is in my heart as it 

were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 10 For I hear many 

whispering. Terror is on every side! "Denounce him! Let us denounce him!" say all my close friends, watching 

for my fall. "Perhaps he will be deceived; then we can overcome him and take our revenge on him." 11 But the 

LORD is with me as a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not overcome me. They 

will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 12 O LORD 

of hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the heart and the mind, let me see your vengeance upon them, for to 

you have I committed my cause. 13 Sing to the LORD; praise the LORD! For he has delivered the life of the 

needy from the hand of evildoers. 
 

Tuesday:  Romans 6:12-23  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 

Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those 

who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For 

sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 15 What then? Are we to sin 

because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that if you present your-

selves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to 

death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves 

of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, 

having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because 

of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawless-

ness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctifi-

cation. 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But what fruit were 

you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 

But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctifi-

cation and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 
 

Wednesday: Matthew 10:5a, 21-33  These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, …… 21 Brother will de-

liver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 

death, 22 and you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23 

When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through 

all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 24 "A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant 

above his master. 25 It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they 

have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household.  26 

"So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27 

What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28 And 



do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body 

in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 

Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than 

many sparrows. 32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father 

who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. 
  

Thursday (St. Peter and St. Paul):  Acts 15:1-12  But some men came down from Judea and were teaching 

the brothers, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." 2 And 

after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the 

others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 3 So, being sent 

on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conver-

sion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were wel-

comed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. 5 

But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, "It is necessary to circumcise 

them and to order them to keep the law of Moses." 6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to 

consider this matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "Brothers, you 

know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the 

word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the 

Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their 

hearts by faith. 10 Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the 

disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved 

through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will." 12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to 

Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 
  

Friday:  Psalm 91:1-10  He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Al-

mighty. 2 I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust." 3 For he will deliv-

er you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. 4 He will cover you with his pinions, and 

under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 5 You will not fear the terror of 

the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that 

wastes at noonday. 7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come 

near you. 8 You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. 9 Because you have 

made the LORD your dwelling place-- the Most High, who is my refuge-- 10 no evil shall be allowed to be-

fall you, no plague come near your tent. 
 

Saturday: 1 Timothy 6:11–16  But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and 

about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. I charge you in the presence of God, who 

gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, to keep 

the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at 

the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortal-

ity, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. 

Amen 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

To Husbands 
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker 

partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 1 Peter 3:7 

Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. Col. 3:19  

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Third Sunday after Pentecost: 

O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of Your daily mercies 

that we may live secure and content in Your eternal love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Salvation unto Us Has Come”                LSB #555 

1 Salvation unto us has come By God's free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, Who did for all the world atone; He is our one Redeemer. 
 

2 What God did in His Law demand And none to Him could render 

Caused wrath and woe on ev'ry hand For man, the vile offender. 

Our flesh has not those pure desires The spirit of the Law requires, And lost is our condition. 
 

5 Yet as the law must be fulfilled Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God's anger stilled, Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed And thus His Father's vengeance stayed Which over us impend. 
 

9 Faith clings to Jesus' cross alone And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; Works serve our neighbor and supply The proof that faith is living  
 

10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace, All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav'n above, You have revealed Your saving love; Your blessed name we hallow  

 


