
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 

For the Week of October 23, 2016 through October 29, 2016 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday (St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of Jesus and Martyr):  Matthew 13:54-58  and coming to his 

hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get 

this wisdom and these mighty works? [55] Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And 

are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? [56] And are not all his sisters with us? Where 

then did this man get all these things?” [57] And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is 

not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” [58] And he did not do many mighty 

works there, because of their unbelief.  
 

Monday: James 1:1-12  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the Dis-

persion:  Greetings.  [2] Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, [3] for you know 

that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. [4] And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may 

be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  [5] If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives gener-

ously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. [6] But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one 

who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. [7] For that person must not suppose 

that he will receive anything from the Lord; [8] he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  [9] Let 

the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, [10] and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass 

he will pass away. [11] For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its 

beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.  [12] Blessed is the man who 

remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has 

promised to those who love him.  
 

Tuesday:  Luke 18:9-17  He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 

and treated others with contempt: [10] “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other 

a tax collector. [11] The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 

men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. [12] I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all 

that I get.’ [13] But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his 

breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ [14] I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, 

rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will 

be exalted.”  [15] Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the disci-

ples saw it, they rebuked them. [16] But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do 

not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. [17] Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 
 

Wednesday: Genesis 4:1-15  Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have 

gotten a man with the help of the LORD.” [2] And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of 

sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. [3] In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the 

fruit of the ground, [4] and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the 

LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, [5] but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was 

very angry, and his face fell. [6] The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 

[7] If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is 

contrary to you, but you must rule over it.”  [8] Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the 

field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. [9] Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel 

your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother's keeper?” [10] And the LORD said, “What have you 

done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me from the ground. [11] And now you are cursed from 

the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. [12] When you work 

the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the 

earth.” [13] Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. [14] Behold, you have driven 

me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on 

the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” [15] Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, 



vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should 

attack him. 
 

Thursday:  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18  For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of 

my departure has come. [7] I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

[8] Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 

award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing….[16] At my first 

defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged against them! [17] But the 

Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the 

Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. [18] The Lord will rescue me from every evil 

deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Friday (St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles): John 15:17-21  These things I command you, so that you will 

love one another.  [18] “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. [19] If you 

were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you 

out of the world, therefore the world hates you. [20] Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not 

greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will 

also keep yours. [21] But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not 

know him who sent me.  
 

Saturday: Psalm 5  Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my groaning.  [2] Give attention to the sound 

of my cry, my King and my God, for to you do I pray.  [3] O LORD, in the morning you hear my voice; in the 

morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. [4] For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil 

may not dwell with you.  [5] The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers.  [6] You 

destroy those who speak lies;  the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.  [7] But I, through 

the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house.  I will bow down toward your holy temple in the 

fear of you.  [8] Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies; make your way straight 

before me.  [9] For there is no truth in their mouth; their inmost self is destruction; their throat is an open 

grave; they flatter with their tongue.  [10] Make them bear their guilt, O God; let them fall by their own coun-

sels; because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, for they have rebelled against you.  

[11] But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy, and spread your protection over 

them, that those who love your name may exult in you.  [12] For you bless the righteous, O LORD; you cover 

him with favor as with a shield.  
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Apostles’ Creed 

The First Article 

Creation 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

What does this mean?  I believe that God has made me and all creatures;  that He has given me my 

body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of 

them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, 

animals, and all I have.  He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and 

life.  He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.  All this He does only 

out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.  For all this it is my 

duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.  This is most certainly true. 

 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Matthew 11:28  Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for The Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost: 

Almighty and Everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we to pray and always 

ready to give more than we either desire or deserve.  Pour down on us the abundance of Your mer-

cy; forgive us those things fo which our conscience is afraid; and give us those good things for 

which we are not worthy to ask except by the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Praise the Almighty”                                LSB #797 

1 Praise the Almighty, my soul, adore Him!  Yes, I will laud Him until death; 

With songs and anthems I come before Him As long as He allows me breath. 

From Him my life and all things came; Bless, O my soul, His holy name. 

Allelujah, allelujah! 
 

2 Trust not in rulers; they are but mortal; Earth-born they are and soon decay. 

Vain are their counsels at life's last portal, When the dark grave doth claim its prey. 

Since mortals can no help afford, Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord.  

Allelujah, allelujah! 
 

3 Blessed, oh, blessed is he forever Whose help is in the Lord Most High, 

Whom from salvation can nothing sever, And who in hope to Christ draw nigh. 

To all who trust in Him, our Lord Will aid and counsel now afford. 

Allelujah, allelujah! 

 

 


