
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of November 12 through November 18, 2017 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 25:1–13  “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For when the foolish took their 

lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was 

delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come 

out to meet him.’ 7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 

us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be 

enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10And while they were going to 

buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was 

shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I 

say to you, I do not know you.’ 13Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
 

Monday: Amos 5:18-24  Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!  Why would you have the day of the 

LORD?  It is darkness, and not light, 19as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went into the house 

and leaned his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him.  20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not 

light, and gloom with no brightness in it?  21“I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn 

assemblies.  22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and 

the peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them.  23Take away from me the noise of 

your songs; to the melody of your harps I will not listen.  24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteous-

ness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 

Tuesday:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 

asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to 

you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede 

those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with 

the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
  

Wednesday:  Psalm 70  Make haste, O God, to deliver me! O LORD, make haste to help me! 2 Let them be 

put to shame and confusion who seek my life! Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor who delight in 

my hurt! 3 Let them turn back because of their shame who say, "Aha, Aha!" 4 May all who seek you rejoice 

and be glad in you! May those who love your salvation say evermore, "God is great!" 5 But I am poor and 

needy; hasten to me, O God! You are my help and my deliverer; O LORD, do not delay! 
 

Thursday:  Genesis 1:1-5, 25-31  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was 

without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 

the face of the waters. 3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light 

was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day….. 25 And God made the beasts of 

the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on 

the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our 

image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heav-

ens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 

them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and sub-

due it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 

thing that moves on the earth." 29 And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 

on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to eve-

ry beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything 



that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. 31 And God saw every-

thing that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

sixth day. 
  

Friday:  Psalm 136  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 2 Give 

thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever. 3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his 

steadfast love endures forever; 4 to him who alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures forever; 

5 to him who by understanding made the heavens, for his steadfast love endures forever; 6 to him who spread 

out the earth above the waters, for his steadfast love endures forever; 7 to him who made the great lights, for 

his steadfast love endures forever; 8 the sun to rule over the day, for his steadfast love endures forever; 9 the 

moon and stars to rule over the night, for his steadfast love endures forever; 10 to him who struck down the 

firstborn of Egypt, for his steadfast love endures forever; 11 and brought Israel out from among them, for his 

steadfast love endures forever; 12 with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, for his steadfast love endures 

forever; 13 to him who divided the Red Sea in two, for his steadfast love endures forever; 14 and made Israel 

pass through the midst of it, for his steadfast love endures forever; 15 but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in 

the Red Sea, for his steadfast love endures forever; 16 to him who led his people through the wilderness, for 

his steadfast love endures forever; 17 to him who struck down great kings, for his steadfast love endures for-

ever; 18 and killed mighty kings, for his steadfast love endures forever; 19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, for 

his steadfast love endures forever; 20 and Og, king of Bashan, for his steadfast love endures forever; 21 and 

gave their land as a heritage, for his steadfast love endures forever; 22 a heritage to Israel his servant, for his 

steadfast love endures forever. 23 It is he who remembered us in our low estate, for his steadfast love endures 

forever; 24 and rescued us from our foes, for his steadfast love endures forever; 25 he who gives food to all 

flesh, for his steadfast love endures forever. 26 Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast love en-

dures forever. 
 

Saturday: Matthew 28:16-20  Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and 

said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in[b] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 

them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed 

Creation 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean?  I believe that God has made me and all creatures;  that He has given me my body 

and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, 

and all I have.  He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. 

All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.  

For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

This is most certainly true. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Matthew 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[b] the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost: 

Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the Church, that with all 

the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Wake Awake, for Night is Flying”                               LSB #516 

1 "Wake, awake, for night is flying," The watchmen on the heights are crying; "Awake, Jerusalem, arise!"  

Midnight hears the welcome voices And at the thrilling cry rejoices; "Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 

The Bridegroom comes, awake!  Your lamps with gladness take!  Alleluia! 

With bridal care Yourselves prepare To meet the Bridegroom, who is near." 
 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing And all her heart with joy is springing;  

She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 

For her Lord comes down all-glorious, The strong in grace, in truth victorious;  

Her star is ris'n, her light is come. 

Now come, Thou Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God's own Son, Hail! Hosanna! 

We enter all, The wedding hall To eat the Supper at Thy call. 
 

3 Now let all the heav'ns adore Thee, Let saints and angels sing before Thee  

With harp and cymbals' clearest tone. 

Of one pearl each shining portal, Where, joining with the choir immortal,  

We gather round Thy radiant throne. 

No eye has seen the light, No ear has heard the might Of Thy glory; 

Therefore will we Eternally Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee! 


