
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost 

For the Week of October 9, 2016 through October 15, 2016 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 17:11-19 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12And 

as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13and lifted up their voices, saying, 

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the 

priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 

back, praising God with a loud voice; 16and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a 

Samaritan. 17Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18Was no one found to return 

and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has 

made you well.” 
 

Monday: Ruth 1:1-19a  In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethle-

hem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2The name of the man 

was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They 

were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. 3But 

Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4These took Moabite wives; the 

name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, 5and both Mahlon 

and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband.  6Then she arose with her 

daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that the LORD 

had visited his people and given them food. 7So she set out from the place where she was with her two daugh-

ters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 8But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-

law, “Go, return each of you to her mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt 

with the dead and with me. 9The LORD grant that you may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband!” 

Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10And they said to her, “No, we will return 

with you to your people.” 11But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Have I yet 

sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for I am too 

old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should bear 

sons, 13would you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my 

daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the LORD has gone out against me.” 

14Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.  

15And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-

law.” 16But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I will 

go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 17Where you 

die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts 

me from you.” 18And when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more. 19So the two 

of them went on until they came to Bethlehem.  
 

Tuesday:  2 Timothy 2:1-13  You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2and 

what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to 

teach others also. 3Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No soldier gets entangled in civilian 

pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 5An athlete is not crowned unless he competes 

according to the rules. 6It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. 7Think 

over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.  8Remember Jesus Christ, risen from 

the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a 

criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they 

also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11The saying is trustworthy, for: If we 

have died with him, we will also live with him; 12if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he 

also will deny us; 13if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself. 
 

Wednesday: Psalm 111  Praise the LORD!  I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the com-

pany of the upright, in the congregation.  [2] Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in 



them.  [3] Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever.  [4] He has caused his 

wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and merciful.  [5] He provides food for those who fear 

him; he remembers his covenant forever.  [6] He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the 

inheritance of the nations.  [7] The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy; 

[8] they are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.  [9] He sent redemp-

tion to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever.  Holy and awesome is his name!  [10] The fear of the 

LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding.  His praise endures for-

ever!  
 

Thursday:  Colossians 3:12-17  Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, [13] bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 

another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. [14] And above all these 

put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. [15] And let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. [16] Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

with thankfulness in your hearts to God. [17] And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

Friday: Genesis 2:18-25  Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 

him a helper fit for him.” [19] Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the field and 

every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man 

called every living creature, that was its name. [20] The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the 

heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. [21] So the 

LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its 

place with flesh. [22] And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 

brought her to the man. [23] Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 

shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”  [24] Therefore a man shall leave his father and 

his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. [25] And the man and his wife were both 

naked and were not ashamed.  
 

Saturday: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  Rejoice always, [17] pray without ceasing, [18] give thanks in all cir-

cumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. [19] Do not quench the Spirit. [20] Do not des-

pise prophecies, [21] but test everything; hold fast what is good. [22] Abstain from every form of evil.  

[23] Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and 

body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. [24] He who calls you is faithful; he will surly 

do it.   
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The The Ninth Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s 

inheritance or house, or get it in a way which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in 

keeping it. 
 

The Tenth Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or any-

thing that belongs to your neighbor. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our neigh-

bor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty.  

 

 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

1 Corinthians 10:16  The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of 

Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for The Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost: 

Almighty God, You show mercy to Your people in all their troubles. Grant us always to recognize 

Your goodness, give thanks for Your compassion, and praise Your holy name;  through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old”                                        LSB #846 

1 Your hand, O Lord, in days of old Was strong to heal and save;  

It triumphed over pain and death, O'er darkness and the grave.  

To You they came, the blind, the mute, The palsied and the lame,  

The lepers in their misery, The sick with fevered frame.  
 

2 Your touch then, Lord,brought life and health, Gave speech and strength and sight;  

And youth renewed and frenzy calmed Revealed You, Lord of light.  

And now, O Lord, be near to bless, Almighty as before,  

In crowded street, by beds of pain, As by Gennes'ret's shore. 

 


